CANADA TEMPERANCE ADVOCATE.

MARY LGNDIE DUXCAN.
ILER SCHOOL DAYS.—(CONTINUED kroM race 27.)

Her education was nuw in progress under private tuition, and
before she was fiteen she had read the Latin pocts, and amused
herself in versifying Greek.  'I'he schuol days of the child are the
trying period of her life, and it would be of uss to our young
readers to follow, with some minntencss, the history of Mary
Lundic during these inportant years. It was thouglt hiest to semd
her away from home to complete her education, and witen she
was introduesd to a distant boarding.school, her moral and intel-
lectual saperiority over those with whomn she was now assvested,
mado her at once un object of envy, and some of the sweetest
traits of her character rendered her @ chosen subject of those
petty tricks of persecution of which such sehosls are too frequently
the seene.  Tlow often e we pained to knovw that those dames.
tic virtues which fill parents® hearts with Joy and hope, are de.
cricd and despised amosny buys and girls avay from hotie ! The
very fecling of attachment 1o home, the love of mother and sis
ter, is mude the suhject of ridicule, so that the new comer in such
u circle is ashamed or afraid, nnless gifted with more moral con.
rege than falls to the share of many, to discover that she hus a
heart in ber bosom that beats in sympathy with thase far away.
Phus Mary Lundie, found in her room with her mothers minia.
ture in her hand and a tear in her eye, was at once laughed at by
hier .companions, shunned by many, annoyed by others, till it
would not have been stfange indeed if her spuit had yielded, and
she bud fled from a scene in which there was so littk: to love.
But it was a good school for her heart.  She had siways heen
loved, and these first exhibitions of unkinducss cerved 10 bring
out- and fest new virtues, a3 che songht belp from Ged to bear
with patience the wrdngs she endured, to forgive those who used
her despitcfully, 10 tuzn away wrath by asoft anawer, and to dis.
arm by love those who songht 1o make heranbappy.  And she did
triumph—not only over her own spisit, but at length over these
who persecuted fier, so that they learned to love the tiits of cha.
racter which they had heretolore despised.

¢ An incident pucrile in the cyes-of the world without, but ca.

rable of exciting w vonsiderable seasution with a boavdmyr-schiony,
developed hier charucter and purposes, m a way that turned tie
scale in her favor, L spirit of frolic, ur Uic pleasantness of ¢at.
ing bread in scerct, had tempted the youny peeple to enbist the
cook (whose integrity they had means to turn sgide) in thwr ser.
vice, to purchase for them @ varicty of cakies, which were to be
enjoyed in on upper chamber, when the semors of tie estublih.
nient suppused them to bave retired to rest. Oac voung lady, wio
had so far dared to judye for herself as not to jom m uny net of
persceution against this lonely heing, catreated hicr 10 engage
the scheme.  She urged her by the motive, that if she did not, it
would only render her more unpopular; that the rest expeeted,
that if she did not, she would ccitainly betray than; that the
cook would loscher place, &c. &c.  Inshori, in the form of the
tempter, she made it appear that the only amiable and safe mede
was to follow the multitude to do evil.  Mary was cnabled siea.
dily to resist, and was left alore m her chumber by the gentle
girl who had urged her, and who was herself so conviuced by her
arguments, that she only joined the revellers above stairs, from the
fear of shiting in Mary’s persccutinn i€ she stayed with her,  Af.
ter the secrct banquet vias over, the same kind friend brought
portion of the spoil to the bed where Mury lay in tears.  She
urged her to acoept of her daintics, she even pressed 2 bunch of
grapes against: her feverished Fps, but shie steadily declined to
tuste them:  Her conduct excited great alarm in the little band,
who saw a fair occasion afforded her for venzeance for all thar
wrongs, by a simple statcinent of the trathi. But whea some

days passcd, and the samnc quict deporiment was ebserved, neither |
threat nor infiendo exciting their fears, first one, then another, ba- |
Tunc after;

came convinced of their ipjustice and unkindness,
time she found notes of apology and overtues of reconciliation
slippéd into her work-box, and ut length tie most adverse threw
down the wcapons of their petty warfure, aund sought her fricad-
ship;—thus verifying in their confined citele, the saying of the
wisc man, ¢ Wiien a man's ways pleasc the Lard, he causeth
eyen his encnucs 10 be at peace with him.

The holidays came, and Mary Lundic rcecived the prize for
lady-likc deportment, and whes unother pupil reccived the music
prize, which some had thought was duc to Mary, she congratu.
fated her rival and Kisscd her with such affectionate sincerity,
that it was marked by the whole schonl, and from that time she
was the general favounite of the school,
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Ilero tco, and in another school in Londou, in which she was
afterwards placed, the power of her Christinn example was felt Ly
i her companions, and she was thus cnabled 10 exert a silent but

not unsecn influcnce, that restrained from cvil aud encouraged
the young in thut wineh was lovely and of good report. A fricnd
; wiites (o hier mother:
« Mary shines among her school.fellows with meck radianee;
she is humble but dignified 3 she has legrned a great dezl of that
kind of experience which is absolutely necessury for getting
!(hrough this world, and does not now speak of what she con-
i sidered hardships, when she first went to school.  She excites
!admiration, and the greatest interest in all our circle, yet scems
1o be quite insenuble to it
‘Lire time for her return home fram school had now arnved,
tand her parents, thinking there might be some collections of arnt
or cther exhititions not yet visited she might wish to sec, or some
purchases to muke belore she left Londoy, sent her fve pounds
for thes purpose, the whole of which she spent for kerself, m buy.
Fing tokens of love to give to every member ot the family to whose
bosom she was svon to be welcomed.
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SER FATHER'S DEATIL
She had just cory.icted her seventecath year, in the bloom of
tyouth and beauty, ween she raumed from school i the great
metropolis, and entered again the domestic circle in the quiet
wanze of Kelso, on thie bunks of the T'eviot and I'weed. It was
a great change, and it would have been only nutural that one so
attrzetive in person, and now so accomphished, should have -de.
sired a more conspicuens ficld for the display of her charms.
But ker channs scamad to fix every eye but her own.  She
sought o employ her talents and aceumplishments in the instrue.
uon of iler younger brethers und sister, and in the Sabbath
scheol; and Visits of kindnes among the sick wnd the peor she
found sources of pleasure far more congemal to her spirit, than
those which altizet the hearts of many thus ofted. « It wounld
be worti living for,” she says in w lester, ¢ if we could benefit but
ene nuntortal seul” ¢ There is fur more peace und satisfaction
in Livinge to be usefal thanan anything else, if the action spring
from tiat amtmating motive, love to fHim who so mach loves us.?
Wiih chicerfu'ness of temng er she combuned great cnergy of char-
actes, so that she entered mio every judicious schenwe for doing
gou 5 atd waih readitiess that made her presence doubly pleas.
ant, she sought Lo promate the picusures of others, ut such times
irer counicnatice beammng with love aed jov, being the index of
lier warin and sympathezmyg beatt. Yot her deepest enjoyments
weie of the conteniphative cluss; her views of cternal thiugs be.
wer so clear that i shade of sober reficction, vnasual to lier vears,
wits aliest cotistantiy upan her braw, 4L he banks of primroses,
the groves, the wwoods, tite rivers of her native place, guvo zest to
every other cujoyinent,” and i these scenes she delighted to
dwell cven when in menzory only conkd she be among thiem.  As
she wrote, yeury after shie was in other scenes, speaking of the:
hawtiwem,
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“ 0! inmy kappy childhood,
How well X loved its flowers;

I wandered through the wild wood,
And sought its richest bowers.

Beside the waters meeting,
The fairest Scotland knows,
1 gave it joyous grecting,
And wreathed its blossomed snows.”

In the midst of such seenes her first sorrow came.
been absent a week, and was returning from an cvening visit in
Edinburgh, when the sad news cumc 1o her car, that her fond
father had been transdated, in a moment, without time to ake
leave of onc of those hie laved, to a betier world,  “Her Eympa-
thizing and weeping friends would have hung .afound, and
watched her in that long pang of waoce, but she entreated to be
teft alone; and when after un interval, their solicitude hrodght.
thewn back, they found her stll on ber knees, with her ams ex-
tended o the bed.  Xler eyes were streaming, but her licart was
deriving strength aid consolution, even under that crushine blow,
trom 1im who *haih comforted his peopic, und will have: merey
on his zfiticted.’” Trnquiliizcd and sustuived by this divine
strength, she returmned to the house of mourning ; and ‘it was re-
marked by those who were spectators of that sorrowful return,
that z:0 loud cry or unscemly wailing attended the meeting of the
bercaved oncs; and thut ‘Mary's Learing was that of one Jong
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