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nilers of the Synagogue sent unie îiîem : thiat is, tiiose
who were the prinlci1pal Mcen in tic Synngog-uc; [lie
Ruler of it, together with the Eiders; for tilîre wîas
but one Ruler iii the Synagogue, tiîough there were
more Eiders; end so the Syriac version licre rentiers
it, tile Eiders of the Syn;igogue." B3Y titis ianignatg.,
as 1 understand the Doctor, lie dois flot niean to jîîîi

mate that the other Eiders of îvhorn lie licre sela
* did not bear rule in the Synagogue; but tuit tiiere

was oniy one, who, by îvay of eîniiicnce, ivas calleti,
t~ he Ruler of the Syniagogue;" thai is, wvlo pre3ideti

at their mieetings for olficiali businîess. It is plain,
bowever, that, even ini this assertion, lie is in somiede.»
grec in error; for more titani once wc finti a plurality

of persons in single Synagogues spoktîî of as "lRu-
lers."

The iearned Vitringa îvho antioubetiiy, s etititi d
a very high place in the list of authorities on tiis sub-
ject, is of tue opinion, that ail wvlo occupicd a place
with tue bcnch of Eiders iii the Synagogue, wcvrc of
one and Ille sainie rank or order; tuat tlîey ail rcived
on an nd the seille ordination; andi were, of course,
equally auilioriseti te prencli, wlîen duty or inclinauioun
called them to titis part of tue public service, ais wli
as ta rule. And ia titis opinion lie is joincd by soîne
ailiers, whose judgment is wortiîy of tue higlicst ses
peci. But, at the same tinle, tltis cmiiicit il free-
ly grants, tuat a majority oif tlie Eiders of the Syiia
gogue wert not, in fact, ordinarily eiîiploycd iii tcacli-
irig or preaclîing; tat titis part of tlie public service
was principaiiy under the direction cf the Chief Ru-
ler, or Head of ecd Synagogue, îvbo attendeti to ii
himseif, or called 011 one of tic othlîe E'ticrs, or even
any ailier learned Dortor whlo nîigiî bc preseiîi, andi
who was dcemcd capable of addrcssin- tlie people à
an instructive and acceptable nianner; and tiilat tIl(

* chief business of thic mass of theî Eiders was 10 idte
The cerrectness of titis opinion lbas been quesuioneti
A nuînbcr cf ailier writcrs, quite !lis equals, bothii
talents and learning, andi especially quite as convers
au witîx Jcwislî autliorities, have mainitainti, ithut z

mnajority of the Eiders in the Synagogue, were smiltle
chosen ner set apart ta the functioi cf teciiîgý, bu
ta that cf ruling oiîiy. But, in the Waîîî of absoltii
ceriainty which exists on tiis sabiýcc:, and for the saik
cff argument, 1 airs willing to acquiesce in Vitriiiga'ý
opinion. Suppose il, te haivc bcn as lie aillegs:-Tiîîý
is quite sufficient for our purpose. If it bc coiîcrdcd
that there was, in evcry Sy nagogue, a beîici of Eldcera
-vue, as- a judicial body, wcre entrusteti witlî th
whole Coecrnmcnt and discipline of the congregation
that a majority of ilie Eiders seidoni or tiîcv
preached, but werc, in fact î wI:atcver rigliî tl:ey migli
]lave hati) chiefly occupicd as ecciesiastical ruiers
and that ail cccicsias:.ical niatters, iinsîcad cf bcii
discussed andi decitied by the cengrcgatien nt large
vwere consiantiy cornniited te tic judicial deliberiiiio:
and decision of ibis E idership;i if tiiese îliiiîgs b
graned-and tbey are granicd, il% 3ubsîaaice, b:
every vu-uer, entitied ta bc rcferred ta as an autiior1,t)

witlî whloni 1 ani acquniiited ;-iî is ail timnt can bo
consitcrcd, as iiiaterial to tue ptirpose cf our argu,
Mîenît. Titis will alipear more fuliy in the sequel.

Tliese oflicers cf tue Synagogue were calitd byr
dîfiercnt namnes, ns îa'e learn front the Ncwv Testanment,
anti froini the itîtsi respectable Jcwisli atiorities.
TIhe inosî conînioîî and f:îiiiliar liante, perliîps, Was
tliat cf EIders, ais before statid ait large. '1711ey were
ztiso calleti Pulers of tie Symq-cgue; a title cf fre-
quciit occurrence iii the New T'zi'aiient, as apuiicd, ta
tie 'eliole bencli cf tie Eiders ioî question ; but wlîicli
%voîti sceni, froin soi-e pîassages, ta hiave bcen, ai
lensi, somictitncs appliî:d, by way cf eiîinience, 10 the
p:rinîcipal rtlcr iii eci Syi.ia4ngue,ivliicli priticipai ru-
,er r.ppueaîrs, licîever, te hîave been of time saine geîîcral
1nkil, or order, w ilm the r. st, znd te hatve hati no
othetr prcedence ti tha it whlîih congsistcd in prcsidingr

nt îking thîe lcaîd iii tle public service. Tmese offi-
cers were furtlier calleti 1Heatis of the Syniagogue ;

Ovcrseerz, or Bislio)ps;-Prsidetits -Orders, or Re-
.'ulaîtcrs of the aiffairs of the Syîîaigog0u;-Giildes,

& c.. . Tliese tilles arc given as, lengt l by Viti inga,
Siltieji, anti otiiers, %viîlî the original vouchiers, anîd
eciîmliflctitions of cadià; slîowiiîg- liat îliey ai! imply
lîcariîîg rule, ns iveil as tue cijoyniiît of pre-ernence
anid digîîity.

Anti, as thiese Eiders were distirmguislied frein the
cîntnioli niembers cf tic Synaîgogue by appropriate
tities, iîîdicatiîîg oliecial lioaior anti power; so tlîey
liait also distinîct andt hîonorable scats assigneti tlîein<
wlîeîî tlîe colmîrega ltion over îic tlîcy rttied was
conveuict. The plaice of sitting usuaily appropriattd
te tlîcîîm, %vas a scnii-siiculir benicl, in sie îîiiddie of
wjiicli the cliief rîier wvas lahcet, aîîd lus coilcaiguca
onci catis sitie cf himi, witli ticir fances tovairds tic as-
scîîîbiy, and iîî a certain position %vitiî respýect te the
Ark:, the prinicipali Door, andtiei carinial points cf the

*coîîîuass. Titis sîaîdîîîcnt is confirtiieti by tle iarneti
iTîtoradike, a distiîîêguisicd Episcopal divinîe, cf tue
-itl ccîîtury. In spcaiking cf the Consistory, or
beachi of Eiders, ini tie Synagogue, anti describing

itlicir inner of sitting iii public worsiîip, lic unales
t the fullowing stateîneîit, :iî Uic furun cf a quotation
c froni M\airsoîîides, anti couîfirms it abî:ndantly front
e otlier sources. "How si îlie people un tllc Syiiagogtî2 1
s Tlte Eiders sit %vitlî îlîeir faces towartis tue people,
S ilaii tlîcir batels 1Lowar1Cls the 11=1111 (tue Place wlîcre

tlîey iny îlîecopy cf the lawv;) anîd .1li alue people sit
rztaili before raîîk, UIc face of evrry rai*: toîvards the
îamck cf the rauik beforc it; so tlîe faces ai ail the
î;coilc are towards tue Saniciuary, atîd tew.irds the

r Eiders, anti towaids tic Ark; and whlen the Minister
t of tue Synaugogue staidtli upi to prayer, lie standcth

on1 the grouid before ii Ark, wvitlî lus face tovaril
Illue satictuary, ais the rfst of tue people.')
,Tite nuîiîber of tuc E!dte ii eaxil Synagrogue -tvasi

îm îoî goveracti by any abselitte rtîic. In large cicies,
e tîccording te certain Jcwisî tutlioà-ities qtuoîcd by Vit-
~rin-a tile iiumbcr %vas frcquently v'cry large. But
', ven la tic sinallest Synagogue;, we arc as3ureti, as
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