wha sustain no direct relation to the Presby-
teries, yet the obgect can be reached through
the influence and action of the ctders. The
public seutiment of the congregition and the
fucts in the case can always be ascertuned by
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IV. To campel & minister to seck additional {and righteousness, that the muintenance of tho
means for s support damages the power of his | ministry be in accordance with its Divine
rothice, Not only are the responsibitities of the | ¢clums and your own providential ability.
povple tur Jus better mamtenance ordmaniy IX. Svme chiurches are uot o a position fo
telined to a curresponding extent, but the { sustatn the munistry withou? aad,  Far be it from
us to implicate the innocent with the guilty,

a conference with the pastor and trustees, or minster s o danger of impairing the purity

by 2 call for a public mecting of the congrega-
ton.  The elders possess the right of calling
the congregation together to cousder tus mat-
ter; aod, whenever the salary of the pastor is
deemed inleqaate, this o5 venerally the best

uud spintuality of s character by worldly
_schemes. Many 2 servant of Chreist has bitter-
ty expetienced the penls of secular cmploy went.

Meeessttated to resort to these other means of

support in consequence of the penuriousness

way of mecting the difhculty. cof the people, buth they and be have been
The Committee of Bills and Overtures in lhc! trotibled with leanness s ther souls,

Synod of New Jersey were, at fiest, disposed to] V. The cuilication of bencvolence outside of

recomuend the Syrod to take the matter mto the congregation stimulates pastoral support.

its own hands, aud to require the Churches to; Negleet of duty on one point cudangers 135 Qis-

repurt their proceedings directly 1o the Synod. |
Bat a tittle redection satstied them that the
casivst, simplest, most cccdesiustical and most
etficient way was to act throagl the Presby-
teries.

Lardly, The geeat pointis to bring the prop-

er mantenance of the muistey, to o Kind and .

auzhoritative manuer, to the cousciences of the
church-members and pew-holders. The author-
ity of tue Syaoed is uadoubied]ly more weghty
et of the Preshyters ; but the present action
projosses to make use of both Synoed and Pres.
brtery o awd thus no Church can evade the in-
vestigation of the questian, ot fail to meet ats
jast responsbility. I a Vredbytery omits the

performance of s duty in regard o any of its

Charches, whetlier onie or more, is procechngs
vill be revised by Synod, and remiited for cor-
rection,

We iave, therefire, great hone that the action
of the Synoed of New Jersey in favour of the
better suppourt of the Christian ministry, which

wag overtured for consideration by the Presby. .

tery of Elizabethtown, will result in importaut
benefits.  We shall Keep our readers informed

at the proper time, of the working of the plan. -

In the meanwhile we offer a few remarks on
some of the GEXERAL vriNcirLEs which underhic

the proper maintenance of the Christian menis- |,

ter.

I. God has ordaincd that the Christiaa win-
istry be duly supporled. They who preach
the Gospel <hall live by the Gospel. What
was a pact of moral aud cercinonial observance
under the Old Testament i< continuied as daty
and privilegge under the New.  Thiz is funda-
mental to the whole subject.  We need not en-
Iarge upan it, or indeed upon any of the prin-
ciples 1o be propounded.

H. The more a minister decotes hameelf 1o his
wark, the more favaur he will gain awong the
praple, cven in temjparal things.  An carnest,
active, selfudenying pactor, who labours ir sca-
fon and out of season, inspires true apjres 1ation
and gratitude in the heartsof his congre  ion.
Yrovidence secures its ends hy unseen but ap-
prapriate agencies. What power is there in
the activity of a faithful pastor! Will God
atlow him to starce? If for some wise reason
such a servant of the Lord undergoes for  pe-
rind the discipline of a seanty maintenance.
will not huc minicterial fidelity re-act silently
butsurelr far his delivemace, under the gotern-

. ment of his aseended Ring ?

HI. A pastor'stemporal suppart dependsupon

charge on all.  If any minister thinks of bet-

the weak with the strong. We have the poor
always with us in the wotld,—puor men and
| pour churches.  Mis-ions must besupported in
cour own and in heathen lands.  Privileged
are the strong to belp the weak.

X. Lt is the duty of Clhureh Judicalories to
supervise with pious fidelity the support of the
Clirtstian sunistry.  There has Leen too much
negleet here., Preshy teries, Syaods aud Gene-
ral Assemblies bave, indeed, acted upon the
subject frotm time to titne.  And our Board of

tening the prospect of lus own temporal main-+ Publication bas published Tracts. But what
tenance by discouraging collections for e | we lnek is quiet, persesering, practical workiug-
advancementof the Lord s hingdom, the thought | We need systematic attention.  Qur Judicato-
j1volves buth folly and gailt. The more dise * ries should kold fast to the subject till a reform
mal the temporal condition of a congregation, ! is efficted, and the people realize, as they
the less can at afford to withdraw within 1itclf. | should, their scriptural obligations to provide
A man wha, if lett o lns own thoughts and | an adequate support for these who minister to

substude, would Yecome v hypochondriac, s |
made a healtlituy and asfluential menber of
society by bewny bronght in contact with genial
and beaevolent influences anid exertions.  So a !
Charcl that i stirred ap to assist in pn-:xcl:in;:l
the Gaapel to ¢ every ereature” will necessy. !
uly learn to discharge s obligations to its
oW pasior, {
Vi. An adequate sapport binds pastor  ad
people together.  The strengih of 2 social bond |
depends upon the hear? that is init, When'!
the peeple teapand 1o the claas of pastoral
serviee, and show their affection in all appro- -
pri and dutiful ways, what eacouragaent |
15 justilled into the pastor s wind, and how the
people are refreshed, and Kuit together to him
and o ane another wath all aflection. M. !
ters, himvever snadoquatady supported; comsmaong- |
Iy show £ -cat furbearance, aud thar delicacy
on the suigect §s uften carned o cacess. Too !
“frequent allusion te it would often zhicnate the
congregation, and increase perhaps the dith.
,culty . but, where both parties perform thar:
, recipracal datics, a hind and sympathete inter-
“est is pramoted, and the relation itscif becon.es |
permaneat, instead of trausicnt, as is so often .
. the case. i
VIl Faith in God hasmuch 1o do with a min-
ister’s support.  Gad must be honoured in all
, the aspects of the anustenial otlice, spintusl or
Hemporal,  His proinises arc not given iffes-
pectine of fth and prayer.  He avenges s
own clect, who cry unto Hun in earnest depen.
dence. PProvidence is under his control.  He |
has the heasis of all men in His hande  And !
He will fulfil His promaces and His ordinances
according to the hanour yiclded to Hun by sin.
jeere and lively faith,  Oh, what temporal as’
. well ac spuritual answers have descended. in all .
ages, upon mimisters and people who have called
upon the name of the Lord! :
V1. The cause of relizion is connected with |
an adequate support of the Christian minisicy
dircetly and indwrectly.  If the people refuse
i 10 do their duty to the servants sct over them
fin the Lord, ean they expeet the blessing of thie
"NHoly Ghast? Are not God's promises cannected

<

L

the picty of the prople.  When the warsof Zioh  with the usc of means and with the performanse
mourn, the canse of the ministry languishee ' of Divine commands? Lot nat the people de.’
At such perieds scatiments depreciating its ceive thamselves into the idea that this subject
character aud claims will come into vagne ' possesses simply temporal bearings. It is a-
“Whr should he have more than many of us. fimately related ta the praspesty of true seli-’
have 7™ “Why ¢annot be wark as we do 77, pion in cvery individual church, and with the,
Questions like theee indicatc a low siate of ' advancement of Chrict's kingdom at home and
religtous fecling. A congregation that doce abroad, 12 is ite spiruel beariags that give it
not seree the Lord with zeal wall not eare © aninterest bevond the price of houses, ani farens,
much for His ambascadors. On the conirary. {and merchaudite.  1te relations eviend 1o the
sthen there 1 actice relimious life 1n a cangre- Cedifieation of cunte, the calvation of the prrishe
gauton, cten the temporalitics of the Circh!ing and the giney of Gad throughont cternity.
ase revived with prosperity. Take care then, ye who love the cause of truth

them in spiritua] things.

It vonld be very unfair and ungencrous, in
closge these remarks, not to achnowicdue the
Christian conduct of many of our ehnscbes and
people over ali the land in providing for the
snitable maintenance of their pasters.  May
Heaven's renard abide upon all such, aud God's
nane be glositied by the removal of all reproach
everynwhere!

S The followiag should have been printed
an page 1
ClRCULAR OF THE SAsBATH SCHQOL

COUMMITTEE OF THE SYNOD,

We tusert in thas number, the annuz)
circular of the Sabbath School Committee
of the Synod, together with the quesuons,
to which they desire replies, as i ths
way some Schools may be reached that
mirht not otherwise be reported.  We
hope that rephies will be generally given.
We regret that this was not done more
fully Ia~t year, as we learn, that the Statis-
tics and features of interest contined in
the Leport presented 1o the Synad last
vear by the Commitice will be embodied
i the Report 1o be presented o the Ge-
neral Assembly in Scotiand next May. Let
every Schoul now report.

Frrers, January 2nd, 1860,

To the Kirk Session of-

In the deliverance of the Syand upon Sabbath
Schoals, at its last Mccting, .. was uasni-
mously agreed—* That the Syned reappoint
the Camimittee and Canvencr, and ancew eajoin
Kirk Scssions to gice rttention to the furnishing

; of statictics and other inforroation desired by

the Commitice.”

In discharmng the duty thas develviag upon
them, the Committee carnestly solicit your best
attention to the anncexed Qucrics.

Atfectionately and with fidelity to make the
saliation of the young an cspeaial aim, and 10
feed the lambs of the flock, is notw, as it al-
ways hat been, the abligation and privilege of
those who “hnow the Lord” To that gra-
cious Saviour who is ¢ the Shepherd and Biskop
of Your suule,” such a service, we canaut doulst,
will be acceptable.

The circumetances of the Chureh of God
among us and e state of general Sacinty,

curgently require that we should take avail of

Kabhath School arganization, with a view to
the b gheet Chnistian good of the rising gene-
ration. The pacior, the office-bearer, and the
godly Church-member may cach properly asd



