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Wyse should be distrustful, because he has to deal
with an unpiincipled Government that is miost
anxious. 1 feel convinced, to wrest education from
the bands of the Catholic clergy, and thereby
weaken their salutary influence ® * Fet Mr.
Wyse, then, labour to stir up the Government to
acts of justice by giving us what we have every
right to expeet—a sound Catholie system of edu-
cation; an education that will train the heart and
expand the energies of the youth of lx'e_lapd; that
will keep pace with the scientific and artistic move-
wents of the age ; that will gather together those
scattered fragments ; those loose atoms of society
now cast away or trodden under foot into useful
corporations and sourd portions of society, even as
the very pebbles on the shore are consolidated into
massive rocks. Let Mr. Wyse procure {or Ireland
such blessings as these, and rewards which this
world can neither give nor take away will await
him here, and generations yet unborn will mingle
blessings with his name.
Waterford, Feb. 2, 1845.

[The reverend writer of the above letter is. we
need hardly remind the reader, the late Professor
cfthe Theology at St. Mary’s Oscott, and author of
the Letters to Dr. Pusey, &c. We have reason to
think that this leiter will be shortly reprinted under
the form of a pamphlet with others, which will em-
brace the authors opinions on the French and Ger-
man Edueation systems, with both of which a long
residence on 1he continent has enabled him to be-
come well acquainted, and a full exposure cf their
disastraus results may be expected.—Ep. Tas.]
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That this was the only use of the inspired wri-
tings among the laity, ever countenanced or autho-
rised by the Christian chureh, is plain from all
the documents which exhibit its practice ir the
earlier ages and in subsequent times. The Serip-
tures themselves distinetly assert that they contain
¢ some things hard to be onderstood, which the
unlearned and the unstable wrest to their own des-
-ruction” and consequently they suppose the ex-
ercise of an unauthorative tribunal, to which the

faithful may have recourse, for the determinstien
of their religious belief.  Without this, it would
be impossible for an individual to wrest the Serip-
wares to his own destruetion, because he could not
be acccuntable in the sight of Cud for errors which
he had not the means of preventing. 2. During
the primitive ages of Christiani.y, the Bible, al-
though recommended to the body of the faithfual,
wag withheld from those who wete newly convert-
ed. They were not permitted to read it until they
had been prepared by a due course of instruction
to receive with docility the teachings of the szered
hook. This term of probation lasted generally for
three years, and never less than two.

8. That the Scriptures were not placed in the
hands of the laily as a rule for forming their faith,
is evidént also frow the faet that the Spiritual can-
non was not settled until the latter part of the
fourth century, and therefore could not serve as a
guide in the decision of so important a matter.
Hence many nations, as St. Ireneus of the second
century testifics, were converted to the Christian
religion, without any examination of the inspired
volume. 4. It is uudeniable that, upon the ap-
pearance of uny errors at variance with the faith
universally held, it has at all times been the cus-
tom of the Christian church, not to refer the indi-
viduals who broached these etrors to a more dili-
gent study of the Scriptures,—for heret;2 in every
age have prelended to derive their newfangled
doctrines from the sacred writings,—but the con-
sideration of the matter was assumed by the chief
pastors, and their decision was looked upon as de-
finitive on tle snbject : thus were the Manicheans,
the Pelagians, the Arians, tl'e Nestorians, and all
other innovators, eondemned by the chureh. 3.
The inspired volume could not have been consi-
dered, in the hands of the laity, as the mode of dis-
cavering the truths of the revelation, because, if
such had been the case, it would follow that few,
comparativély speaking, belore the art of printing
was introduced, possessed the necessary means of
acquainting ‘themselves with the doctrines tv be
believed, and ascertaining what doctrines wereto
be rejected ; and, therefore, that Christ had not
provided adequately for the communication of re-
religious (ruth.

1t follows from all this that the inspired volume
was read by the faithful, not as a necessary means
of instruction, but for the purpose of strengthening
their religious seutiments, and animating them-
selves to the more zealous pursuit of spiritual
things. They used the Holy Scriptures by way of
co-operating with the pastors of the church, to
whom they chiefly lcoked for direction in reference
to the great affair of salvation. Heuce the reading
of the inspired volume always went hand in hand
with the teachings --d explanations of the clergy ;
the sense attached to it by ecclesiastical tradition



