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That is to say for every one whoattends.
two go elsewhere, or remain at home.

To take a country charge. Communi-
cants 10U, attendance at prayer meeting
30. Brethren, theze things oaght not so
to be.

In only ona case in this presbytery is
the attendance at prayer mesting great-
er than the number of names on the roll.
Takingthe figures as they stand, the re-
sult is,thatmore then one-huly of our
church mnembers do not attend prayer
meeting, whilein certain individuai con-
gregations, the attendants of communi-
cants is only onein three:one in four:
and in one case only one in yive. This is
going on the supposition that all who at-
tend are communicants, which experi-
ence teaches us is not the case.

With these facts before us we must
conclude that the prayer meeting is con-
sidered of very little account by many
professing Christians. Very little thanks
are due to those who attend public wor-
ship on the Sabbath. They cannot en-
gage in’ their usual employment upon
this day, and by attending church at
least once, & part of the day is passed
quite pleasantly, provided the sermon is
not too long.

On the week day evening the caseis
different. Places of amusement are o-
pen. the merchant thinks he cannot leave
his business, or the farmer his particular
work The mechanic wishes to have re-
creation. Christian people haveeven been
known to give dancing parties on the
prayer meetiug evening. Talinage was
not far wrong when he said that some
peodple in leaving the church Sabbath
said, “Good bye religion I willbe back
next Sabbath.” Surly, surely, we ought
as Christians to be able to set apart one
Eve(;xing each week for prayer to Almighty

od.

The attendance at praye- meetingisa ¥

good test of the amount of vital godliness
in any community. In ail casesof ¢ re-
vival ” of religion, the attendance at the

rayer meeting increases, an¢ more are

ound willing to ¢ take part” in the
meetings. And what isthe result ot
prayer? One result isthat we bring God
to our aid, and when we do this wa have
the urm of omnipotence ou our side.

Long ago Jehovah declared to Jere-
mish * call npon me (literally implore
aitzi frﬁm frohm ms) and Idwill answer thea
and shew thee t and mighty thin
which thou kno%vrec; not. sy : &

A few weeks ago I heard the express-
ion used, **Oh, it is only a prayer meet-
ing. " Only a prayer meeting! What

great work of grace has ever heen accom-
plished without prayer? Prayer mores
Godto move the unirerse, The * laws of
nature, " of which we bave heard so
wuch, are 1ot the vhuins hy which tGod 13
{;Zund, bZl ]mmply t}lellllu #iels in which
gener: acts. I subj
Him and ngb He to t.he?:.y are subject to

‘ Prayer, ardent, openr heaven: lets
down & stream
Of glory on the consecrated hour
Of man, in andience with the Diety.”
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NOTES FROM THE IRISH GEH-
ERAL ASSEIBLY.

The Rev. T. Y. Killen, of Belf; .

laud, is the Modcmtor.of the a(x‘:z'ng:l
Assembly of the Preshyterian Church of
Ireland, for the Present year.
. Dr. W. Fleming Stevenson, the retires
ing Moderqwr, preached a grand sermon
on the subject of Missions—propagation,
expansion and universal penetration of
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The constant drain of emigration begi
to tell on the numbers on tEe commul%;:x:’
-roll of the churches. The Presbyterian
Church of Ireland has Iost between seven
and -eight thousand members since ths
Year 1874. Therehas been an increasein
the same time in the Funds of the Church
and the averag-salary of the ministers is
now between §900 and §1,000. The Sus-
tentation Fund hes incressed by a ama
sum this year,

It was mentioned in the Moderator's
specch, as a matter of congratulation,
tuat while the bonk of Dr. Robertson
Smith on the Pentateuch was In its first
edition, the reply of Dr. Watta had come
to a third edition,

Tho majority againstthe use of instru-
mental music in worship,in the Irish As.
sembly was precisely 15, in a total vote
of 705,

There are twenty ministers in the Irish
Presbyterian Church who have been over
fifty years in the ministry.

The Commutation Fund of the Irish

" Preshyterian Church, growing out of the

surrender of the Regium Donumat the
iseltablishiment Act, amounts now to
near]y £3,000,000. Upon thissum thereis
chargeable at the present time i
of tie liabilities amounts toover $1,425,
(110 The surplus of assets over lint1ili' «
amoynts to over $1,560,000. Evicenfly
the Presbyterian Church of Irelandis, in
this respect, a solvent institution.
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