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TAE FEDERAL ELEGTIONS.

We are now iu the full heat of the fedoral
clectivus, end wo may add, the most uusmi.a.
factory clection camjaign over \\:agcd in
Canada sinco the days of confoderation, lu-
awad of great questious of material import,-
anco to tho couutry at large, wo have this
wrotched Manitoba schuol question as tho
priucipal issuo in the campaign, It is cer-
tainly a matter fur deop regret on the part (.:f
al) welt wishers of their country, that this
matter should over have been forced beloro
the electors of Canada as the principal issuo
in anelectoral compaign.

Somo allegod authorities will try to argue
that tho school question i3 nnt the principat
jssuein this contest. In fact, wo Liave people
and urgans right here in “Vinnipeg who have
put forth such an absurd contention. Iu the
facoof the facts, it is difficult toste how any
rational person can mak: such a decaration,
A special session of parliamont was called to
consider this schovl question, or rathor, wo
may say, to pass a remedial bill, to which the
goverument was plodged. ‘The government
failed to secure tho passage of the promised
legistation, aud the natural consequence is
that tho contest has been traunsferred from
parliament to the people, How any one, in
tho face of theso simple facts, can argae that
tho policy of the Dominion ia tho watter f’f
the Mauitoba schoul question i3 not the main
issuo iv tho preseht contest, is somothing al-
most boyoud comprehension, Neither will tt
dv to say that the policy of buth the two
great political parties is the same on this
school question,  The ono party stands
pledgel in parliament to pass coercive legisla-
tion. «hile the other party is pledged equally
as strengly toopposo coercive legislation, and
no amount of specious argumert will get
around theso facts.

At the same time it is tho opinion of The
Commercial that cocrcivo legisiation oh this
schoo! question i8 dead, and practically
buricd, no matter which party carrices the
country. Should the goversunent bo return-
od, it will probably be tuuud that so many of
its supporters aro pledged to oppose romedial
tegislation, that it will be impossible to iotro-
duco a measure of remedisl legislation. In
the ncantime, however, the government
stands completely committed to the objec-
tionable policy of coercion of Mauitwba, and
the electors of the country must either weigh
tho government by its declared professions,
orshirk the real issue.

From this point of view all other questions
in this campaign aro meroly sido issucs.
There i3 no question at stase of material im-
portanice to the trade, industrial or agricul-
tral interests of tho country, in the present
campaign, 'Tho last general election was
fought out on a purely trade question, and
that being the case, this jourpal took an
aclive _art in tho campaign, in vigorously
 opfosing whut wo beligved to bo bad
8 busness principles as well as bad commer-

oial policy for this country. In the present
campaign thoro is no such question before the
cjectora, and conscquently The Commercinl
does not feel it o duty to take any hand in
the contest. OF courxo thoro is the old ficeal
policy of tho governing party, which will
b tho cause of more or loss discus.
siqn, but oven iu regad to this policy, the
differenco botwosn tho two parties is not so
great as would bo supposed at first thoughe.
‘I'lio revonuo necessitivs of the country are
such, thatat the prosent time, aud indeed
for somo years in the future, we cannot hapa
for any vory material reduction i tanil tax-
ation. Should tho liberal party succeed at
tho poles, wo cannot expect that such a re-
sult will lead to any importaut reduction in
tho duties, for a fow years at least,

In Maunitoba we have had such side issurs
as o railway to Hud:on Bay introducod into
thocampaign. This, however, i+ a regulativn
feasuro of election contests in Manitoba, In
fuct, no election could evidently becarried
thro: gh hore without a lludson Bay raitway
appendagoe. ‘Tho federat contestin Winnipeg
eight or ton years ago was fought cut almwy
solely on this issue, and we have no railway
yet. Of course we may exjoct that assut-
unces the most convineing to the party heelery
at least, will bo made regarding the Hudsou
Bay railway aund other local matters, but
those who aro wise will n-t allow themoises
to be influcneed by campaign promizos, com-
ing from either party, regarding tho carryin.g
cut of local public works.

While gencral regret must bo felt thas the
principal 1ssue iu the presont contest is over a
matter which should never have come beforo
the peeplo of Caunada, thereis oun source of
satisfaction which can be drawn from the
unpleasant situation. Wo refer to the fact
that party lines in the present campaiga are
being obliterated as they never before have
been in Canada. ‘Fo persons of independznt
thought: this will to a considerable extont
make up for the unsatisfactory and discour-
agiug features of the contest. Theso party
ties, which are being renounced by the whole-
sale in tho presont contest, will never bo so
firmly established again, Tito habit of in-
degendeuce of thought and action will become
established in thess who have boen forced to
sover theso old party ties, and besides this,
will haveasympathetic iufluence upon others,
‘I'hus out of evil good will come, and out of
this trouble:ome and aunoying school
question will comean independouco of thought
apd action which will bode no evil for the
future of vur comman country, which we all,
Conservatives and Liberals, will do our best,
according to our light, to keep in the vau of
civilization.

WINNIPRG STRERIS.

The deplorable condition of the streets of
Winnipeg shoulé be o causo of uneasiness to
property owners, as well as & matter of
gencral regrot to thacitizens. Fur weaks this
spring long distances through thecity have
been practically impassable for light rigs.
while it would be out of tho question to
undertake 1o move a load of any weight over
somo of the streets, Tho seriousness of the

situation in case of firo can readily be ime-

gined. It would siwmply be fuclbardy to
attompt to move a fire ongine over these
streets, The other night wo bad a practical
demmmnntration of the davger of the situation.
A firo broke out in s western portion of the
city, and though it scemed foohsh to make
the attemptro reach the sceno of the couflugra-
tion with a firo engine, 1 overtheless an effort
was made to do g0 from the ceutial halt, with
tho result that thoengine spon becamo firmly
embedded in the mud, only a few rods from
the fire hall, whils the firo burned itself out.
Fortunatly the fre wad not a very serious
oue, though residence property valued at
about $6 MW was destroyed,

This shows how very serious the situation
is  Thure is nota strect in all Winnigeg,
from ortage Avenue scrth to the city
limits, by which any western disteict could
be conveniontly reacked when the roads are
bad. Thero is nut n singlo street in all this
districs which is puved for more than a
moderate distases trem Main street.  This
mneaus that when our sticky mud roads are
in bad conditi m, thore is uo means of reach-
ing the western portion of the city wnha
heavy load such as a fire engine. Tlis
watter should certainly teceive the serivus
wto:ntion of the citizeus atonce. Thergisa
double manze s in this impassable condition of
the streets, It i3 not only practically imn-
possible to reach 1he westorn portions of the
vity with o fire engine, Lut there is nlso tho
danger f a rerivus fire cconrring 1n suine
thickly buile up purtion of tho city, while
the fi ¢ engines would be stuck fastiu the
mud in attemping to get to a fire in suwo
e re romote section. Indeel, in the case of
the fire 1efeired to, another fire broke out
aboat 1the same time in another part of the
eiry. Fortunately the second fire was an
jsoluted residence; but if it had been 8
dangerous ¢ uflagrativn, the engine from the
censtral hall would rot have been availabl:,
a3 it was stuck in the mud so it could
be troved neither oue way nor the other.

An cffors should certawly bo made to
gecure ' he paving of a number of the principal
strects leading westward from Princess.
William Avenue, the very street on which
tho ceneral fire hall is situated, is one of the
very worst streets in the city when the roads
are bad. owing to the way it has been cut up
by the street car roadbed. Notwithstanding
this fact, tho two piincifal public school
buildings in tho city sre situated on this
strest. and a3 the roads have lcen bad fer so
long lately, it would be almest imp.ssible to
reach these buildingsin case of fire.

Tho present frontage tax system does not
seem to bo s satisfactory way of securiug this
very urgent improvement of the streots.
'axes aro high. aud people whoarenct in the
habit of driviug much, cannot ba expocted to
vote in favor ot haviig their taxes largely in-
creased, Ly the nddition of 8 heavy irontage
tax for strcet improvements, for the beuddic
of the city at large.

TWatson & Carpenter. hotel, Russland, B.G,
have dissolved; J. Watson coutinues the
business.

Satton Lumber and Trading Co.. Ccluelet,
B. C., havo sold their gous. st busizss to J,
B, Satton.



