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THE EXHIBITION.

Gonorally speaking, the exhibition Leld in
Winnipeg last weok was a success, notwith.

standing bad weather on some days. It was
aonducted throughout on a scale of magnitude
raver boforoe attempted in wostorn Cavada. Tho
priza list was by far tho most complete ever
presouted in tho west and the cash value of the
ptiz's was greatly in excess of any previous
oxhibition. Thoro were many features of inter-
oat and attractions connected with chis exhibi.
tion, which were lacking in previous exhibi.
tions hold here.  As it was the first exhibition
held undor tho auspices of the association, and
as the grounds, buildings, and everything elso
wero new, there were, of course some defcots
observable, It was impoasible, in the limited
time at the disposal of tho association, to have
uverything in apple.pio ordar. ‘The experience
guined in connection with this, the first exhibi.
tion held by the Wionipeg Industrial Associa-
tion, will cnable the officers and directors to
provide even greater conveniences and attrac.
tions anothor year, while there will be ample
timo, before the holding of another exhibition,
to provide increased accommodation, and rem.
edy any defects which were kuown to exist this
year. The uttenduunce has been good and the
display of exhibits, both in quantity and qual-
ity, very encouraging.

Tn one particalar it is evident that the exhi-
bition has not been a success, and the failuro is
{n a very important direction, Thisisin the
attendance of farmers. The display of farm
products has beon good, but the attondance of
farmers has not been by any means large. The
residents of the different towns all over the
country, from tho lakes to the Rocky mount.
ains, have turned out almost in a body. Every
town and villago in Manitoba and the territor.
ica haa beon well ropresented, especially by the
business community. The large attendance at
the exhibition has therefore been made up
largely of the urbon population, and not prin.
cipally of farmers,  This is a feature which is
to be regretted. The “splays of agricultural
products aod live stock ure the principal fea-
turea of an exhibition in Cavada, and the farm.
era aro the people who should be maialy inter-
osted in an exhibition, and who should re.
ceive the most benefit therefrom.

TueCommerciaL said a week or two ago that
tho attendance of farmers would not be largo.
Indeed, this was & foregone conclusion for some
time prior to tiie oxhibition week, On account
of tho harvest being so late this year, and har-
vest hands very scarce, it was certain that the
farmors would not, and could not afford to
leavc their harvest fields, to attend the exhibi.
tion. On account of the very late harvest, tho
groat magnitude of the crops, and the scarcity
of farm help, the exhibition has been at an un.
usual disadvantage this year. Few of tho far.
mera wore through with the stacking of their
grain, and the few who were through with this
work, have their threahing and fall plowing tv

look aftor, and the plowing is almost us import.
ant us harvesting,

While the farmers had fess timo than nsual
this year to gather in thoir crops and do their
fall work, on acconunt of the Iate harvest, it is
cvident that fall oxhibitione in this country
will always ho at a disadvantage, 80 far as the
attendance of farmers is concerned. 'The fall
scason is short in this country, and the timo be.
tween the completion of harvest and the begin.
niog of winter, gives the farmors very littlo
spare time in a region whore Iull plowing is a
necessity, ISven whon the harvest is not later
than an average, the farmers have no time to
loso at this season of the yerr, In case of a very
early harvest, and the calamity of a light crop,
which would not take long to gather, a fall ex.
hibition might be made a success, in point of
attendance of farmers, but from observations
io past years, as well as from the present sca.
son, we are forced to tho conclusion that one
year with another, the farmers cannot be in.
duced to take time to attend a fall exhibition,

The great success of the exhibition this yeur
has deponded upon the urban population, both
in point of attendance and in securing exhibits.
Many of the exhibits which ara shown in the
names of farmors, have been collected by the
residents of towns.  The people of the towns
were anxious to see their respective districts
represeuted, and in a number of instances com-
mittees or individuals were appointed to go out
among the farmers and secure exhibits, and
make entries for them.  Those. who wero co-
gaged in this work, report that it was very dif-
ficult to gather up exhibits, as the formers were
not sufficiently advanced with their work to
prepare them. For iustance, from one district
alone, we know that a number of entries were
made for farmers, through a committee, but
the farmers did not have the grain threshed or
were unable for other reasons to preparc the
oxhibits in time,  Had it not been, therefore,
that the people of the different towns had
takon steps to have their districts represented,
and in every way possible assisted and encour-
aged the farmers to make exhibits, the success
achieved would not have been possible.

This brings us to the consideration of the ad-.
visability of holding the exhibition in the fall,
The natural conditions rrevailing in this coun-
try, seem to point to the summer as the best time
for holdiug ac exhibition which is to extend
over a number of days.  Just before the com.
mencement of the harvest is a time at which the
farmers could ungrudgingly devote a few days
to a matter of this kind, It is also a quict
scason of the year for the commercial commun.
ity, and is thus admirably suited as a holiday
time for all classes.  Moreover, it is the time
of year when the largest number of visitors
from abroad are in the couatry. Jus$ previous
to harvest, Maunitoba always secures a large
number of visitors from abroad.  Many of the
leading business men of eastern Canada makeit
» point to visit this provifice every summer to
“inspect for themselves our crop prospects.

So far as attendance is concerned, it is ovi-
dont that the summer is.just the time tosuit all
parties.  An equally important matter, how-
over, is that of exhibits, and thenoxt thingis to
considor how the summer season would anawer

in this respect.  L'o disouss thiy point, we will
tako the puize list of the Winnipeg Industrial
Association for thns year, and consider the dif.
ferent lines of oxhibits as theroin classified.
Tho ficst classification is horses, and there would
bo no difficulty about an exhibit of horses in
the summer. Infact at this time of year, faum
horases canuot be spared from thoe rush of work
for oxhibition purposes. After horses come
catilo, aheop, pigs, poultry, pot stock in the
order named, all of which could bo exhibited
just as woll in the summer.  Noxt come dairy
products, which could also be shown to good
advantage in the summer. The next class
is filld grains, flour, wnecals, etc. At a
summer oxhibition, of courss it would be
nccessary to show the grains of the provious
year, but would not this bo botter, than to hold
an exhibitios before one farmer in twonty to
fifty had threshed, thus prevoutivg the great
majority from compoting at a fall exhibition,
where giaina of the same season only could be
shown? At a summer fair, a display of grains
of tho same scason, in sheaf, conld also bo
made. Tho noxt class—horticultural products
—would not be so successful at » summer fair,
though therc are a number of carly vegetables
and plants which could be shown in the summer,
which are out of season by fall.  Plants and
flowers come next, aud the summer would just
be the season for this class,  Maoufactures of
Mauitoba and the territories, domestic munu-
facturee, leather and leather work, ave the next
three classes, which could all be shown to ad.
vantege. Fruits come neat in order.  This is
not an important class here, but the carlier
fruits could bo shown in the summer, and thero
ave probably about as many if not more of thess
than of late fall fruits, Prescrves, pickles,
preserved meats could be showa just as well in
the summer. The next classes in order are
ladies® work, fine arts, natural hiatory, schools,
dogs, all of which would do just as woll in sam-
mer as in the fall,

Out of all the classes named, which comprise
the prize list for the exhibition this year, ob-
jeotion could only be taken to a summer fair on
account of roots and grains. The number of
carly vegatables which cannot be shown to ad-
vautage ia the fall, would make up to some ex-
tent for the loss of most roots, while as for grain
it would appear botter to show the products of
the previous yeur, than to hold a fall exhibi-
tion, in a late season like this, before most
of the farmers are able to show products
of the present year. Against the arguments
which may be urged in favor of a fall exhibi.
tion, there is the important matter of attend-
ance of farmers, which is probably the
most important consideration of all
The question of summer versus fall
as the time for holding oar annual exkibitiou,
is therefore one which may be fairly taken into
counsideration, as shaping the future policy of
the Induatrial Exhibition Association.

A big summer show would be something of a
novelty in Canada, though across the Atlantic
some of the best exhibitions are held in the
summer. A sawmmer show at Winnipeg would
not clash with any of the large eastern exhibi.
tions. A good deal of energy which might bo
directed to making a summer "exhibition hete'n



