
2 THE ORITIC

The expenditute of our neiglibots within the fiscal year for their %var
piensions amouints to Qgo,oOo.coo. The Commiercial Union piliers, which
advocale a grent Anierican Zollv'erein, inay perbaps think-Or preti.nd to
think- that the privilege of contributing their share to this trifle would be a
benefit te Canada, but it is more than probable that they will experience
considerable difficuity in converting the public to thicir remarkable views.

In a lcîter to the Rýoyal Gcograp)hicil Society, Stanley lins given an
eccounit of the poison by whiciî Lt. Stairs, ind nmnny oilhers of his followcrs,
lvcrc wouindcd and caused grent suffering, fouir, indeed, dying fromi its cffects.
It appears that it i 1- 'formic; acid." Tho bodies of tke red ont are dricd,
powdcred, cooked in palm oil, and smeared oni thc points of the arro'vs.
Formiiea cid in its pure state is so corrosive that it produces blisters on the
skin, and there is now littlc doubt that il is the deadly irritant by wvbich éo
many nmen have been lost with such terrible sufféring.

Both Lord Wolseloy's pen and tongue are somctilnc apt to bxing him
into trouble. In a recent article in the North A ierikan Ieviei he has been
criticising the conduct of Mr. Jefferson Divis, wvhen Presidlent of- the Con
federacy. Mr. Davis tetorts by speaking of Lord îVol.soley as an Ilitinerant
foreigner," an expression which dnes flot secmi Io have mucli point-who
lias published mattors whicbi, if lie receivcd nt ail, he must have received in
courteous confidence front General Lee Mr. Davis attacks Lord Woiseley's
Ihypocritical preteneions," bis Il arrogance," and hIe "l libellons state-

inents," evoived from Ilhis own internai consciousness." Nor are Lord
WVolseley and Mr. Davis the only leaders of mten on the war.patlî. The
redoubtabie General Blutler secs fit to charge Admirai Porter wiih cowardice
duxing Farragut's advance upon New Orleans in 1862. This aise is, as Sir
Lucius O'Trigger observed, Ila vexy pretty quarrtl as it stands." Admirai
Porter is generally knovn as an officer wvbo hai done gond service to his
country, and il will strike uiost people that General Butler has taken a long
lime, 27 years, to find out tke Admiralis recalcitrancy.

We regret to learn from the orders for the annual drill that the total
strength authorised for drill this year is iess than for soute years past,
ibere flot being funds available for more tban the number specified. The
appropriation admita of the training Of 53 per cent. ouly of the 1.1al 8trength.
As the city corps are allowed to drill overy year, many rural corps winch
did flot drill in 1888, will lot, be calied out for 1889 either, and %vill there-
fore have but one season8' drill in three years. One in two years was bad
enough, but one in ibree is atrocious. How the force can be expected to
keep up ils efflciency under such a crushing discouragement passes corapre.
hension. The disappointutent %vil] be great as many corps have put
tbeuiselves to expense in preparations. It is time the militia made themsoives
heard in this matter. The whoie force is moderate in number, its cost is
sutall considerîng ils importance, and the ministry oughxt Io have Ille courage
10 insist on a vote suficient to maintain efficiency, as the extra amount
required wouid be inconsiderable. If thia timidity characterizes the minis-
try and the Department much longer we shall, ln truth, find ourseives iiî
nothing but a force on paper.

We have flot yet seen a description, in detail, of the new nailless horse-
shoe, but it continues to be noticed in the English papers with increased
confidence of assertion us to its success. Il Ve have oxarnined the shoe,"
says the .Fitancial Bulletin, lui ail its details, and are convinccd that the
iuventors porsess a patent which wiii revolutionize the horse.sboeing
industry." The shoe bas been weil lested in one departutent of the army,
and found to be most satisfactory. The fastenings are said to bc simplicity
iîseif, and the shoe is easily adjusted and rernoved. If this be borne put,
it :s difficuit to over-estimate the importance of the invention. Ail the evils
arising fr9rn pricking in shoeing wiil vanish, and the saving in wear and tenir
of horse-fie-sh wiil be enormous. I'1e should imagine also that mucb of the
lauieness incidentai to contracted hoofs, under the constriction of nails, will
iikewise disappear. The ofF ce of the invention is at 20 Budge Row,
Cannon Street, E. C., Londo i, G. B. The 8oiner some one takes it up
and makes il known in Canatý_ the botter. It bas been oxbibiîed at the
last Horse Show at the Agricuitural Hall, and mny great authorities on
horses gave it their unqualified approval.

Students of ancient science and philosopliy are well aware how deep, if
often mistaken, wa.s the knowiedge of Ilthemn of old time," and how aston-
ishing were the originality and mental vigor and activity of men like
Aristotle, Lucretius ,and Lucan. Among other matters which we are accus-
tomed to think we know ail about, while the ancients were floundering
weariiy in -the morasses of superstition is geogxaphy. Sometimes, no doubt,
they mystifled theuiseives with such wild apeculations as what the carth
sîood on, but they seeu Io have badl a more than fair knoiledge of the
geography of Africa, about much of which vre are ourseives still ln consider.
able uncertainty. No modern map prcvious to the discoveries of Spekce &
Baker laid down the sources of the Nile wiîh anythiDg like the correctness
of Ptolemy. In the map of Ibis father of cartography, the Nule v-as deline.
ated (A. D. i5o> as risirlg in two laites, lte positions of which roughly

=ppox tae those of Lakes Victoria and AI.bert Nyanza. There is also a
pasiGlolie now in Paris which is supposcd to date fromn the sixteenth

century. In it Ille great northern bend of the Congo extcnds north ô! the
equator, giving it practically the position assignéd to ht by Stanley. Defore
the discoveries of Stanley, no nitieîenth century map iocated the Congo
so accurately as did some maps of the seventcentb and the eaxiy part of
the cighîeenth century.

So mucb dissatisfaction bas beon reit and exprcssed il the two cent rate
imposed by the new postal tegulationa on drop letters, that, though tlle
aunounicernent ccrtainly cornes rallier late in the day, the public will be
giad to learii that it is to be viewed in the iight of an experiment. The
Anierican systemt is a tîvo cent rate ail around, aud it is intimaled that bte
Postimaster-Generai ndopted tîtat tax on drop letter-tbe iî'eight of Nwhichi
is Iikewvise extended t0 an ounce-in order to ascertain if it would yield a
8uflicient aniount ta warrant a furtlier assimilation to the United States
systen in reducing thie three cent rate on inland lciters algo t0 two cents.
Thbis places the malter in a mlore reasonabie ligbt, though il is dificult Io
understand why it could flot have been expliined rit first. The Postal
Department is a speeialty, inasmuch as it8 inlent is, in a greater and difféent
degree than any other, to minister directiy to the accommodation of lthe
pub:ic. Reduction of rates almost alwaya, ait first tends to reduction of
revenue, and until the increise of correspondence compensates, as it usually
does after a wbiie, a deficit miay be exp'ýctcd, and %vill alîvays be looked
upon by the people witb tolerance on accounit of the nature of the service,
and tho public convenience involved. IVe do flot think, therefore, that the
Postmnaster-Gencral need have been afraid

The astonishing aulount of bribery resorted to in the late Presidential
election, secmis to have attracted ilie Berious attention of tbinking people in
the United Stites to the abuses to which their eleetorai syatem is open, and
bo the discreditable exhibition made by the Republic. Several States,
alarîned at thie generai corruption, have adopted inore sîririgent laws againsî
bribcry and intimidation. In most cases systents somewhat akin to the
Canadian biave been adopted, but the State of Massachusetts bas a measure
tvhich goes fuxther. It provides that every political campaign cpnimittee
wvbich expends over $îoo, shall have a treissurer, through whose bauds shahl
pass ail the money received or expended, w-ho shall keep a detaited accouit.
of ail receipts and expenditures, and shail, witbin twenty days afîcr.election,
Ifile with the secretary ùf the comnmonwealth a retuxu, setîing forth ail the

eommittee's receipts and a detaiied statement af ail ils expenditure and
disbuisements." A similax detailed statement is required from the person
elecled to Congress or any state office. These statements, as a matter Of
course, are to be on riatb. These provisions are similar in principle to those
whicb bave proved so eff'ective in England. This system provides so simple
and direct a check upon undue and corrupt expenditures and so ready a
means of tracing such expendituxes tbat il is a wonder that it is not adopted
in substance by cvery State and Province which is realiy ln carnest in striv-
ing t0 secuire purity of elections.

It is to be feared that the iVays of the Governient. of Manitoba are far
froni being straigbt. The London Financial Bulletin devotes a columin and
a haif to blie specific and detailed accusation of repudiation on the part of
INr. Greenway, of the engag-ements of Manitoba ini counection with the
bonds of tbe Hudson's Bay Railvway. [n 1 886, tbe Legislature of Manitoba
passed an Act, which received the assent of thc Governor-Gencral, guarar.
teeing for -_5 years interest al 4 per cent. tu1 on au issue ef 44 million dollars
of bonda o! a railway to connect Winnipeg with H-udson's Bay. A portion
of the funds niere obtained in England on the 8ecurity of bonds, which beur
on their face the statutory guarantec of interest. The bonds were issued,
the first 3o miles of te road wvere built, when, on the second ci' Marcb hast,
the Goverament of IMatiltoha, witbout a iword of warning, re!pudiated the
obligation to pay interest. Mr. C»reenvay merely givt., as a reason for cin-
celling tbc guarantpe. that twvo years since a route ho wrater, so as to compote
with the Canadissn Picific, %vas dcsirable ; but that Ille Norîhern Pacifie
connection witb Manitoba, by way ot the Rcd River Railway, bas since
diminished the importance of the railvay to lludson's Bay. IlA more cyn-
ical repudiation of a public pledge by a rèsp3cisible NMiaister," siys the
Euglish palier, "«we are usiab'e to recail." This sort of thiug, laken together
witb sonie episodes îvhich preceded it, do not coxmvey a favorable impres-
sion of'the moral sense of Mr. Greenway and bis cabinet, and the sooner
Manitoba begins to tako thouglit for ber reputation the hetter.

The term Chrestoe, referred to lu our iast weeks issue as I.ý example of
the agi die metbod, %vas one which both among tho Egypusans and the
Greeks bad a peculia4ly sacred *meaning. WVith the former ils equivalent
xvas the word nofri, wbicb wvas cxpressed by the sign of an oval, surmoun1ýd

[by a cross, and ivas especiaiiy appiied to Osirie, w-ho, in the Egyptian
i mysteriès. ivas credited witb attribliteseossentially Cbrist-Iike. It had a
similar religious sense in Greek mythology, tbc Inn-ai clirc-stoi being iii fact
tho savedl or redeemed sotîls, the Pagan saints. The meaning was Good,
Excellent, Gracious, Holy, and when Christianity, which was chiefly pro-
rnoted in the Greck language, was pushiug its way onward, the termn became
for a tinie almost synonymnous witb Christian Between the words Oliriet oà
and 6'hrestos, wben uîîered according to tbc ancient way of pronouncing,
there "as litîle, if any, perccptib!e différence, the former o! course sigttify-
ing Ilanointed." Consequenuiy, according to the agadic idea, he who was
anointed (Christ) ivas good and gracious (Cbrest). Lactantius, Jerome,
Justin Martyr, and Ciement of Alexandria, with many other of the Fathers,
irccognize the fact that tbe Chrisîlans were accustoimed to get the credit of
being good and gracious because tbe word Cliricfos bad ln effect the saxue
sound as Chrestos, and the interwoven idea so prevaiied that it was flot at
ahi unusuai to write the words Christ and Christian w-ibi e iu place ot i, and
this is fuily confirmed by scarch through tbc Christian epitaphs tabilated by
I3oeckh. Ia a partial list of these, numbering 1237, there is not an instance
of oaricr date than the third century wiîercin the word Christ is not written
Chrest or cise Chreist. 0f course, as tine wrent on, tbo association o! ideas
gave way to the more correct distinctive dcuouiination.


