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men, whose patriotism should be like tho
virtue of Cresir’s wile, ubovesuspicion, havo
not, wo are sorry to record, proved tho
purity of theiv septimonts when such were
put to tho test by Mr. 'Chamvarlin in ins
proposed bill to reduce the pay of the Mom-
bors of tho Houso of Commons.  Retrench-
ment and economy ave virtwoes which evory
tax-payer would bo delighted to scopractised
in tho administration of public ofthirs ; filty
thousand dollars o year may possibly be a
largo sum to pay the Governor sent to us
from England, but that sum is about all we
aro called upon to expend for tho protection
oxtonded to us by thoe British Government,
and tho vast sums spent by it in defences of
our country ; besides, to socuroc tho services
of an eminent English statesmon, as our
tiovarnor-General, we should be prepered
to offor suflicient inducements. But, if wo
pay o large salary to hor Majosty's repre-
sontative, we should have a porson whose
position and talents should offer at least
some equivalent in return. To secure such
a Govornor, a liberal anlary must bo nllowed,
but whon such liberality does uub sccurs
iat ond, it is, porhups, as wal to rato the
sorvices rendered at something like their
approxitiato value. On the same principlo
should the sorvices of Members of Pavlia-
mont, as well as those of clerks and mes-
songers, bo considerad and rewarded; but
in this instance, the sauce winch so well ap-
plies to the goose does not scem to bo
equally good for the gander. While wo
congratulato tho members of the Ilouse of
Commons upon hoving saved for the coun-
tey o faw thousand pounds, by reducing the
Governor's salary, and phlebeiomizing the
Civil Service, we must ut the same time,
maka a note of their unwillingness to apply
tho commendablo principle to their own caso.
Itis a notorious &  *hat many individuals,
remarkable for not Loing remarkable, who,
from tha accidents of family connexion,
think they have o right to lead tho lives of
gentlemon, como to Uttawa to foist them.
selves apon the country, which unfortunate-
ly hos already to support too many of the
same stamp.  Over the heads of such we
Jiave no objection to see the scclping-knifo
of economy flou.ished, inasmuch as their
{ usefulness to the country bears no propor-
tion to their ornamentality to the saloons
Ml ofOttawa. For tho propor carrying on of
M the business of Government many' talented
amd educated gentlemen ave smpleyed in
3 thc Departments of the Civil Service, such
BE ire of necossity reguived, and of course,
PR nust Le remunerated according to their
R .luo, thesoare altogether different from
tho class above mentioned, and are every
way worthy of theiv position, which it would
bfalse economy to lower toany serious ¢~-
4§ tent. The organization of the Milua and
1o erection of fortifications requived by the
3 oao Government, wo also perceiro, are to

that thoso vital questions will bo dealt with
inn « spivit more bocoming our position, and
with a just appreciation of the duties wo owo
to the Mothor Country; and while we
condenm all needless extravagance, we
strongly dopricate pushing the principlo of
cconomy to such n niggardly oxtiemo us
will render us tempting y liable to foreign
invasion, and contemptivle in the oyes of
tho pooplo of Great Britain.

THE WAR IN SOUTH AMERICA,

——

This tedious atruggle which has been car-
vied on so long without any apparent
ndvaniage to cithor party has ut Inst pro.
duced an cvent worthy of particular
attention ; we rofer to the brilhant feat
performec by the Brizilian ironclad squadron
in tho passago of the Ilumaita. The Bucnos
Ayres Standard m o special edition dated
February 25th, snys :—

*Tha cannon of the Brazilian Ironclnds,
os they forced tho passngo of Humaita, has
ro-cchoed over thius continent, and will re-
verberate through Europe. No aventof equal
importance has occurred in this part of the
worla during tho present gencration ; and
to the high honor of thé Brazihan fiag, 1t
must bo said that thenaval vietory achieved
is overy way worthy to rank with Aboukir
or Trafalgar. Brazil may well be proud of
Lor victory, for not only will it g.ve her the
complote command of the Paraguayan niver,
and erumblo the grentost bulwork of Para-
guayan strength, but it has given & birth~
day to her naval power which posterity will
rovere. Party feeling and political rancour
may seek to strip this great naval victory of
its magnitude, and attribute the success
less to tho bravery of the Brazilian sailor
than to the 'vorn-out and exhausted condit-
ion of the enemy; but wo have it on the
best authority that the guns of the fortress
were fired with the mostincessant rapidity,
and such was the terrific effect of this awful
discherge of heavy artillery that *the earth
shook at Itapiru, a distance of seven or
cight miles from Ilumarta, and tho river
dashed in billows on itsbanks. This proves
that tho guns of Aumaita were well maned,
and fhat, notwithstanding tho immense de-
lays, the encmy was well prepared to dis-
E\xte tho pass. Experienced American and

nglish and French naval officers who
had seen Humaita, inspected the posi-
tion, and gone through tho batteries, all
unanimously agreed on its extreme strength.
For threo years the greatest squadron ever
known in these waters has ridden at bay be.
low range of the guns; the difficult naviga-
tion of tho river, tho constant bends in the
channel, all tending to convince a doubting
and gossibly jealous public that Humaita
would never bo passed by a Brazilian fleet.
But Brezil has at last vindicated her honor,
and established & naval reputation before
which .he rest of South America must bow.
The passage of Humaita is equally a triumph
of seience, and we commend it to tho atten-
tion of our naval men at home, that three
Biazilian ironclads, all built in England, sur-
vived fo. 42 minutes the combined fire of 180
guns,nd this for at least half the time within
istel shot range. Wae have nothing previous
in naval history to equal this; on the con-
travy, naval men scince the memorable
br.tle of Lissa have lost faith in these iron-

o8 '« made subjoct to the cconomy-ninin, ap
B prosent so fashionable, but we smcerely trust ]

but we hold that the battle of

acy, and Buropo may tako n lesson from
the engagement. No fight in North
Amoriea, no engagoment in tho o?en sens,
can bo compared with this memorable battle.
The ships had to double the projecting
headlands to meke the canal, when they
at onco camo within range of a raking fire
from tho London battery. They had to
push on under this five and hug tho
very shoro whore thoefinestartillery in South
America wero splendidly ounted to ruidlo
them; up almost to tho vory mouths of the
guns thoy had to steor all the while, enfilad.
ed by 140-pounders from th oppoesite bank.
Doubling again a slight bend m the canal,
they camo where tho chains lay in tho river,
und tho chain battevies facing on tho left
bank. Iron plates have inceed asserted
their supremacy, when, for tho spaco of 42
minutes, threo monitors could ltve under
such a fire. And let us take nothing from
the bravery of tho officers and men who
daved almost cortain death to earry their
flag triumphant m such an hour. No, the
Brazilinn commander hasproved the bravest
of the brave, and ho and his men merit the
highest recompenso their country can afford.
The fortress of Humait-~ is not of yasterday’
formation. 1 it took threo vears tc humble,
it took ten times that to erect, 'The earn
ings of o whole nation—the wealth of a coun.
try, aided by the best engineoring talents
Burope could afford—have all been brought
into subserviency to render Humaita in-
pregnable. Nono who have ever seen the
place have questioned its strength. Old
President Lopez had such implicit faith
its unpregnability that he believed even if a
Xerxes attacked Paraguay he could not
pass Humaita, Thosamoimplicit contictence
n its strongth was inculeated in the minds
of the Paraguayan people. Their watchword
was ‘Humaita,” and possibly to the exagger-
ated iden of its strength Ly the President
Lopez may be traced to grave political errors
which stop by stepled this unfortunateman
from the cautious policy of his father to be-
como the great champion of River Plato
equiltbrium.”’

THE EASTER REVIEW IN ENGLAND.

The great success which attended the
Vohumteer review at Portsmouth during the
present year has been the cause of much
gratification to the English people. The
gathering of Volunteers on that occasion
was by far the largest ever made, there be.
ing upwards of 30,000 Volunteers present at
¢he great sham battle.  We regret that
want of spaco in the present issue compels
us to hold over an account of the interesting
oceasion. Tho moral to be deducted from
this display of the Volunteer strength of
England is peculiarly stmking and instruc-
tive ; an'lwe believo there never yet was
an occasion when the glonous liberty of
British institutions was Letter displayed in
veference to their stability thus representa.
tively uphield by the Volunteers. Noother
nation in the world could offer & counterpart
to such a display, and the people of England
may well be proud of possessing such an
army of citizens. Contemplating the possi-
bLility at some future day of an invasion of
the soil of Great Britain, an effort was
made on this occasion to demonstrate the
practicability of concentrating at 24 houv's

clads ; B .
Humaita establishes for ever their suprem-

notice 30,000 or 40,000 troops at any point



