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We now lied many wounded, and the
question of water was vital, as frorn, 6 ,. m.
of the previons evening uni now, 10 A. 1%1.
(about 18 hou m) we hati been aithout.

A skirmisgh lino was formed, untier Colo-
nel Benteen, to proteat (he deecent of vol
unteers down (ho hili, in front of hie posi -
tion, (o ronch the water. We succeedeti in
getting orne canteens, although many of
tho men were bit in doing so0; (ho fury of
the sttack was now over, and (o my asWon.
ishniont (ho Indlians were seen going in
parties towards (ho village. BuLtwo solutions
occurred (o us for (hie movement, that they
were going for somne(hing (o eat, maore am-
mnunition (as they had been. throwing ar1
rows), or (bat Custer was coming. Wo took
ativantage of Ibis lull (o f611 ail vessels with
water, anti soon had it by (ho camp kettle
fuli; .but (bey con(inued (o withdraw, antiaIl firng ceased, save occasional shots froni
sharpsbooters, sent (o annoy us aboîut (ho
water. About 2 Px. (ho grass in (ho bot-
tom was set on fire, and foliowed Up by In-
dians, who enccîurtiged ite burning, a-i it
waiý qjdent it~ was doue for a pumpose,
which purpose I discovered, later on, (o be
(ho creation ofa dense clouti of smaoke, ho.
biati Wiich (beY were packing andi prepar
ing (o move (beir tepees.

It was between 6 and 7 P. m. shat the vil
lage rame out from bebindti he cloutis of
emoke anti duat. We hati a close anti good
'slow of thotn, as t.hey fleti away in (ho Uirec.
(ion of Big Horn rmount.ains, moving in aI-1
flost perfect militiiry order ; (ho length of
the colunin was fully equal (o that of a largo
dilvisîQ0 of tho Cavalry Corps'of (ho Artiy
ofch (hoPO(msC, as I have seen it ou its

We now (lîought of Ouater, of whom not h
ing hati been seen and nothing bearti sinco
(lie firing in bis direction about 6 P-.M. on (he
ove of the 25th, anti we coucluded that (ho
Indiana hati gotten between himi anti us, and
driven bim (owards the bout, at (ho mouh
of Little big Hor river ; (ho awful fate -tba
diti befali him neyer occurring (o any of us
's within (ho limite of pos8ihilities. During(hoeinrtî> q yPoSition, in order t.o
secure an unlimitet supply of water, anti
was preparoti for their return, feeling sure
(bey would doeso. as (bey were in snob num-
bers. But early ia tho mornîng of (ho 27th,
anti whibe wo were on the quli vive for ln'
dians, 1 eaw Wi(b MY glass a dust somo dis
tance dosvn (ho valley ; there wue no cer-
tainty for somne timne whit they ivere, but,
finally, 1 satisfled niYself (bey were cavalry.
aintili so coulti only be Custer, asit waa

ahetiot hotime that 1 under'tooti that
General Terry coulti ho exPected. l3efore
(hie timne, bowever, 1 liacd writteîî a Com:.,u-
rîication to General Terry, anti three volun-
leers were to (ry anti reach him (ý' hatip().
confidence in (lie Indians wihh* me, jjj
could not gc hem to do aîîytbing>. If
(Lis dust were In(li,îns h îva0 ýs oible tUefy
would flot expect anY One to leave. 'j*3
Ilien atarteti aud iere tOlti to go as near ais,
wase safe to determne if (he appronchinz:
colun vas whtemen, andti o return at
Once in case (bey fouuid il. so : but. if tlîey
wvere Indians, (o pusil 0, ou ( eneral berry.

In shrt'in'.wo awihei eturning over,tSi high blufl'imleady hludedt (o: they were
&Oomenedby asotwuo hati a1toto

fi'ý loey to Cu'3tcr, Say:ng, ', Crow scouts
bsid core cILnp 5îyirig ho bîtileOf

wippeci, but that n vts flot be1ieved." ij
tbink it was about 10:30 A M. that General
'rerry rode IntO MYuiiybe, asud the 'fate ot
Outer anti bis brave men was suon deter
ninet by Gaptain ïBan teen proceeding wiîh
blis cormpany to bis battie grourd, anti where
were rocognizedti ho followving offiicer5 who,

wvere surroundeti by the deati bodies of many
of their men: General G. A. Custer ; Colo
nel W. W. Cooke. Adjîtant;ý Capt-tins M.
W. Keogh, G. W. Yatee. andTi . W. Custer;
Fimet Lieutenante A. E. Smith, James Cal.
houn ; Second Lieutenants W. V. Reilly, of
(ho 7t.h CavalIry, anti J. J. Crittentien, 2Oth
Infantry, temporarily attaekedte (o hie rogi'
ment. The bodts of First Lieutenant J. E.
Porter anti Second Lieutenants Il. hM. [bar-
îington anti J. G. Sturgîs, 7th Cavairv, andi
Aest. Surgeon G. W. Lord, U. S. Ar mywete
not rocognizod ; but there le every reason-
atbe probability they wero killeti. IL WH$s
nom certain (bat (ho colunin of hvt-eno;
panies with Caster bat been kilboti. 't'lie
wounieti in my lines were, turing tho ai ter
nooa andi ove of tho 27tM, movedte (othe
camp of General Terry, anti at 5 & m. of (h"
2Sth 1 proceetio ti hthe reginiont (o thé
battie grounti of Custer, andi burieti 2041
bodies, including tho following naniet citi-
zens : Mm. Boston Custer, Mr. lReeti (a young7
nephew of Gzeneral Custer), andi Mr. Kei'
bogg, a coi mespontient of the ré Y. Hlerald.
Thie following nameti chizens anti Indienrs,
Who wore witb my commanti were algo kili'
eti: Charle Reynoldls (guide anti hanter),
Isaiah (cooored), inIterpreter ; Iloody Knîfe
(Who foîl from immediately by niy aide):
Bob Tlailed Bull ani Stab, of (ho Indian
scou ts.

After following over hie (rail iL is evident
(o me that Castor intendedte t suppoi t nie
by moving faither down (ho streamn, and i t
(acking the village in flank, (bat lie founri
tho distance greaer Lo tho fordi (han lie an
ticipated ; thst ho titi charge, but his march
hadt aken se long, aithough bis (rail shows
he moveti rapidly, that they were ready for
Ihlm' ( tat Coe. C anti 1, anti perh'irs part
of Co. E, crossedte tthe village or attempteti
it at (he charge, anti were mot by a stag-
gering lime, andt (at (bey foul back to secure
a position from which to detendti hem.
selves i but they were"followed too cbosely by
(ho Indiane to permit Ii (oteform>auy kiwi
of aline. 1I htnk badt (horugimont gone
in as a body, andi fromu (he woodes in wbich 1
fought, advanced on tho village, that iLs
cestruotion w»as oe4aîn, buti ho was fully
confident (bey were running or lie would
not have (urneti frornt me. I Lhink (af(er
the great number of lodiane (hoee Were in
tho village) that the foibowing reasons oh
tained lfor the niulortune:- his rapiti niaroh-
Ing for two days anti une nightu bofore (lie
liMbt, attacking i - the tiaylight at 12.A. M.,
anti when they were on (ho qui vive, insteati
o! eariy in (ho morning, ana lastly, his un-
fotuatîvision oft(ho regiment into t.hreo
Duing nMy fight witlhe (ho ldi:îins 1 had

tho hoartiest support fmom o(fIcers anti mon,
but the conepîcuous. services Brevet Col)o.

1 net F. W. Benteen, I tesiro (o o;1i1attention
te epeciallv, for il ever a soltiier tieserveti
recognluon'tiy fi frdis tin -
guisheti services, ho certainby dops.

I enclose berewithbhie report cf the opera-
(ions ol'hie battalion from (hoeie cf Ieay-
ing thbe seginiont until we joineti commanda
on tho bill. I also enclose an accurat, Jisti
of casualities as far as it can ho matie at (ho
present (ime, separating tbem into two ligse
*A," (hoise killet inl General Cusîer's coon-

n2an i",e> those kilbeci ai wounIett in
(ho commiand 1 hati.

Tho number of Indiens kiiled carioiily ho
appro.zsmîtedi -until wo bear (brouglho h
agenciee. I saw the bodies o! eighteen, anti
GaPtain Bail, 2üd GaValry, Who madie a scoutj
o! tbirteen miles uver their trail, saya (bati
their graves were ruany, aiong their line ofa
March. hIje s.3imply uimposible (bat num-
bers of (boni shoulti not be hitin the severalx
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charges they mnade so close (o my linos.
They madie thbeir approach through the deep
gnIches (bat led from the bill-top to the
river, and wben the jealous care with whicts
tlhe ltudi.an guards the bodies of kihled and
wourided is considereti, it je not asonishiog
that their bouies were not fonnid. It is pro-
bable thaf, the stores loft by thom andi des-
troyed the next two, days, were to make
room for manv of them on their Iravois.The h!trrowing sight of the dead bodies
crowning the height~ on which Custer feil,
andi wbîch mîil renisin vividly in my wemory
until deatb, la (00 recent, lor rme Loou sk
(ho good. peopile ot tlisi country, whether a
policy that sets oplbosing parties in the fieldi
aruied, ciotheti, and equippeti by one and
the same Governnment, shoulti no. be &bol-

jisheti. Ail of which is respectfully submit -
ted. M. A. REN~O,

Vaijor 71hi Gavalry, Gor'd'.q Regiment.

Colonel Reuo'S Report.

\Ve h ive succeeded in obtaining an offi -
ciai copy of Colonel Renos Report of hits
operations vvit> the 7th Cavalry ou the lit.
tle Big Horn River, J une 25, 1876, whicb la
now for the first tiue pririted. As thie
statement of the principal survivôr of that
disastrous afftir, contiraory in meto res-
pects of authentic accounts from ot>ers,and
supplementel, niti happons (o bo, with the
unsolicitet endorsement by hie entire om
mnanti, of Colonel lieno's actions (accom-
panieti by &a request for bies ur0motion) the
report ie a cowplote vindication of that offi-
cers' conduct. ln the minds uf most mnio
sucli vindication is Bupeiflaous, but ii te
publie consternatiou and distress at, tl> bos&
of Custer and, hi& men, many (heories were
acbvanceti for tlie misfortune or a command-'
er wbo was popularly esteemed. to be welI
nigh invincible. Awnong other plausible
(beories, a * failure to co-operate" on Col-
onel Reno'& part was asserteti, long beforo
the fuîl iist of casualities or other informa-
tion as (o th3 batiie hati 0)m « t'O bands.
"1i ane Way or otiier," sBaid thoughtless
partiz4iîsof the galiant CustAr, 6' there ws
a want of akilI or inclination to exeoute tihe
orderis given by the regiuental commander,
or (hIie would nover have lîappened.1' ý e
are giad to know (bat thie viety was hield by
a very amai mtinority, Who, long before
(bey coulti read (lie simape, soldierby, and
yet thrilling Qtory of the à Little Big Eforn,"?
wbich we print ibis week, bave auknosvîedg,
od whth shame tho grevions Injustc b
they h id n>e(ed out tç (kis olcer. A voter-

anl of twenty yeara' service, who, bati gaiaed
distinction in great wars andi savage eom.
bats alike, assuredly won an,)ther laurel-leaf
ou1 tho 2ôth OC June.

In Ronos accaunt wiiI b. fouti many
points of interest. [lis etiraate of the
nu m rbers anti orgartizition of bis'enemuy, forInstance. *4 T",very earth seemned, to grow
Indians,II and as tiei. iiaus retireti upon
rerry's approacli,- they tited aw&y in almo&t
perfect mîlhtary, order ; the lengdi Of the
coîna was fulby equal tO thlat of a largedivision of tbe C.swaliîy corps or thoeA 9
Of thoe1Potomac as 1 bave seen it. oiti.
muarc 'là-* *I1Lbînk w wo re igbtîng (howhole Sioux nistiou, and aiso ail the des.
poradoos, ronegades balf*breeds andi
'uquaw-nien' between the Mi~ssouri andi Ar-

kansas andi east of tbe Rucky Moungiains:',
Apropos of the severity anti nature of tho
Indiau tire, he says "d>is was the signai for
the beginniûg ut'oa tire &(b 1 Ibave neyer
seen equalbeti; every rifle was bandi.d by an
expert. and akilleti markeaaaandi wiUi a
range (bat exceeded ur casbins; it wgâ


