FROM MOXNTREAL.

BY OULR OWN CORRESI'ONDENT,

"Fhe dinuer to Colonel Bagot at the St.
Lawrence Hall, provious to s departuro
for England, given by a number of tho Vol
unteer officers who had served under him
during the recent Fenian raid on the East.
ern frontier, was a very successful aftuir.
‘I'he chair was occupied by Licut. Colonel
Fletcher, and the vice-chair by Lieut -Col.
Stevenson, ~Col. Bagot's speech, on the oc.
casion of his health being proposed. was 2
very hapypy one.

Capt. deBel'~feuilie, with & company. have
returned to this city from Red River, and 1
hear it is intended that they should gartison
St Helen's Island for a time.

Tho books with thonew system of dvill are
outand are already heing diligently studied
by the Volunteer officers. The new system
is much more preferable to the old and it
meets with general favor. ‘The Vies, gen-
crally the first to tako thelead, havo alvendy
been assembled for instruction, and it is in-
tenled by Lt.Col, Bethune to kecp them at
it till the cold weather sets in, the men not
yet being provided with fur caps. ‘Their
drill instructor, Sergt. Yeomans, being de-
tected in purloining and pawning some
twenty of thoregimental overcoats, has sked-
dadled and left for Uncle Sam's territory.
Yeoman’s was a first rate drill instructor,
but of late has been addicted much to
drink,

The Governor GGenrral is sojurning atong
us for a time, his quarters being at the St.
Tawrcnce Hall. On Sunday hie attended
service in St, George's church, and the re
mainder of the week he has been visiting
the sevornl placre of interest thronghout
the city.

The investiture of Lt. Cul. OsLorne Smith,
D.A.G,, Lt.-Col, Fletcher, B.M., Lieut.-Col.
McEachren, and Lt.-Col. Chamberlain with
the order of St Michael anil <t (leorge,
took place at tho vt. Lawrenz2 Ifall on Tues
Jday.
entered the room accompanield by Lieut.-
Col. MeNeil, V.C., and Mr. Turville, and
also by the following »taff. Lt.-Col. Boiton,
R.A, L -Col. William:, and officers of the
60th Rifles. There wa- a fairattendunce of
both civilians and Volunteer officer-.

Before the ceiemony begai the Governor
Gieneral rose and said he was glad tn see pre-
sent 80 numerous and brilliant an asssem
blage on an occasion meant to mark a senso
of extraordinary merit. ‘This was the fivst
timo the new order had been conferred on
members of the nulitia of the colonies, and
ho was glad to seize the present opportunity
of conferring the mark of Royal favor.to of
ficers who had distinguished themselves.
Ie wished to correct a mistake which had
originated with some of the newspapers.
I'hese honors were granted, unasked, by the
Imperial Government, and not at any Cana-
dan representations.  LTho Government ot
England represented the enlightened opin.
1ca of that ‘country, and had marked whay
was going on here  They had marked thg

At about 12 o’clock His Excellency
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! public spirit displayed by tho Canadians,
and beforo any communieation from 1lis Ex
cellency had reached tho British Governmont
they had resolved to confer tho ordor on any
Canadian Militia oflicer who might bo dasorv
ingofit. 'Two things had struck him: (irst,
that when tho militia were originglly curol-
led soveral thousands more offered them-
selves than wererequired ; and second, that
last spring, instead of YUY, the number vo-
quired, nnswering to tho call to_nrms, up-
wards of 13,000 camo forward.  This spoke
volumes for the Canadian nulitia,  Its sig
nificance was felt in England, and also the
propriety of an acknowledgment therefor,
and the Government had acted in accord-
anco with this sentiment, which was expres-
ed at several pubhic meetings.  Tho people
of England had likewiso been struck with
tho merits of our niflcmen, and got up, by
subseription, & prize lo be competed for by
them. With regard to tho action of the
Government he said: “*I was particularly
asked whether there were any officors
in command of the Colonial forces who wero
actually engaged m the recunt repulso of
. tho Fenians on the frontior, whom [ woull
recommend on that account far the honor
ef & Companionship of the orderof .
Michzel and St. George; and 1 stated that
there wero gentlemen whose nunes 1 should
be happy to have the oppot ity uf sub-
mitting for consideration under th~ crreron
stances, feeling assured, as [ did, that the
conferving rewards upon them would shiave
an excel ent effect throughout the Dominion,
animate and encourage the Volauteer ili-
tia, and be received with tho utmost grati
\ tude in all quarters as a gracions boon on
tthe part of Iler Majesty. Accordingty T
{ communicated with the lieat.ticueral in
command, the Honorable James Lindsay
and the hon. the Minister of 3lilitia, Sir
George I3, Crrtier, and in aacordance with
their views, I recommended for the distine-
tion in question the names of the gentlemen
following :—Lieut.-Col, Wm. Osborne Smith,
Deputy-Adjt.-General of Militia, 5th District.
Commanded on the Missisrquoi frontier, ar
ranged the defence of Eceles IIill and pro-
vided for the defence of that poston the
25th of May ; was present there in command
on tho afternogn of the same day when skir-
mishing took place. It.-Col. John Fletcher
Jrigade-Major of St. Johns ailitia Brigade
District. This officer was in command on
the lluntingdon frontier previous to tho ar
rival of Ifer Majesty's GUth regiment, when
Col. Bagot, tho ofticer commanding that ro
giment, assumed the command of the field
 force. Colonel Fletcher nccommpanicd the
‘troops when advancing to attack, and
though not in command, was present with
. the advanced guard when it drove the
' Fenians across the border, Lt.-lol, AL
' MleEachren commanding the 50th Hunting-
t don Borderers. Commanded on the IHunt.
ingdon frontier until the arrival of Licut.-
Col. Bagot, 69th regiment: commanded his
owncorps when it drove tho Fenians across
the Border at Trout river. Lt..Col. Brown
Chamberlin, ML.A.,D.C.L., commanding 6Uth
Missisquoi Battalion of Militia ; commanded
at Eceles Hill and drove the Fenians back
when they cros-ed the frontier and attacked
that position on the forenoon of the 25th
May. Lord Kimberly, who had in the mean
time succceded Lord Granville at the tolo
nial office, asknowledged tho receipt of my
despatch, submitting the nauies of the four
ofticers and strongly rccomimdénding them
for the distinction named. In reply, Lord
Kimberly stated that he had much pleasure
in submitting the names of’ the four gentle.

men to the Queen for the Royal approval,

and hey Majesty was graciously pleased to
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divect that tho decoration shiould bo offered
to them.

Col. Usborne Smith was the first recepiont
of this honor. Lt.-Col. McXeil handed the
insigma to Lady Young, who aflixed it to
the Lreast of the Colonol.  The same cere
mony was gone through by cach of the otha
threo gallant  gentlemen, after whicly His
Excollency shook them cach individually by
tho hand wishing them joy of their well
carned laurels, 1twasa sourco of tinich dis
appointment that tho ceremony of investi:
.turo was not made a more public ono and
did not take place in oncof our large halls,
gay St. Patrick's [Iall, and some moro éelat
given to the proceedings. The gallant
Colouels deserved this. B.

LOCAYL LOYALTY.

1y the Edilor of the VoLustrer Ruview.

M. Eoios,—I, as an individual, appre
ciate any commendablo act of the fair.sex,
pavticalarly when I find thein engaged i
what [ might term loyal and laudiblo pur.
suits. Ilence, I trust you will p’ardon,',me
when [ask you, in justice to theladies of
ths locality, to give space to the following
in your Review.

A few evonings ago the officers of the
Vernon Infantry Company, No. 9, 43rd Bat
tahion, invited tho men comprising that
corps, and anumberof their friends, toneet
thom in thewe dvill shed, in order that they
might have & social evening, in winding up
the business of the year. After amplo jus-
tice having Leen done to tho very excellent -
refreshments provided, Lieut. and Quarter-
master Janna, of Pine Grove Cottage, being
tho only representative staff officer of the
43pd Lattalion, was called upon to preside
and assist in carrying out the second part of
the programme—Dbeing tho presentation by
the ladies of that locality and vicinity, of the
very neat and attractive Company colors,
manufactured by 3r, McEachren, military
waylor, Toronto, the cost of which'will nttest
to s superiority, being fifty dollars, to
gether with & Union Jack, which cost six
dollars. Tho officers and men took open
order aud presented arms, when the ladics,
with colors uncased and escort approached,
Miss Eliza Kennedy, in behalf of the ladies,
read tho following address, and Miss Sarah
Ann Cawpbell presented the colors to Ea-
sign Petor Crerar i —

T Ciplain McGregor, Qfficers and Non-Com-
mussioned Officers and Privates.of No. )
Company, 48rd Battalion. '

GeNTLeMES,—It is with feelings mingled
with the deepest pleasure prompted by love
that we now solicit your attention. ‘The
manner in which you, as a company of ller

Majesty's Volunteers, havo conducted your-

solves since your organisation in this locality;

tho joyalty and readiness you.displayed
when called upon to manifest your devrted-
ness and true patriotic love has insured to

you the warmest love and affection. And,
asa loken of such hearty approbation, we,
I the ladies of the locality which you individ-
ually represent, take muchi‘pleasuro in pre-
you with these Company colors, 1o

i senting




