
The Presbyterian RevIew.
A CHRISTMAS HYMN.

It wau the nain aud aillant niRht 1
Seven hundred years aud fifty.tbrc

Basd Rome been Rrowicg up to might,
And now was queu ot land and ses.

No Sound was heard of clathing ware,
Pesas hrooded n'or tho hushcd demain;

Apollo. PaiNs, Java, sud Mars,
Hoid undisturbcd thoir auaient reigu

In the solemn oeidniRht,
Centuries ago.

T'wa ln the ati ansd sulent nigzht,
Tho son stor of haughty ]Rama,

Imatient, urged hie chariat'à fight,
Prom iordly revoe rolling homes

Triumphal arches, gleaming, swclt
i. breaut wiîh thoughts et bndîcas sway;

What rokcd tho Roman what bofeli
A paltry province far au a>',

lu tha solemn miduight,
<Veuturies ago ?

Withiu that province far away
Ivent pladdicg home a weary boer:

A streak et iight befora hlm isay,
Falion through a half.shut stable door

Acros hie path. He passed, for nught
Tald what wua gaing on 'aithin;

How kecen the stars, hie oniy though-
The air, bei, calm, how oeid, and thin,

lu the solcmn midnlght,
Centurics aga, 1

0 strango indlffercnco! 1iow and high
âP, Drowaed over common leva and estes;

The earth was stili but kncw not why,
The world was listening uuawares.

HEow calm a marnent may precedo
One that shali tbriii the worid forover 1

Te that atIli maomant nana wauld hocd
Man's doorn wau linkcd no moe to sovor,

In the soiemu rnldnight,
Centuries agu.

lb ie tho calm and client night i
A thoucand belle rings out, and throw

Thoir joyaus licali abroad and smnite
Tho darkueas-ochrmocl and holy now 1

Tho night that crut no namo had itarn-
To It a happy namme la givon;

For in that stable iay, new.horc,
T'a racofoi Prince of oàrth and hcavcn,

Ceteselemu miduight,
Centuries ego.

ALrnxn DoimET.

CHRISTMAS AS AN ANSWER TO PRAYZR.
The fact that the birth of our Lord wvas au answer

to prayer aften is overlooked. For centuries, hawever,
devont Jews had been imp1arinq Jehovah ta send them
a btessiah. They rested their faith on the divine
promises. They realized their bitter and increasing
need of a Redeemer. They feareci the utter demaoral-
ization of their people under the stern appressinn of the
Romans. That they Iooked for and doubtlesE prayeýd
for a temporal deliverer, some irresstible conqueror, is
not ivha1lly surprising in view of their histary and cir-
cumstances. With whatever mnotives offered and in
spite of no nmatter how great miscanceptions there can
be no questio'n of the sincerity of their petitions.

That the divine answer ta their prayers was flot
what they expected does flot alter the fact that the birth
of aur Lord was this answer. Gad loves ta hear prayer,
and there must be something in the very ignorance

and E;rror of those who pray
-. for what would do themn

aore harmn than gaodf vhich touches the wise and
lFather deéply and would

impel Him, did Me need
prompting, ta bestow that

X% whicli He sees tabe required.r The birth of the Christ
* meant for the Jews, although

feiv of themn appilciafed it,
- 7 the real, the best, the only

fitting answer ta theirj ayers.
Crhristmas stili cames as

ran answer ta prayer. We
~.ask God daily for pardon,

hedp, and peace, or Mis
watchful care, fort such
apportunities as may be best

ILLIE. for us. Our needs are mani-
In. fold, and we tell Hlm of

0 Lord!1 themn. Christidas, rightly
lown;understood, is Mis answer.

Its recurrence is the assur-
ance that He has heard us.
It reminds us of what Hé

Il, 0 Lord has done for the worid
through nineteen centurie.4

id i and ai 'what He has done for
>e Lr ourselves during, aur awn,et; lives. It reminds s thatte, 0 *kr 1Mis lave neyer fails, that
est swcet; Mis care neyer relaxes, that

His arm neyer weakens, and
sîngi that wvhatsoever is best for
Lordus He stands ready togrant.

54 The settingaf a great hope
is like the setting af the sun.

The brightness of aur life is
gone. Shadows of evening
fail around us, and the world

. senms but a dim; reflection,
- -iselfa broader shadow;

we look forward inta the
-coming lonely night. The

soul withdraws inta itseIl.
Then stars arise, and the

bis


