
the Presbyterio.n Éevie*.

Fainily Religion.
11Y THEa atEV ARCIIIiIALD LUE, 13.A.,

The Synod of Britiàhî Columbia at itb ldbt meceting,
bield at Nanaimo, laid upon its Moderator Ille Uuly of
issuing a pastoral letter to the members of tlic Cluurcl
upon the duties of Fainily Religion. To tht fulfilment
of thi dut>' I nov address myself, seeking first of al
guidance train God, and prayîng that the counsels whichi
Hte shail enable nie to gave ma>' be fruitiul .n tue pro-
motion of spiritual life in the faniilies ot oui h-!oved
churcu.

Too mucla importance can not be given to the sub-
ject of fanily rdligion, In God's dealings wvith his people

wve frequentl>' notice tht depth ot rneanizug attached to
tht family relationiship. 'Ne find rtptated mention of
father and children in the coanmunJs and promises o!
God. We read of Noah, IlThou and thy> bouse ;"I of
Abraham, IlThou and thy son," and of the- Israelitcs,
IlYe and your clildren." God bas thus luonored tht
famuhy rt'ation, in wvbich we have a type of tht relation
whlich should subsist betwten God and His believing
children. Tht famil>' bas as ont o! its objects the
propagation and maintenance o! truc religion. Tht
tvarfarc of tht Cburch and o! the world depeauds in large
measure upon tht religious conditionu of the families of
our land. If families grow up wvizhout God, ,vithouît
the cultivation of Christian graces, thien tht future of
tht Church nîu.t be darkindeed. Seeing then somucli
depends on the religious condition c! families, let us
endeavor to lay dow.n a !tw fundaniental principles wvhich
may be a help to those wvho ivish to faitbfully performi
the duties thuat devolve upon theni.

Famil>' religion first of al Inys its obligations upon
parents. AUl parents, ie Joshua, should realize that
religion :s a personal maLter. They sbould sa>' like
luim, Il As for aile, I wvill serve the Lord." AIl refornis
must btgin witlr self. Truc religion must bef-in in
personal dedication to God. In ever>' Christian home,
the parents must be servants o! God. The first dut>'
of a parent is a lafe devoted to God. It is this wvhich
creates a spiritual atmosphere in tht home, wvhich wvill
prove a blcssed mens o! grotvth iii grace to tht children
in tht bousehold. This consecration must be whole-
souleci. It must be a coaîsecration, not depending on
the opinion of others, but on love to God. Tht ideal
Christian home is that wbere the parents bave made this
personal consecration of themselves to God. In tht
New Testament wc' read of Lois and Euînice, tht grand-
mother and mother o! Timothy, as being parents inwhvom
dwvelt the truc sparit of personal consecration. blonica,
tht mother of Augustine, was a faithful Christian, and
under God August.ine owed ver>' nîuch to luis nîotber's
training and example. "lAil that is good in me I owre
to my u-nothtr,"' said Presidtnt John Quiaicy Adanis.
Here then is tht foundation stont of ta'ily religion.
viz., flit personal consecration of parents to God. A
question for ever>' parent is, IlHave I made this personal
consecration to God ?"I

Again, family religion embraces within its obliga-
týouqsboth parents and children. Parents must miake a
stand for themselves and ail wvho belong to them. Their
stand niust be likec thuat of Joshua, "lAs for me and ni>
l'Ouse wve will serve tht Lord." Nov God plainly indi-
cates un His Word hov parents are to do their dut>' to
their clildrcn. In Deuteronomy vi 6, 7, IlAnd these
wvords xwhich 1 command ilice this day saal be in thine
heart, and tbou shaît teacil themn diligcntly unto thy
children," etc. This palssage indicates how parents can
inale a stand for tlueir children, viz., b>' carefruhll
instructing themn in the commandments and wvill of God
revealed in H2is Word Tue Church and Sabbath scbool
aire important factors in religious training, but the>' are
not intended to relieve parents of their responsibilit>'
and duty. It is whtn parents are truc to their duties
and carefully and prayerfuil>' seek to train theirchildren
in the riglut way, that tht>' may expect the Sabbath
school and Cburch to be to theni a truc means o!
blessing.

Again family religion mustbe practical. With manj.
tht sum and substance r f religion is Sdtvation. This,
however, is a very narroiv: view o! religion. W. are

saved in order ta serve God. God wasits a people to
serve I-im. How often is service taught both in thc
Olci Testament and tic Newv. Exodus iV. 23, Il Let
tii> son go that hie may!serve nie; - Deut. vi. 13, IlThîou
shiait feur the Luid tliy God and Hobm only shaIt tlîou
bere.' In Romians % i. _-2 Paul sbus but bciicers, INow
beingmn de~free from sin and bccoaîie servants of God,
ye have , Iu fruit unto lboliaîess and the end cverlast-
ang life." Now what is it to serve Cied?î It is ta do
1-is will, to support and lionor lus cause, to believe
in Jesus Christ, to deny ourselves for His salie, to
btand up for righteousness, to present ourselves as
living sacrifices, which i our reasonable service.

In a Christian home tuie service of God occupies tlic
chief place. JI is a beautiful siglit wvhen parents and
children are seen truly serving God. It as in such
homes the mien and vornen are being trained who are
to carry on tlie work of God in the future. Let every
parent who may read this letter resolve wvith God's help
iluat he wvill do bis duty in leadirig the householcl as
wvell as himself to faitbfully serve God.

But again family religion must be a Confessed reli-
gion It must be a religion of xvlîich we are not
ashamed. Paul confessed lie wvas not ashamed of the
Gospel of Christ. Joshua confessed before the thlous-
ands of lsrael that he and bis bouse %vould follow God.
Now we want every father and mother to be like Patul
and Joslaua-not ashamed to conless before their
family. On one occasion Christ healed a man afflictedl
wvitlî unclean spirits. The man wvished to remain with

J esus, but Jesus s-1d, "lGo home to your friends and. tel]
thean what great t.îings God bath done for you and hath
bad compassion on you' Now let us be practical and
sc how parents can confess Christ. First parents car.
confess Christ by faithfully attending the bouse of God.
G od froni the beginning commanded and stil commands
those who fear Him to meet for His worship and for
instruction in the flouse of God. Examipie is more
powerful than precept, and therefore parents niust con-
fcss their regard for God b>' faithfully attending God's
bouse. Tbey shonid go because it is right, because it
is their duty, and if tht>' go from such motives tht>'
wvilt sooin love to go and say !: David, I joyed wvhen
it was said unto me, go ye up unto tht House of tht
Lord." Then parents can confess Christ b>' receiving
and believing the Gospel, and so become niembers of
Çhrist's Churcb. Christ says empbatically, If ye
confess me before men, I will confess you before my>
Father and the angels." Open confession muîst follow
sincere acceptance of Christ. Therefore, brethren, con-
fess Christ ini your homes. From the earlaest dawn of
reason let your children know that God dwells iii your
homes. At the table provided b>' Illt bouniy of God,
confess His name by asking a blessing. Confess God
b>' reading tht Bible and praying witlu and for vaur
hauseholds. Show your zeal for God's service by care-
fil instruction. Seek to helpyour cluildren in the pre-
paration o! thirSunday school lessons. Set that they
are taugbt the shor ter catecbism and to read and love
the Bible. Confess Christ also b>' a consistent fle ait
home and in the wvorld. Live a life of faith, of sobriety,
of purit>', of uprigbtness, and of charity, and thus show
your confession of Christ Io bc the outvward sign of an
inner life hidden witb Christ in God. I could give rnan>'
illustrations o! parents who were not ashamcd to con-
fess Christ belore thieir families. Joshua, who was flot
ashamed to acknowledge God ; Lydia, wlîose lieart the
Lord opened; Eunice, the motlier of Timothy; Zacharialu
and Elizabeth, parents o! John the Baptist, wbo walked
blameless before God.

And now. brcthrtn, in conclusion, let nis give this
subject of family religion the thougbtful cor.sideration
its importance demands. Let thoste of us wvho are
mini!ters seek to imprcss upon tht minds of Our people
the vital nceJ o! truc religion in ever>' home of the
Church. Let us scekto impress upon them th need o!
tht HoIy Spirits in ai our efforts at serving Hini, lest
wve become nitre formalists in our religion.

And now for our ministers, for our congregatior's
and families we earnest>' pray, "«The ver>' God o! peace
sanctify you wbolly, and I pray Gad your whole spirit
and soui a.nd body be prcserved blameless unto the
coming o! our Lord Jesus Christ."

In nanle of Synod of British Columbia.
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