
TRANS-ATLANTIO RETROSPEOT.

Anamne honoured for 1118 sacred liymns wherever the Englishi languago exteuds.
Especially the friend of childrea and of youth, for whose best welfitre

ho laboured well and wisely, without thought of faine or gain.

From ail that dwell below the skies,
Let the Creator's praise arise ;
Let the Rcdcemcr'z naine bc sur.g
Through ev'ry land by ev'ry ton-Ue."-W~ATTS.

A" purse of £5 was offered for the bcst poenm in connexion with the event;
twenty.one were sent in, but if we may judge of the reniaining twenty froin
the one 'which obtained the prize, we fear that the zuantie of Watts has not
fallen upon any of the aspirants. Vie cannot refrain froin quoting a short
estimate of the poetry of Dr. Watts, also fi-om, the Jlampsfdire Jadépendent.

"The writings of this swcet and gentle poet ivere not for an age, but for ail
turne, and it is impossible ta exaggerare their effect in leading the youth of our
]and into the pathe of piety and virtue. Coming into the world just as the mighty
Ptiritan bard of the Commonwealth was about to pass out of it, we niay saythat
the mantie of the author of «"Paradise Lost" is left behind ivith Watts, whose
special mission it was to popularise in sweet-flowving numbers the grand theme of
man's disobedience and redemption, which had been sunz iu more majestic mca-
sure by his glorious predecessor. We do not lam for this noblest of Soutbamp-
ton's sons ta have been a poet of as high an order as Spenser, SbakspE'are, or
Milton. The verse of these great master-minds will continue ta floiw like some
noble river dawn the course of turne, exeiting the wonder and admiration of future
ages, while the psalms and hymns of Dr. Watts 'will be like the refreshing spring
that came gushing forth from the rock of Horeb when touchied with the wand of
Moscs, to cool the parched lips of a multitude rcady ta perisb. One touchi of
nature inakcs the whole world kin, and the Divin2 sungs of the 9;weet "lPoet ci
the Sainctuary" will ever be popular, because, while proclainxsng the blece4
future that awa*.ts the just in another and a better ivorld than this, hoe is always
truc to, nature. In those Ilsweet fields beyond the swelling flood," hoe tells uis in
language that cames home ta every heart alike, and that 18 drawn froi the pure
well of English undcfiled, that the truc and faithful Christian shall bc rewardcd
far beyond ail aur ideam of carthiy blîss, Ilwhen suns shall rise and set no more 1",
We go ta the poctry of Watts for hope and consolation, as a weary traveller is
delightcd ta discaver in the descrt a pure and lifc-sustaining spring where al
around 15 barren.>Z

Froim the .&nnual Report oi TuE ENGLIS11 CONOREGATIONAL CJtAPETJ
IBuiLDiNo SOCIETY, We get a glitnpse ai the efforts put forth ta provide
church accommodation for the p, iple of Englaud. It says-

'«During the eight years ai its existencc, besides preparing a sinail manual on
Chapel-Building; adcpting an imprnved forin of Trust Dccd; prcparing plans;
and giving much practical guidance by officiai visits and correspondence; the
society has vated, in grants and boans, £31.57î0 in aid of 132 Chapels, the aggrc-
grit. entire cost of which may be estimated at £200,000; and the accom.nodation
at 70,000 Oitns f these chapels, 107 are completcd; eighiteen are building;
and seven are ta be commenced forthwithi.»

.And ihis it must be remnimbered, is but a srnall portion of the work bcing
donc. Amang Churchmcen and Dissenters of all classes, tiiere is an carncst
desire that the spiritual accommodation shahl bcar sornictling like a decent
proportion ' o the population, and that the apportunity for worship shall bc
broughv as it wure, ta cvcry nman's door.


