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dominant idea of the college authorities
(and vcr), naturally) scenis to have been
to inîpirt sa nîuch of culture as %vould
fit inen for the rough.-and.rcady lifé of
b)acktvoods settkmnhns. This idea reg.
ulated the style of mien î%'ho %vere re.j
*ceived, the preparatury training reqluircd
-of theni, and the nicthod and scope o
tic culture itself. 1 sPeak, ut course, ;n
gcneral terms. l'hec %erc çe\LelJttons,,
.doubtless.

This polity had, however, thc r"-dical
.defect tlîat it ivas suited ta a teniporary
state of .things, whiîch by.and.bye %vould
*cntirely pas awaY.

''le founderb of our great educational
systeni proceeded on an cntirely opposite
thcory. Rough and barbarous. as the
-country was at that tinie, they lookcd
forward to thc day when an advanced
.civilization wvould cover the land. Thcy
prepaired for it schcnîes of education,
suîÎted radier to the future than tu the
inmpcrfect present. Ccrtainly they have
.had their reivard. Wc have nov, pet.
haps, the finest systeni of education on
;the face of the enrth. Our common
-schools, high schools, ani universities,
.covcr the land; and our people, ed-
sicated under sucli a systeni, takzen
broadly and generally, arc aniong the
iiiost intelligent of populations.

Let us consider, then, the effect ofthe
-wvorking of thcse two, opposite systenis-
ANn ecclesiastical, education, suited for
the itiiperfeet developiiîcnt of tUecearly
sitage of our existence ; and a secular
.cducation, suitable to the niost advanced
state. Is it flot evident, that while those
-ivho are trained under the former can
niaintain their influence in tic days of
catrly developnîient, they will lose their
liold, and have a Iess and lesser degre
-of influence, as the people risc into
highcr stages of intelligence ?

It may be objected that if our miinis-
istry for the last quarter of a century
has not been abreast of the tines, it has
been nbrcast of uts neighbors, and that
-these ne;ghbors have made wnnderful
progress none cari deny. I do not care
et prescrnt to discuss th'e question
îvhether our rninistry is abreast
of its ncighbors, but I deliberate-
ly say that unless it is in advancc
of thei %ve can never miake progress, un-
lcss othor conditions are altered. For let
-us consider the position. We have adopted
a church systei which strips us of ail
adventitious nids. The poiwcr of such
aiids in other church organizations none
-can deny who are familiar wvith their
working. Even the othier brinch of the
Congregational order lias a powerful ad-
junct in a striking ordinance, of which
.tlie vcry nîost is iinade in the working of
the church. In our systelîl, howevcr,
cvcrything dcpends, and mnust deî>end,
upon the minîster hiniseîf. It is idle to
-taIk of its depending uplon ininister and
people. It is the inister who is the for-
muative power in the clîurcli. The peu0
ple takc their tonc trrin hini, and mnust
do so in the vcry nature of tlîings,. Th e
very working of our systeni, as it exists
-iiongst us, ficcessitates it. It :nay not
lie so in aither churches. But it is cnîi-
nently in a Congregational Church, as
such churclîcs arc known in Canada.
Having then adoptcd such a systeni, wc
-irc bound by evcry consideration ta sec
that the mien upon whoîîî wc place the
responsibility oi its ivorking shall be cquai
to the charge lad upon theîîî, by careful
selection in the first place. niaking sure
of their having faculties wh îchl would fit
ýthcnî fur the work . and then by thor-
ough training-se-ýcrctraining, letmne say

in mental and moral ctultturc--we rnay
educate a race of mien who will bc able
to cornnîand attention anywherc.

In giving utterain-e to the forcgoing
reasons it illlie observed tlîat nothing
has heen said as to certain atlier reasons
(lack, of the right kind of elîligration,
and so forth), whlich have sonmetilnies
hccn made promîincnt %whten discussing
'this question. 1 have taid îîothing of

these, because I do not believc in% theni.
'l'lie Baptist churches, ccrtainly, arc sub-
jcct to tlîe sainle influences ; yet whitec we
have beeîî stagnant, tlîcy have been îîîak-
iîîg striking adv:înces.

'lo cotîcitde the %vholc niatter, let nie
give e cpression to a few suggestions witli
regard to the future:

ist. Let uis rid ourselves of narrov-
ness and littlencss. lieing filled wvith
the idea that i'e have that in our pas-
scâsion whiîch is good for Uic whîole
peop>le of Canada, let uis feel the pres-
bute of respounsbîhilty to cxtcnd out systeni
over every part of it.

211d. L.et uis endeavor to break up
this spirit of rampant independency
indter which every church docs whit is
righit iii itu own'eyes. Independence is
often a nîcre iynonyin for self-will. In-
dependence is a powerfut shield against
ecclesiastical tyranny. liut when tyranny
is overthîrown, and free"loîn established,
other forces nccd to -,- " ý,.d into play,
if wc would consolia.. , ..dvance, and
assume an aggressive attitude. In ordc
to win victoria-s, we îîîust adopt for our
wvatciwords-oRG.AsZ'0.îo,--OR[)Eî,-
CO-Oi'ERATION. WVe iîîuISt salcrifice self-
wvill for Christ's Kingdonî. Self-will and
selfîshness have ruincd churches, des-
troyed îîscfulness, and rctarded progress
in innumerable instances.

Trhere is one kind of Independcncy
which would indced he desirable in mîany
cases, vii, independence of hielp) froin
outside sources. 1erpetual liauperisi
and indeliendence arc certainly flot coin-
patible.

So far nîy suggestions nîay be mcrcly
the utterance of ideas. A practical
mian-it inay be said-should say soine-
thing practical. But let us bear in iîind
that the world and the Chiurch are rulcd
by ideas. W'hcn ideas aie domîinant in
the iîind, thcy mnust force theiselvcs
into utterance in the shape (if policies,
arrangements, and lines of action.

3rd. But, procceding to practical sug-
gestions, 1 would say, in the first place,
we must incrensingly amni after a higher
standard of college education. Knox
College hans reccntly adoptcd the rule
thuat none but graduates in Universities
caîî be admitted within its %valls. Our
admîission standard should be raised to
soîîîething hike this. And aftenvards
such a rigid systeni of mental and
spiritual discipline slîould bcecnforced
that both uinspiritual men and dunces
should be plucked without mîercy.

4th. We miust make far more of orr
cliurch organization and life. There is
a tendency anîongst us tu relapse into-
the condition of mere auditors in a lec.
turc maoin. Our ordinances and meni-
bership require far more attention 'han
thcy receive. Piîrity of communion
should bc strenuously niiuVl : . Oiur
worslîip, or what we tiv îîlcased to cati
the Ilprclinîinary service," ought ta bc
advanced te the front place. TIhcre cari
bc no conîparison bctwecn the unin-
btructîve baldness of niany Congrega-
tional churches, and the edifying fui.
ness, scriîpturalness, and powver of sonie
otlier sections of the Blody of Christ.

It would be well, too, if therc was a
gencral adhesion to the solid bibjical
trîîth of ôld tiîîîes, and an avoidance of
shallow, unphilosoplical rationalism.

%We mîust, tee, îîakc mîore of our
church order. l'rumîincnt nien, bath
mnnsterS and lnynien, have sometinies
boazted that tlîey were flot denomiina.
tîonalists. Now, wlîile bigotry is ahonîii-
nable, ticre îs a spurtous liberahismn which
is nischievous. To say Il I arn not a
dcnoîîîinationahist " sornetimes mntas
"I do not care îvhethîcr 1 amn a Congre-

gationalist, a Methodist, or a Presbyte-
riatn." Clîurches whîolly of such mate-
rial %vould soon becoîîîc extinct as such.
.%e« have ne riglît te reinin separate
1uilless wc can give a reason for our ex-
istence.

5tli. Wc mnust siiplify ournîachinery.
Oîîr Hoine Missionary Society, Indian

Missionary Society, Latbrador Mission,
Maînitob>a Mfission, and Congregational
College, inîiglit ail be nîanaged by Coin-
inctes of tlîe Union.

Gth. 'lle Union itsclf ouglît to lue
strcngtliencd. Connection with it should
be the grouind of recognition, both for
('oîgreeational churches and luasters.
Separation froîîî it shîoîld be equivalent
to withîdrawal froîiî the body.

I put the 11,;t two suggestions I have
te niake in the shape of queries:

i. %'ould it not bc desirable to ctîlti-
vate a dloser colînection ivith the thoti-
sands of Aîîîcrican brcthîren on our
border ?

2. Ouglît we not te do sonîcthing for
3. Could wvenfot nîa.kq soniie systeîatic

.c4ro;tr (or Foreign Missions ?
femnale education.

Soliciting tlîe carncst and pra).-rful
attention of the brethtrcn te these letters,
and tlîanking you for the courtesy shown
in thecir insertion,

1 amn, &
A lr.iIct.MAN.

Momîtreal, April 7, 1881.
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grcatly intelliiied. At Pentecost,
an(i subscqtîeîtly, Pcter's wceakiless
lîad %vcIl-îîiglî vanishied, but the pre-
v'ailing chîaractcristic of lus teni-
peramnert %vas maintairicd lit its
lîigliest point. 1-le is the spokesniîan
wtlicncvcer a mouthpiece is nccded.
Jolhn, whlo before I "lcîntc on lus
nîastcr's breast lit stipp)er," clîiigs
now mnorc izitenscly thian eter to the
divine love that throbbed %vithiui it.
And in ecry believer tlîe Holy
Spizit acts on evcry faculty, of the
soul in its riglît relationship te thie
rest, guiding ItIl te the great end of
Christ's life and death. As if

"'ihe Saviour's Spirit enfranchised on
the Cross
F'roni the rent tabernacle of His
flcsh "

fillcd and directecl ail for Hilm.
2 Cor. iv. 17.

But the %vorking out of such a
nianhood, or individuality, meaus
freedoun for the man -personal.

liberty in tlioughit, action, life. Not
to be uscd as a cloak of malicious-
ness (i Peter ii. 16), neither as the

VIII. servant oi mnen rýz %-or. vii. 22, 23>,

A church foundcd on lineage had but as the servant of God or of
been tricd and had failed. That Christ. It is frecdom frorn the
fotîndcd on nationality combined dominion of sin-the world, the
witli lineage had also faiicd. The~ flcsh, and the devil-that by God's

decnat2P Araai h cto Spirit and truth men may be
esrcendaths Abad the monarcof mouldcd inte the divine image.carhlyfaters ad te mnarhyThus stood this flrst and infantof David, tlîe great model king, had Çhtîrclî of Christ-no one attemnpt-

alike and combinedly failed as incans n orsri nte;ntayn
of establishing the kingcloin of God a-ing t e restrain tern netc anof
limon- men. Writlî sorte naturalasngtcqeioevWhcuf

an Zoe> u .Ircns go us us greatest ? But each onc so
anh vîc ud heet orcfr boo i lhllcd %vith " peace and joy iii the
found teic h ulrd gireafte edc Holy Ghiost," and the spirit of ser-

found t hey sere nrtelucss vice to his Master as to be whollytional ends, te ei vrhls absorbcd in the wvork divine provi-totally insufficient as groundvorls dence had, for the time being, corn-
on which to build the churcu of God. mitted ta their hands. The life
A deeper and a firmer basis in "ithin corresponds te the latv with-
hunian nature hiad to bc sougbt. ou.Tee"n'isoiino u
No system of religion claiming to e u.Teei odsoiino h

be ~ ~ ~ Z frb o ol sfr eoer part of any to " exercise lordshîip'
blo thc mol d spioritua cier- as the Gentiles, or eldership as the
menltheo malî' anartu lle-e Jews, or governorship as at fcasts.
roms f ban's inte. iecn- Each one loves thieotîer, as hie lovesfromfarbackin he ewis ecn-imsef-as Christ lovcd themn.

emv, recoguîized along with the great Oefmiy lc wl nHm
national and fa-mily sign, %vas - a On ailtedl nHn,
r-ircumcision wvhich wvas not outward One Church 1hove, bcneath,
in the flcsh, but wvhich tvas of the Thougli now divided by the streamn,
licart in the spirit," (Rom. ii. 2S, 29 ; Ilhe narrewv streani of death."
Dent. x. 16) ;-a goîluine love of COUNTRY PARSON.
God and mani. (Deut. xx.6). (To ie rontinicd.)

And now for the flrst time in the
historv of the world there ks to be a lir~5on e .
Kingdom, a Church, a Society,
tvhosc bond of union shaîl bc indu- TIZRrE ZJ[IjrORT4AT IE
vîdual or personal, moral and._rT£jý
spiritual, iii opposition to bcing na- n Mew lditor afil/w Cantzidi zIsidepeii,L,a:
tional and linical. Siu,-Thrc things 1 wish to say which

The flrst Adam was at the head you nia), place under different hends, or
of a race aftcr the flcsh. 'lle last punt ailtugether as a short letter froma
Adami shal licnccforth bc at the hi', ab 't iiia> llease yen.

headof is eope a uic-enn-Y i. The Church at Ottawa did on the
hcad~~~~~~ ofBspol aqiknn 7th April by unanimions vote, heartily

Spirit. H-ence, Jesus Christ lias neo tluank the Colonial Congregational
descendants aftcr thc flcshi. H-e Miso"r Sccyad the Colna Ms
stands opposed te Abraham and bis sionary Society --for their long continued
posterity, as lie dees te Adam and assistance in miainîaining and carrying
luis postcritt'. Il That whicli is born forwvard its work," and resolve, theugh
of the flcsli is flcsh ; andi tlîat tvlicm net eut of debt on their propenty, to
is bon of the Spirit is spirit. (John strugglc on wmithout asking for a further
iii. 6, 7Y. " Whosoevcr shahi de the grant. Here are at once faith and piuck
will of my Fatlîcr wvlo is in hcavcîî, te be greatly comîuiendcd. 1 rejoice to
thc same is my brother and sister add that white their finances arc "lmore
and r other. (Matt. xii. 50.) j ncouraging than ever before, the spirit-

Nowv, the more intcnsely spiritual ual comidit!on of the Cliurch and con-
men are, thxc moec truîy pcrsomal gregation is as hopeful as are its teni-
and indiu-idnal tlîcy become in char- Poa affairs.

actr.If ouwould dcny te men1 2. Rev. J. Burton's communic-ition,
acter. f yenn iyour îast isbue on -Churcli Extension"

individuality, yen must deny te I%'hould have irnuxediate attentmon. He
thein aIse spirittîality. The dis- 1 us nob discouraged liecause mie one
ciples under Christ wtve perMit- has writtcn in yeur pages on thue subject
ted the full play of ithcir Ildi-: since his fi-s;t.nneunceiient. Wc u
viduality ; but "filledl %vitlî the thingc=nbcesaid but *'ye, it isimportane,
Hely Ghost," that indivicluality wvas jone dois net cire te trouble you. I an.


