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IHE CANADIAN INDEPENDENT.

1¢ acasted oceasionyih by lus aged gocly father, Rev.
W 3 argess, and three devoted Chrisian brothers,
Kinestoy, Beonet - - The annual meeting of the
church was held on the 2:ad mst, and the dSunday
school festival on the 23rd. The £ ilowing facts ap-
pearcd in the reports  Total number of names that
have been on the church 1oll, 103 5 number removed,
nincteyn ; present membership, 84 ¢ of which number |
nine are absent.  Dunng the past year nineteen have
been received, one by letter and cighteenby profes.
sion, while three have beenremoved, giving a net .,
crease of snteen,  The Sunday school numbers 145
scholars and twenty-six teachers and cfficers.  Of the
twenty-one teachers, twenty are manbers of thcs
Chuich.  The treasurer’s  statement shewed the
receipts to be §$1,06a 74 and the expenditure the same, |
wcluding a «ma'tbuance n hand,  The buddingg and
church s free from debt for the reason that debts
have never been incurred.  ‘The Sunday school has |
been sell-suppotting and bas added to its hbrary |

$26 worth of books, as we'l as contributing $12 3

“IThe SSunday S3chool.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON Vi1

RYEV e roscer s THE S AMPER.

thi0

Matt v
1) 8.

Gorpes Trxr.--*Be ye therefore perfect, even as
your Father which 1s 1n heaven s perfect.” --Mait, v,
43,

HOME STUDIRS,

M. Matt v. 33 48....The Tongue and the Temper.
I, Jamesan 3 18,. Govetming the Tongue,

W, Tukew 27-38 . Loving our Enemics.

th, Rem, an. 9 21 ...Love without Dissimulation,
t. Jamus v, 1016 .Sweanng Forbidden,

N Dautr 11 ......Poor Remembered.

.i:ﬂv. 1 Pet.13-ag . Be ye Holy.

HELYS TO sTULY,

The Saviour, in Hise ** Scrmon on the Mount,” continues
the cxposation of the Moral Law.

He naheradds to the law nor takes away from nt, but he
teseals the true spanit of i, and extabits it i all is compe-
hensiveness and minuteness, exjponng the eorruptions and

I
of a matter we are naturally inchned to give oursclves the
benett of the doubt; whereas we are here tauht that the
spint of Chastrunty tends ather the other way. that is, toe
wanis giving the benetit of the doudt 10 our neighbour,

Chust hnows human nature, and He evidemly does not

think it necessary to introduce, in this connection, any safee
puanrdan behalf of self.  Chinstans have made such sacri.
hees of their own just clatme as are here irshcated, when by

s «v doing they could ** heap coals of fise " on their cnemnes’
headsand advance thei .\fmlcl’s hingdom.

L CHRISTAN BENEVOLENCE. —Vers, 43:.48.  The
LJewish commentators on the Ol Testament Scaptures had

introduced many corruptions and perversions of God's come
mands,

. ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine
enemy.  The finst clause they interpreted as applying only
to their fellow.Iaachtes ; the second was an addition of

thew own, and they applied it quite hbetally to the sur-

i rounding nations,

The spint_ of true Christianity breaks through national
"prejudice and makes neighbours of all mankind (Sce par-
table of Good Samanitan).

' Love your cnemies. What! love the wicked? love

i the enemies of Gud, and the opponcnts of Lhis cause ? Ves,
we are to h.ve even theee, but not their ways or their pnn.
ciples or their doings,  God hates sin, but lic loves sinners.
His chiddren ase hike Thim, and they, 1o the best of their

toward a fund for a new school bulding.  The Revs. j carrcening ihe crrors isto which the Jews had fallen regard. iy, make the came disunction. “The hind of love here

Mr. Brock, Dr. Jackson, and W. M. Peacock gave
addresses, and the ladies furmished an abundant feast, |
while the choir rendered some excellent music. The ;
meeting was an eaceedingly pleasant one, as an out- |
sider, who sends you this, can testify.

GRrANBY, P.0) — On Sabbath, the 18th January,
the members of the Congregational church and
socicty, Granby, took possession of the basement of
thesr bandsome new biek church edifice, the founda. !
tion stone of which was lad a hittle over six months !
ago. The day was onc to be remembered by alli
present.  The pastor, Rev. R, K. Black, preached to!
a very large congregation from Exodus aaxui. 14, 13
In the cveming a prayer and praire ticeting was held, |
and addresses given by members of the church and!
others.  ‘The room, which 15 large, ight, warm and:
well venulated, will be u<ed by the congregation for
public worship, and Sabbath school, unul the mam
audience room 1s finished.  On the next day, Monday
the 19th, 1z the afternoon, the annual business meet.;
ing of the church and congregauon for the reception
of accounts, clection of trustees, allocation of seats
ctc., was held, the pastor in the chair.  The accounts
of the trustces and Building Commuttee, presented by
Mr, James Key, secretary-trcasurer, and read by Mr.
G. E. McIndoe,exhibited on the whole a very granfy-
ing state of finance, considering the present heavy|
pecuniary habibiies of the congregation.  The current
cxpense fund shewed a debt of S160 duc the treasurer,
which was fully mct by the camributions of those
present and others. The Bulding Comnutiee’s
report was most encouraging, as shewing that the
instalments of contributions had been for the
most part promptly paid, some of them in advance ;
the whole of the present indebtedness was covered by
instalments yet due, and a considerable surplus wou!
be over, wherewith to complete the church edifice. It
was also announced that the church had adopted the
weekly offering system of finance, which it is hoped
will be a decided improvement on previons methods.
In the evemng of the sume day a social was held
which was largely attended.  The ladies of the con-
gregation provided abundance of good things, as also
readings, singing, etc., and thus closed a happy day.
Despite the inconvenience of worsliupping ina hall too
small for the needs of the people, this congregation
has grown during -the past few months, and there
have been a considerable number of hopeful conver-

sions.  Under God this 1s largely owing to the help
of two lady evangehsts, Misses Geldard and Mudie,
who have been labouning most indefatigably in the
country around Granby.

ACTIVE men, Like mtilstones in motion, if they have
no other grist to grind, will set fire one to another.—
Fuller. ,

A WIFE'S constant cffoit to make home attrac-
tive often has more to do with the husband’s habits
than anything else.

In plilosophy as in nature, everything changes its
form, and onec thing cxists by the destruction of

i we can ascertam how very far the structure we are bulding :

Cenly toactions bat to theught and feeling, the Saviour now
tahes up the thinl commandmient.

another.—Lord Lytteltos.

ingat, and taaching the peaceable, hieral, and sell-sacntic-

iy pamoples of Chinstanity, a< opposed to the quarsel-?

some, nauow, and seltish dictates of fallen human nature.

Lise Meral Law as the rule for cur gmdance i daily hfe ; I

its the hine and plummet, the square and level, h{ which i
1

for steimity s astray from what it ought to be; it shews us |
(as 3t shewed to Paul) what sinners we are; and so ttis
s our schoounaster ™ to hrng us, day by day, to Chnist.

‘The thice lessons taught are : (2) Chrustian Simpiraty |
and L'urity of Speecqy (2} Christian Forbearance, () Chris-
tran Benconence,

Lo CHRISHIA « SIMPLICTTY AND PURITY OF SPrLECH. —
Vers. 33-37  Having shewn the scope and reach of the
aath and seventh commandments, ami their appliczuon not

Thou shalt not forswear thyself: that is, thou <hait
not swear falsly or porjuee thyselt. Tlns was the Jewish
intesprctation of the command ** Thou shalt not take the
name of the Lond thy God o vam ;7 and this interpretation
1s conrect as far as it goes 5 butat does not go far enough ; 1t
condemns oath-bicahing, but says nothing about unneces-
sary of iy ruper oath-making.

An 0atl 15 2 most solemn appeal to God as a witness 1o
the truth of a watement, the good faith of a promice, etc.,
and 18 necessaty 1n certain cases in connection with the ad.
miristration of justice in our courts of law.

sach an appeal s not in ateell wrong ;s but it must be
made only when absolutely necessary § 1t must he made with
due constderation and solemmity 3 and it must invohe God
Himeelt, the Thghest, and not any created being or object.

Abrabiun, inswearing, hited up s **hand unto the Lozd,
the most hiyph God, the rmsc«sur of beaven and earth,”
(Gea. xiv. 16}, the angel which Jubn saw standing upon the
catth ** hited up his hand to heaven and sware by Hun that
liveth forever and ever” (Rev. x. §, 6); and **when God
made pronuse to Atnaham, lecause He could swear by no
preater, He sware by Humeell * (Heb. vi 13).

Swear not at all ; neither by heaven, etc. Jacolus
—currectly, we think—lunus the eaxpression *“atall” 1o
such oljects as thuse named, heaven, the earth, Jerusa
lem, etc., the modern successos of which ate, ™ jingo,”
pum,” ¢ George,” **pally,” “my word,” **my honour,”
*my soul,” and ruch hke. Camnot all the boys, yes and
ail the guls, in our Sabbath schools be got to understand
that the sin consists 1a a cestam pasicular use of the voord
1y, or *“upon, ' no matter what comes afier them.

The person who swears by any created of ject puts that
olject s Gad's place, and thus breaks the fust conmmandment,
i not the thisd; equally futile s the Lunghing attempt 10 com-
nut this sin with snpumty by calbrg Gud nicknames.  Itis
exeendingly silly of people to aimagine that they can get 1o
heaven by ther sinariness in evading the letter of the law,

But profanity doesnut always assumeeven this thin dicguse,
In its open, unblushing, dizect form, though not so faskion-
ableas it once was, it is fearfully prevalent among our work-
ing men and among our youth. We pity the poor victim of
passion, who, in the extiematy of his 1age, gives uiterance to
bitter cutses 3 but 1s he not cqually an olject of pity who
with a Jight Jaugh names the sacred name of God, and in-
vokes condemnation upon humself or others with a pleasani
smile on s hips,

In ordinary arcumstances the statements of the known
ttuth-teller require no oath for confirmation ; and what
hinders the bieaker of the third commandment from breaking
the nuth also ?

1. Cukistias ForpeARANLE.—Vers. 38-42. This pas-
sage is 10 be taken as indicating the spint which ought to
actuate the Chustian, rather than as giving directions to be
hiterally followed.

An cye for an eye, ctc., was the rule laid down for
magistrates in punishing personal injuries, but the Jews took
1t as the rule for their guidance in private hfe.  This re-
vengeful spinit is wrong.  We should do to others, not what
they do 1o us, but what we swowld have tnem do to us,

Self-defence s not forbadden ; we are to do what is right
and just towards oursclves and our families, as well as to-

neulcated does not imply moral approbation ; it is bene-
tolence, or posd will,

Bat, our own personal cnemies, are we to love them 2
Yes; it as not n human nature to do so, but God, in an-
swer to prayer, will give us the power. The Saviour Him-
sdf prayed for thowe who were engaged in putting Him to
death, and many a Christian martyr since has followed His
example, cven as

** The sandal tree perfumes, when riven,
The axe that faid it low,”

HOW HLOYS MAY SUCCLED IN LIFE,

It may be that you ate debaried from enteting upon that

i business for which you believe yourself to te best adapted.

t

In that case, make the best chuice in your power.  Apply
yourse i fanthfully and earnestly to whatever you may under-
takz, and you cannot well help achieving a moderate suc-
cess.  Patient apphcation sometuncs leads o great results,

You emphasize the fact of your being a poor boy, but this
affords no grounds of discoutagement.  The American Pres.
dent, Andrew Johnson, did not learn to read and wnte until
he was after twenty-ore.  So numerous are <imilar cases
that 1t almost seems as if poverty, instead of being a hin-
drance, were a posiive help.  Rich boys ate often spoiled,
and their encrgres sapped and  undermuned by Juaurnious
habits, the too free use of money, and the lack of that dis.
cipline which comes from indigence.

As an element of success, great stress must be laid upon
incorruptible integrity, which of late years is unfortunately
too rarcly found. A business man once saud to the writer,
I can find plenty of smart young men towork for me.
What 1 want is an honest clerk, whom I can imphicitly
trust,”

Scarcely a day passes in which some defaleation is not
rought to light. Wide-spread wnsery often results from
the Jax panciples of some young man placed in a posiion
of tnst, Let our young friend resolve that he will live on
bread and water ather than appropriate a penny that is not
s own. A boy or man who establishes a 1eputation for
strict honesty il not remain long out of employment.

Don’t give up all your time to business, Reserve a part,
if only an hour daily, for reading and mental improvement,
Some men promnent in business have found time for a
wide and vaned course of reading, which made them agree-
able and instructive companions. ~ Once at a dinner party an
eminent clerpyman made an incorrect historical allusion, and
was at once set right by a quiet merchant who sat beside
ham,

Last of all, remember that you owe a debt to humanity,
Try 10 hive and latour so that the world may be nicher and
manhind the happier for your having lved. A great in-
ventor, a great philanthrepist, leaves a legacy to his race,
Who can estimate ihe incalcutable debt of the world o the
msventor of printing, of the stecam engine, of the telegraph ?
\Who will deny that Washington, Franklin, and John How-
ard helped to make the world better than they found it?
Will not the memory of Seott, of Dickens, anu of Thackeray
live in the fund of innocent pleasure which their works ase
destined to aflord fur gencravions to come?  All cannot ate
tain their celelnty or emulate their great achievements, but
no one 1s so humble that he cannot promote in some depree
the happiness of those around him,

A good mother, when her son was leaving the home of his
chile. hood and going out 1nto the great world, knowing that
he was ambitious, gave hum this parting injunction s ¢ My
son, remember that though it s a good thing to be a great
man, it 1s a great thing 1o be a gocd man,”

No sounder, no truer words were ever spoken. A great
man may dazzle, but 2 good man is a beacon shining afar,
by whose beneficent light a anultitude are enabled to walk in
safety. The best success is often achieved by the humblest,
and an obscure life, well spent, is better than a wicked re-
nown.—Scollisk Americasn.

In 1830, the native Christians in India, Burmah, and
North and South Ceylon, numbered 27,000. Last October

waids others ; butin case of doubt as to the right or justice

there were 460,000.



