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vantage of the latter, and admitti * how very much behind
in all essentials, was our own brigade.

It isno longer possible for the tanst ardent admirer of our
Fire Committee to hug himseltin the blind belief that
“our fire depariment is -« co-ul to none on this continent,”
for hard stubborn facts, vot only prevent bis *laying that
flattering unction to his soul,” but compel anyone, nut aper-
manent resident at Longue Point Asylum, to acknowledge
that, onthe contrary, Montreal's brigade is the most under-
manned, the worst equipped, and the least disciplined, poor-
est paid, and most incfliciently commanded curps of any city
laying the slightest claim to mudern civilization ; while for
the cummiercial metropolis of Canada, its condition is simply
disgraceful.  “T'v prove our assertions, we net only refer to
the facts givenrs in the Jast twe issues of T Curoxicr,
but to the great destruction of propesty for the past iwo or
three years, and the truly famentable plight in which the
fice of the 2rstult. Jeft the brigade. “Then, again =) atthe
whole system from the chuice of the men, the snomalous
position of the Chicf, want of drill, the scaay clothing
allowed, the miscrable cotamisariat, old-fashioned appliances,
three out of the seven engines being quite unreliable, defee-
tive life-saving appanatus, cte,

When we turn 1o Nuow York and study the rales Laid down
for the chuice of men, the high moral and physical standard
requisite in the first insance. sceondly the gynmastic train-
ing, the drill and disapline 1 wlhich they are subjected, ae
salaries, commencing at $1,co0 a year. with the incentive of
promotion for guod conduct and cfiiciency, we are inclined
to lay down our pen in despairat the Herculean Jabor neces-
sary to sweep out our Augean Stable—we had nearly written
shambles. Iut as our dear friend, Mrs. Micaw! er, was fond
of remarking, ¢ experenta does 1, and vur great hopee lics
in the fact that the public at last scem thoroughly 10used to
the true position of afiars, and when that 15 the case there
is generally a move in the nght direction. Lot us trast that
there will be no hall-mcasutes, bt that a sweeping reform
will be immediately inaugurated ; and that the time when
puppets of the aldermen are appointed to save our propeny
from the flames will be numbered among the past ; that the
fire brigade may shorly be placed under the contrel ¢f paid
Commissioners, and commanded by a competent, welljaid
chicf, haviug full control and responsiliility ; that the men
may be deutled in number, better paid and bLetter fiund;
that the entise couipment, both of the bagade and the sal-
vage corps, may be materally enlarged and duproved. Then,
and not until then, will the featul waste of property Le
stopped, which will amply repay the oxjense meedinl for
such improvemenis,

Were it not for the salid enn druction of Montreal, we
might receatly have had a conthigration,  The bases of late
years have beean far alwwe, both in value and valess, what
they shiould have been ; tor which the vivie antheritics,—nnt
the insurance companies—are indireetly. it wnt dire Ay, res-
ponsible. 1t now rests with the puliliz—i the insurance
campanics-~to see o it that s is rectitied at olice ;as with
our anliited supply of water there sheald be s reasen why
Montreal should not, with an clitcient, well disciplined, an<}
properly equipped fire hrigade, have its fire loss hazard re-
duccd 10 a minanum.
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THE HOUSE OF LORDS.

There are five hundred and forty-cight persons entitled
toa scat in the English House of Lords. They are made
up as follows:

PPeers of the blowd Royal...... §
DukeSeces cavenenecareaanas 22
MArquises.ccves ceiens cvuaes 20
) DL 1 ¢ PO P £ 1)
VisCoUmlS . covvs ineorennecees 2

Archbizhops..oiee - ciieas 2
ShopSiaenae cee onanans 22
Scotch representatis e jeets.. 16
Iush representative poers. . 26
Batons ceveeenienneeen.283
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Scotch and Irish peers bave not the privilege of sitting in
the House of Lords in their own right, but clect represen-
tatives from their number.  “There are cighteen Scoteh and
sixty-three Isisiv prers who are net entitled 10 2 seatin the
House of Lords,  Since the Union, new prers are alimost
invariably created peers of the United Kingdom.  No new
ones at all can be created i the peerage of Scotland, and
only under certain conditions can any in that of Ircland.
The non-representatic ¢ Scotch peers all hold patents dating
before 1687,
The titles under which the presentinembers of the House
of Lords sit were created as under:

Yaar 12000 1200 ceeeeeeees 0 Yaar 2lgoeto slaon....... . 30
1300 = 1399 cveeeen-en 4 1700 = 1799, c0era.. 131
1800 = 1499 . cvneecuess 13 1800 — 1849...0....143
1580 = 1509 .0 cce eaees 20 1839 — 1886........°37
iy — l'-»l'_l. o seccees 37 ——

g2z
As<hblistopriche and Bodiogricks 29
348

From this it will be scen that our owa times have been
very active in the creation of new peerages, more than onc-
half being dated since 180¢. It must be 1emembered, how-
cver, that these titles were not invarialily conferred on com-
maners, but on peers who were merely mised inrank.  Itas
nevertheless elear that but for the additions which are being
steadily made to it from the Commuons, the pecrages would
be mapidly reduced ta numbers.

Among the oldest existing pecrages are the fullowing:

1
<

1263 Lorddde R 1342 Earl of Shrewstary.

1204  lord Hadgings. 134> Loutd Foilwes, (premicr tason
1264 lowd Camioys. of Scotland)
1307  led Dacre. 1355 Earl of Caitliness  Scaichy).
1309 Lonl Beanmont. 1458 Easl «of Meston (aIreoglasy.
1398  Easl of Cranford (Semt'nd)1gS;  DIule of Norfulk.

1303 Earlof Mar (Title was 1385 Kaed oof Derbye.

annlle in the time of the
Pirteneler, It vortitmol
by Actin 1353.)

NEW BRUNSWICK BOARD OF
FIRE UNDERWRITERS.

The twenty-third anuual mecting was held at the Board
Room, in St John, gth January, 1853,

The following companics were represented: Queen.
Northern, L. & L. & Globe, Commetcial Union, Phenix of
Brooklyn, Lancashire, Scattish Union and National, Lundon
and Lancashire, Pheenix of London, Impedal, Roval Can.
adian, Narwich Umen, Weatern, British America, London
Corporation, National, Atlas, Nasth British & Mercantile,
Clasgow and Loudon, JEwa, Hartford and Fire Insurance
Assaciation.

At the clectinn of afficers, Mr. Geo. E. Fainveather (Lon-
don and Lancashire) was unanimously tendered :e-clection
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