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iii gold, as it is Canada. Il' that is muade obiigatc'ry,
the exact autounit of sucli i,-sties h)ecoutes a .ou1
question, as cxper-ence shows titat a circulati. i te
deemabie on detuanci ini goici regulates itseif autottiati
caliy according to the v'aryittg contacionîs ofbsie.
Ail hiope of the States hiaving as souttd, as ela>tie. a
easiiy %vorked a cura ency as Canada feîîjos k, %aiti
until the fallacy welhave exposed isaiiandithed. and
the true secret af the ex~cellenîce of the Canadian SS

teru rccogtiied hy legisiationi.

TZ. C08T 0F INCEIMDARISM TO CANADA-
AN ESTIMATE.

0f ail the crimtes which unprincipied meni commit
against the weifare and wcii.lteilig of society with the
least liabiiity of detection, we îhlik inicenidiarisîn1 and
arsosi must raunk ftrst. Nor iteeci we woticer ai luis,
seeing that certain combustible and highly int1laintiable
miaterials are nowadays .so easily procurabie andi witiî-
out suspicion, niay evemt lie kept it stock-aso, that le
intending imcendiary lias usxmally wi'liin his commîrol :cii
facilities of time and circunistance, sO nrrangimîg natters
that hie shial cinjoy a clear coist for bis iieflîriotis opera-
tions. Iindeed, ilis tiot ltconnnomî 10 Ibid sucli fiti c>mme,
wvhen undex accusation, successfuily i.etting np an a/il',
which lie iniseif lins comtrived, by lte is'e of a Slow
burxtang fuse antd coniistibles, so tlit liaurs before lthe
outbreak -of a ire tiius induceci lie is probaly tuiles away.
As regards inost crimes, soilne cvidetices are ttearly ai-
ways obtainable, and sonte chies iuidicaied bYtaera
matters and things couniectecd wili ilie deed whiere coin-
nuitted; but liereiin, te vcry fire itself provides t' 1-
ready ncam~ f obliteratiomi anîd effacemîtemt of the ilicein-
diary's w-ini.. Weil lias it beesn said lit of ail crinme.s
knowx to the law, iîucîciiaristt' iiiost effectîtaily baffles
justice, and of ail fratiduient agemciesï brouiglittolr
upon insuratîce compatties, it is tie least liable 10 di-
tection aîîd the most scidoni pîînished.

Tlie Rkviecw of N. -i. says it is coltsidered by cotiser-
vative underwriters that at ieast -, per cetnt. of te fire
loss in Canada and the United States is attrib .alble to
criminally contrivedl fires, sonte of ilictin started for
Il fûtn," soute for revetige, but the îttajority imt otdcr to
swindie the insurance coulpanies. Now, if titis be a
reasonably correct est intate-and, somtîeltoi, , vu iniclinte
to think it is about righit,--let us sec whiat iîtcettciarisilt
lias cost Canada for onie year.

Taking the Governinent retuirls for i 89)3, we find that
the fire losses amoîînled to $5,o52,69o. anud 2,5 per cetnt.
of this gives us the immense suni of $1,:!63, 172. Tihis
of course represents only the loss iiî:flicted Gmi the itîsuir-
atîce companies. We wili utot attetupt to estituate tlîc
additional ioss faliing on those whio were utiinsured, oi
ouly partially insured. WXe take front the sanie reliable
source the total of fire premiums paid iti Cantada duritîg
1893, and flnd it to be $6,793,595, therefore, according
to the estimate, over 18 per centt. of thiese prenhinns tvas
lost to the iztsurance companies by incetidiarisin in this
country. This luss to the companies is afîer ail lte
loss of the insuring public, because ultiniately the latter
inust tmake il good o the former eitiier by paying in-

creased rates for imitsritce, or by the longer continu-
alnce of the rites presuitly Charged. supposing lthe
peoîufle of Cantada possesbtd cf very iiîtufficieîtt or -10
facilities fur itmsum îîmg titeir propert> . atnd thiat the fire
ioss of enci t-car for *i'.ltîost part feul directly upoti tue
iliiii:tias cotttposimtg lthe stfferittg Coli uti li cs, tvotîld
tiot tlie peoi)ie tlteiiiselvess,-ooti mîtsist otn lia -.itig tiie pro-
tectioni afforded hy iiorolughly efficiet ire -applinces
and eciu1mily eflicieîit legal ttîacli*.ilir% fur lthe crusiitg
out of itîcetîdiarismît ? We iik lmy soomi woîthai, aîîd
we also t:tkomme of tlte tîtost vallxmhie ai<ls 10 the well
kntovmt iii,lu <i/ ffet of ever-ready lire appliatices aîtd a
sîîîart brigade. voîtild he foultd iii tIme iîîakiî:.g sure, at
wlittever cos*. 'rI a coronter's itîquest beittg Iîeld !il every
case wltere fire occurrcd, tinlcss iiittmti' evide:tce
'«as -tt ltaîtd sliowittg the cause to lie accicietl \lieîî
a cleatit accurs on oîte's pretîxises, if froîti itatiîral causes,
a Certicate to m:'ch effect tiust lie gi'etî; if accidemîtal,
lime coroîter clcusif ait ituest be itecessary. If there
are 4. suispicionis ciriruimus atices "lthe iiquest is certain
to fe ow-

Treat ail lires iniiiîi lte sanie way, aîtd foilow a
suspect, or ittcettdiary, as you woulci a nturderer, as, iti-
<Ici-c, lie loci ofîcit imtcidemtlallv becones, and '«e venture
to, predici for a comniiiiii1y sO pîiccled a low loss
ratio.

Il. as tce tistotin 10 ie.-lt oti the imsuratice cottîpanies.
rie cottîp)atiiesw'iliipylielosses. Tiis be-Ief or feel-
itîg -s ait te bottotit of lte resistatîce made by many
towmt coucils and corporations '«he ittvited to ixtiprove
tlueir fire plit*t anîd ('10 getîeraliy wliat lthe Fire Under-
'«riters, '«ho oiglit to1 kîtow best, poinît ont as for the
beitefmt of.-.1l coîîcerîîed in the rect uctioxi of lte animal
Ilfine '«aste," whiict '«as $5,os:!,69o iu 1S93 aiolîe. ll
the anagem:et of tlteir civic affairs, citizemis realize

fast euiougliî.tiaît tvc-ry outiay for parks, paving, sew-%ers
amtd so ott, limatns fr-r a tinte ait iîtcre.-sed tax rate, and
are cottet to 10ookto lthe future of titeir to'«u for coni-
penisatioti.

1E*qiaiiy hlev rc-aliie tlIt soutte outiays are reaily
ecotionties. 'No'«. if îiîey could coic t0 regard te
coîtttsel attd xggtimsof te iîtsurance conîpaîties in
sonte such w. Y, say as frotît a contutiittce of their owrt,
lia viug ilîsium-Ilice iti cliarge, atîd gi¶x. lied to their re-
coanniendatiotîs, tiot as givetî itt lte soie iuteress of the
coni, .nies, but for the profit of ail, rîtîcl '«ouid be
gaimted.

A bill l...s beeti brouglît beiore lthe Quebec Legisia-
turc, witli the object of stopping coronters front holding
fire inquests-very properly this lias been opposed.
Siîouid it, however. beconie iaw, il tviil be a retrogradt
step, utttess provisioni is nmade foi soute official wviti:
full po-,ers to act iii place of the coroner. To sum up,
we %,vould give as our best counsel and advice 10 ai
tîtunicipalities for 1895:

i. Provide for a proper thorough inque-st int tire
cause of every fire itowever swall, remembering that
the sutaîl fire may have been extiingîisied too sooii to
l'-ilfill its object, axîd may start up agaiti, if you do notý
xtow ferret out ils origiii.
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