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in gold, as it is Canada. If that is made obligatery,
the exact amount of such issues becomes a seconda. y
question, as experience shows that a circulati.  1¢
deemable on demand in gold regulates itself automati
cally according to the varying conditions of business.
All hope of the States having as sound, as elastic. as
easily worked a curency as Canada enjoys is v
until the fallacy we have exposed is abandoned, and
the true secret of the excellence of the Canadian sy
tem recognized by legislation.

TH¥ COST OF INCENDIARISM TO CANADA-—
AN ESTIMATE.

Of all the crimes which unprincipled men commit
against the welfare and well-being of society with the
least liability of detection, we think incendiarismm and
arson must rapk first. Nor need we wonder atv this,
seeing that certain combustible and highly inflammable
materials are nowadays so easily procurable and with
out suspicion, may even be kept in stock—also, that the
intending incendiary has usually wi‘hin his control all
facilities of time and circumstance, so arranging matters
that he shall enjoy a clear coast for his nefarious opera-
tions. Indeed, it is not uncommon o find such an one,
when under accusation, successfully setting up an afify
which he himself has contrived, by the use of a slow
burning fuse and coml astibles, so that hours before the
outbreak of a fire thus induced hie is probably miles away.
As regards most crimes, some evidences are nearly al-
ways obtainable, and some clues indicated by material
matters and things connected with the decd where com-
mitted ; but herein, the very fire itself provides '«
ready i<aus of obliteration and effucement of the incen-
diary’s wors. Well has it been said that of all crimes
known to the law, invendiarisw most effectnally baffles
justice, and of all fraudulent agencies brought to bear
upon insuratce companies, it is the least liable to de
tection and the most scldom punished.

The Revieiw of N. Y. says it is considered by conser-
vative underwriters that at least 23 per cent. of the fire
lossin Canada and the United States is attribt .able to
criminally contrived fres, some of them started for
“ fun,” some for reveuge, but the majority in order to
swindle the insurance companies. Now, if this be a
reasonably correct estimate—and, somelio, , ~ye¢incline
to think it is about right,-~let us sce what incendiarism
has cost Canada for one vear.

Taking the Goverzanent returns for 1893, we find that
the fire losses amounted to $5,032,690, and 235 per cent.
of this gives us the immense sum of $1,263,172. This
of course represents only the loss ir:flicted ¢n the insur-
ance companies. We will not attempt to estimate the
additional loss falling on those who were uninsured, or
only partially insured. We take from the same reliable
source the total of fire premiums paid in Canada during
1893, and find it to be $6,793,593, therefore, according
to the estimate, over 18 per cent. of these premiums was
lost to the insurance companies by incendiarism in this
country. This loss to the companies is after all the
loss of the insuring public, because ultimately the latter
must make it good to the former either by paying isu-
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creased rates for insurance, or by the longer continu-
auce of the rates presently charged. Supposing the
peonle of Canada possessed of very nsufficient or m0
facilities for insunng their property, and that the fire
loss of cach year for the most pari fell directly upon the
indiviuuals composing the suffering communities, would
not the people themselves soon msist on having the pro-
tection afforded by thoroughly cfficiemt fire appliances
and equally efficient legal machivery for the crushing
out of incendiarism > We think they soon woula, and
we also think one of the most valuable aids to the well
known mosas effect of ever-ready fire appliances and a
smart brigade. would be found in the making sure, at
whatever cost. ot a coroner’s inquest being held in every
case where fire occurred, unless undoubted evidence
was at hand showing the cause to beaccidental.  When
adeath occurs on one's premises, if from nuatural causes,
a certiticate to :nch effect must be given ; if accidental,
the coroner decides if an inquest be necessary.  If there
are “ snspicious circums ances ” the inquest is certain
wof ow.

Treat all fires in mucl. the same way, and follow a
suspect, or incendiary, as you would a murderer, as, in-
deed, heteo often incidentally becomes, and we venture
1o predict for a community so protected a low loss
ratio.

It 1s the custom to lesn on the insurance companies.
T'he companies will pay the losses. This belief or feel-
ing 1s at the bottom of the resistance made by many
town couticils and corporations when invited to improve
their fire plant. and do generally what the Fire Under-
writers, who ought to know best, point ont as for the
benefit of a1l concerned in the recduaction of the annual
“fire waste,” which was §3,052,690 in 1893 alone. In
the managenent of their civic affairs, citizens realize
fast enough, that every outlay for parks, paving, sewers
and so on, means frr a time an increased tax rate, and
are content to lookto the future of their town for com-
peusation.

Equally diey realize that some outlays are really
cconomies. Now, if they could come to regard the
cowrasel and suggestions of the insurance companies in
sorae such w. ¥, say as from a committee of their own,
having insurance in charge, and giv. heed to their re-
commendations, not as given in the sole interestsof the
comp .nics, but for the profit of all, much would be
gained.

A bill i..s been brought betore the Quebec Legisla-
ture, with the object of stopping coroners from holding
fire inquests—very properly this has been opposed.
Should it, however, become law, it will be a retrograd:
step, unless provision is made for some official with
full powers to act in place of the coroner. To sum up,
we would give as our best counsel and advice to all
municipalities for 1895 :

1. Provide for a proper thorough inguest into the
cause of every fire however small, remembering that
the small fire may have been extinguished too soon to
~ifill its object, and may start up again, if you do not
now ferret out its origin. : )



