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we pay the îiaîage- issulitîg the circîtiar or aîîy otltcr
manager "aild titat thae offer wvas mnade witliout the
coliipati3's saniction:. Tlic snuhbccl mîanger excuses
Itinseif, it is salid, Ihy m)yilig that sitiiar tactics liad
beeti rcsorted to by the Mttopolitan mianiager of
titother large COIUpaUIy anîd lie proposed to go hlmii one
better. W1e hope tîtat Mr. Alexander's examie wvill
prove to he contagions.

Vriuit le si .1,t l'îlE occurrenice of tilt extc11sivL.
Ntrêe.a van, lire on1 St. Jamles Street iii titis

llrbvttl. city o1 the îaight of the 3r(l iast.
fuilly deuîttotstra-tcdl two important thiugs, callilig
loudly for a spee(ly reniedy. liu the first place, it wvas
clearly shown that the water pressure was itia<equate
to permit of good worek by the fireniet, whio nliay bc
said to ]lave done ail that the intense col(1 and the
mens at tîteir coirniand would allow. The bursting
hose iii two or thrce places wvas aniotiier serions inatter
calling for a better article. The buildings were îlot
exceedingly highi, noir, barrisig the cbstructive wvires,
difficuit to reacb, and yet streanis could lnot be got on
the lire iitil itucli delay and tiien with only a very
moderate force. A better aîid more powerful punîiping
engine for the wnter wvorks is liot onily a liecessity but
a very pressing one, a filae imost criiphatically attested
t»' the superintendent of the water wvorks, w'hlose
reconiîmendation for a liew englur, mîade last bill, lias
been so fair ignored. For sortie tinte past Chief J3euoit
bas also advocated the erectioji of a water tawer for
the departînient, and the St. Jaines street fire proved
thewisdoni of his rccoinxendaîion. It is admitted by
ail comrpetent judg«s that a good water tower would
bave preveiited the !zpread of the llanies across the
street and savcd ninch lainage. 1h is tinte for the city
counicil to act andl to act pronîiptly.

Wn notice that Actuiary Har-
Ltsuttaion vey of the Mlissouiri Itîsurance

Uuutrpatlntt. Dcpartiiicnt lias written a letter
to, the Ba/imioie 1 Uiidci-.iriter,

clai'îtiiîg tlîat the originial suggestion for the limitation
of tie busiines-s of life insuratîce coîîapaiiics crime froni
hini in conversation witli Presidetît Beers of the New
Y'ork Life iii Mardi. îSR>o, aîîd tlîat Superiiiteîdeîît
Ellerbe oi the Missouri department eiîibodied, the sug-
gestion in his anual report issucd soon aftcr. We
printed tlie cxtract froin tlîat report iii Ilese colnmîîils,
and whlichi referrec iiîaiiîly to tire rapidly growing
niagnitude of life ilîsuralice iii the Unîited States, the
rcfereiîce to limîitationî coîîîiîîg il, iîîcideîîtally, the sug-
gestion beii1g tlîat 1 the compauies slioul *voluntarily
lix a limit to the amount of insurance to be carried by
each." Mr. Ellerbe miade no reference to compulsory
linmitationi by statute, but to, a -zo/iuna;, fixing of a
limit by the coxupanies, wvhicix k, a radically different
thing front tîxe enforced limîitationî îiow advocatcd by
Mr. Fackler and othiers. We have îlot cared to dibcuss
the question as to wlîethcr linlitc.ion should apply to
total arnount of insuraîice iii force, the nunîber of lives
insured, or the amount of assds held, for ive take the

PnnRARV 5, 193

broad gro:înd tlîat there cati bc îîo statute liitatiotn oit
aîîy basis whlatcvcr %% ititout the assuiniption of arbitrary
autlîority %lîich n10 State clocs or cati posscss. ''i
liaiiit of p iwers wliich ca!, justly be exerciscd b>' iliv
Statu is the maini que~stiona, gentlemen.

l'ire 118IIIaallIa WVî notice by the Halifax papLr,
mitte" tliat the conliiîîitce of citizeiis

lit tIuelleitx. appoiîited to iivestigate alita
repo)rt o11 the gemîcral situation, iilsxîralnce-wisc, iii that
city lias receîîtly (lotie so. Thei report states thî.
dtîrinlg the last 27 years tliere l:ave beciî t,259 lire~
alaruis, a%.)tit oîîe-fotirtli of -h'ii wvere false alarina.
Ihiriiag tlîat tinte oily i 2 tires iîivolviîig .1 loss of OVvT
$20,ot-o ecd lias becti 0iScovere1. It is stated that the
anio-int of lire prehiînits alititially paid of late iii the
citY is $175.000 anthc average lo!ýS t<> tilcoe patt
is cotîipluted nt $15.0oo. 'lic couîiaiittee, lîowcver. 1,
considerate enoigli to suggest tlîat too i.tuch stre-
niust iiot be placed o11 titis imnuuîty of the city froîx
large lires iii the past. The fire departineait aîîd wattr
supply contes in for a sliare of attetioni ii the report,
in wlticli it is statcd thtat tlt':re are S liose reelS, 2 lacder
trucks, 17 ladders, two being Bangor extenîsioni ladder,
atîd 11,250 feet of liose ; tliat 2o permîanîent îiuîr
beloiîg to the force, uiaviîig at rcady coniaîd q4
horse-s. 'te nnibcr of caîl mien is not, stated. A
ticîv pipe hune at a cost of $2oo,ooo is about to be laidl,
aîîd the :oniiniittce believe the stipply of water aîtd
pressure will then be ample for the liext fifty years.
Meantinie the cominittee of the fire uîiderwriters, tu
whünî the niatter of rates ivas referred, recoîîîmend "n
increase of 20o per cenît. iii the conflagration districts
ani 011 iiidiv'idîal risks lifteeîî cents ini additionî as
follows: for deficiency iii the equipineuît and orgalîtza-
tioîî of lire <lepartiiîezt ; for deliciency iii water supply;
and for mnicipal taxation, fa'e cents each. 'riis
atîxoumîts to, an iticrease of -,o per cenît. for the busincss
portion of the city, instend of 5o per cent for the whl
city as <irected by the Britishî offices.

ABUSES IN LTFE INSURANCE.
Ever since Adani anîd ',v abused the gracionîs pra.

vileges wliiclt thev cîijoycd, in Paradise and rcaped the
reward of tlîat abuse, tie best mîenî and thebest ilishtiw
tioxîs have, uixder the inîfluentce of prosperity, becai led
into ant abuse of their privileges. It is flot stralge.
tiierefore, tliat the grcat anîd bciicflceiît systeni of file
iîîsuraace sliould iii the cays of its unibouuided pro-
perity develop sortie of %viîic1î have become

co.î% vils, tcîtdîîg to results of a îiiost ýserious chîar-
.1cttzr. Fruin its watcli.tower of observation lthe
i.scuralice press lias noted wit regret tlîis fact, aîid as
ilie devoted frieîîd anad ardent advocate of insuraîce
would be recrealît to its duty aîîd accessory to the grow'
iîîg evils existing. if it kept silenîce wheiî utteratice i5
Ille greatest kiîadiîess ho ail1 coîîceraîed. Our own pages
bear abuîidatt wvituess to tic fact that we have iievt
traiiîed witli tlîe înoss-bouiîd cG,.,servatives, wvho affect
to see ruiîii in every innlovation on uld plans and metIoI6
and wvho live in thie sleepy past rather than in the wide-
awake prescrnt. We believe înost ftilly in life insurance


