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© NONSIGNOR SATOLLL,

s Lifo in Rome,

Interesling Skeich Ly a YVormer Pupll.

(Written tor the Reaister,)

Wo liave beard 80 much lately of
* Apostolio  Delegate,” ** Ablegate,”
* Papal Representative * and soveral
such titles, that wo cowpletely lose
sight of the man to whom they are
apphed and who, by his oxn intrinsio
merits ennobles the very dignities
conferred upon him.

In the spirit of the Carlylean school,
which bua taught us to reject the
outward show—the clothes, so to
speak, m order to examine moro
clorely tho wearer, we may be permit-
ted to ask ourrelves: ** What of the
man lumself® Who is he? What
has lie dono to merit such distinguished
honora at the hunds of the Holy Seo ?”
To quote the old muster. ** Readera
and men severally are gotting into

Mont. Satur,

siranpe Jabits of ashing all persong
and things, from puor Lditors’ books
up to State putentates not, ** By what
desiguation art thou called, in what
wig or bluck trinngle dost thou walk

abroad ¢ Dut what art thou ? This
is the thing I would kuow ,"* and tlus
is what we would know of tum whom
the Holy PFather has honored and
whom we all accordmaly revere.  Jt
18 safe to presmme that i our age the
man who 13 clothed with any dignity
is nearly always worthy of it. To
hazard a contrary opinion would be to
question the prudence und judgment
of those responsible for hie elevation—
a thing one i3 not disposed (o do. It
is too optimistic tu assert that every
individual who has received public
honors is a born genus. Neither is ho
who is placed in judgment over the
tribes necessarily a mon of straw.

¢ Maoy thero are who go about to coxen

fortune

And be ‘honorablo without the stamp of

merit.”

There are others, and Satolli is of
the pumber, * who have not presumed
to wear an undeserved digmty; and
whosse clear bonor 18 purchased by the
merit of the wearer.”

A LATER BOSWELL.

Perhaps it is for this reason 1 have
become the self-appointed Boswecll of
thisgrent prelate, not, indeed, thelargest
kind of Boswell, butyetenough to afferd
an insight into the character of him
who, thanks to his personal merit and
ity recognition by the Supreme Head
of the Church has become a lending
feature in American Catholic life.
Bornthe21stJuly, 1839, 1n Marsciano,
in the diocese of Perugia, Iialy, and
educated in the seminary of Cardinal
Jnachim Pecci, now Leo XIII., be
evinced, at 8n carly age, a desiro to
enter the ranks of the priesthood.
He was ordained in his twenty-tiurd
year and soon after was chosen to
teach pbilosopby in the seminary
whero hoe had received his carly train-
ing. Soon after the elevation of Card-
inal Pecei to tho Papacy, he came to
Romo at the request of His Holiness
and was appointed professor of theol
ogy in the Roman diocesan seminary.

EARLY TRIALS,

It is saxd that at first lus efforts as
a professor were not appreciated. He

il

was 100 nhatrure for the ordinary
student. s fhghts into the realms
of Transcendentaliam after tho fleoting
shades of Rosmini wero not followed
by many whose course of plulosophy
had becn none of the stronvest. In
a word, tho professor was lecturing
over the heads of tho pupils. This
continued for some time, to tho great
dismay of the worthy rector, who, in
s privale conferences  with  the
atudents, found that they know abso
lutely notlung of the matter explained
in claga. Accordingly he went to the
Pope, who as Bishop of Romo is the
imtedato superior of the college.
His Holinees was told that the pro
fessor was a failare, that the studonts
could not follow him, and that tho
results of the examinution wero most
ungatisfuctory. It was all the fault of
* Bignor il Urofessoro ** and he (the
rector) had come £3 auggest a change,

* They cannot follow Satolli,” enid
the Pope, and that fact must be
attributed  to  the inability of the
students I grant that .—to tho in-
capacity of the professor? I lony it.”
The professor remained, but the
students were olbliged to forego much
of their forner **dulee far niente”
and put thewr shoulders to the whee)
of study.

RECTOR aF TUHY COLLKOE.

1u 1886 Satoll was appointed rector
of the College of Noble Icelesinatics
and was given at the same time the
chawr of Dogma at the Propaganda.
As 4 professor Satolli wns beloved by
his pupils. 1His disciples, a3 he wus
wont to call them, werv to him every
thing. e wuas never happy except
m thur midst expoundmg the doctrines
of A.uinas or listening with unaba‘ing
interest to the pubhie disputations in
which the pupils sometimes engaged.
We ull remember thess Saturday dia
putations. The professor vacnted his
rostrum and a student tock his place.
A theological trcauise was defended
and ¢ o wsk of refuting 1t was deputed
to two others. It was a minue war
fare betwcen ortholoxy and unbelicf.
I2yes on the ground and arms folded,
he would watch for an hour the pro
grees of the battl. The argumonts
pro and cont were carefully noted, and
at every good thrust (especially against
the ontologists) the professorial head
would nod approval and now and then
an occasional ** Bravo " would escapo
his lips. Tuese httle mamfestations
on his part were the greatest incen
tives to the theological vanity of the
students, who regarded their mag
ter with feelings akin to those the
Academy entertzined for Socrates.

COMPARED WITH GTHERS.

"T'o those of us who have beheld him
scated behind that ancient rostrum,
with his broad pectoral cross and the
calzottn pulled most irreverentinlly
over his forehead, looking out from a
background covered with dusty paint.
ings of Aquinas and Liguori, the scene
will be ever unforgotten. He was
not, we aro told, a calm reasoner liko
Lepidi, nor yet a profound thinker
like the Jesuit e Maria. Ile did ot
descend to the Jevel of his pupils hke
Ballerini, nor were his lectures en
livened by those flashes of wit that be-
tokened the presence of Checclu, the
amiable professor of morals., Yet to
us he was eversthing. He united the
qualities of all aud added thereto his
own onginality of thought and that
unrivailed cloquenco which often re-
minded us of the rounded periods and
sharp interrogations of his country-
man, Marcus T'ullius Cicero.

Baint Augustine bas said somewhero
that passion i3 absolutely essential to
the success of the teacher. Being an
authority n the matter and speaking
from a personal experience of over
thirty years, the words of the saintly
bishop shiould be pondered over by
mstructors of youth. Satolli as pro-
fessor was passtonate with that fiery
Italian passion which aidg instead of
weakening reason. I havosometimes
gone to hear another professor lecture
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on theorfes to which Satolli was bit.
terly opposed, During theso lectures
it was cnsy to have been decoived
by the arguments adduced for the
proof of the subject. It required only
to return to be hsillugliorzd.  The very
appearanca of the master on the ros.
trum way a firat coutrary argument.
Then followed thiose long flery sentonces
of faultless Latinity. brimful of sound
crudition and logical reasoning whioh
when brought to bear upon the intel-
lect forced an unconditional surrender,
and we mentally promiseo nover again
to ** entar the tent of tho Ishmaclito or
o down in tho border land of Monb."

1% METIHOD OF TEACIHING,

Thio older hieada wore wont to say
that Satolli was o lecturer, but not a
professor. Tho difference, if there by
one, is only in name. Livery U mver
gity professor i8 necesanrily o lecturer,
It is not his place to enter into dotails
like n schoolmaster or ropeat explana-
tion liko the dean. Satolli's usual
method of teaching theology was what
18 known as the scholnstic system
He first of ull dissbused the minds of
his pupils ot all errors, religions or
scientifie, that wore opposed to tho
dogma under discussion. llis noxt
step was to enunciate a principle that
had been previously demonstrated.
This, overy schoolbioy knows, is tho
ordinary process of hig Buclid's Geom
etry, the axioms und postulates and
often propositiuns lieretoforo admitted
serving as principles of demonstration
for sucoceding propositions. He would
then show the agreeability of the
doctrine to the natural and su
pernatural orders, aund finally would
ostablisl the theological eonclusion by
constant reference to the Holy Serip
tures and copivus extracts {rom the
Fathers. This was the system of all
the philosophers from DProtagoras to
Arnstotle, und when plnlosophy +was
applied to religion by the echioolmen,
moro especially Ly St. Thomas, this
system was adopted and has been
known ever afterwards as the echolas
tic systemn of thevlogy. Satulli's
commentaries on the Scriplures were
most exact, as ouly those are that are
based on a knowledge of the Ancient
and Uriental languages. Nor were
lus expositions of the writings of the
Fathers less erudite.

A THEOLOGICAL OPPINENT.

The great theological opponent of
our learned professor was Rosmini.
This man, the chief of modern ontolo-
gists, had made himsclf a name in
geveral ftalian Universities by a sys-
tem of philosophy as obseure as it 1s
untepable. Some of his sayings sur-
pass in clesrness that transparent
lucidity of phirases for winch tha names
Ifegel and Fichte will go down to a
grateful posterity ! Rosmini was the
« ame damnee” of Satolh. We histened
with intense delight to i3 refutations
that were freely interspersed with such
wordsas *abgurd,blasphemous—nearly
heretical.” The occasional * tins in-
dividual”und hike expressions expreesed
more clearly still his estimation of
gentlemen of Rosmini's calibre. Nor
did our own ilerbert Spencer and
Darwin escape the lash. The posi-
tivist philosophy of the former was
ro repeatediy pulverized thal students
wondered at Ins works being stiil ex-
posed for salo at the corner of Usher's
Quay.

DARWIN AND THE DESCENT OF MAN.

As for Darwin, to any one who has
listened to Satolli's discourse on the
origin of species, it is a marvel that
Darwin's name 13 still accopted as a
S esamo wherowith to conjure up that
nameless ** missing link.” I well re-
call the day the doctrine was discussed
as to the descent of the human species
from the monkey. The professor after
some explanatory remarks exposed tho
Catholic doctrine on the matter.
« Darwin's theory,” ho said, ** was
opposed to all order, natural or super-
natural, to sil law, hbuman or diviae,
and was a standing contradiction of

intenss absurdity and to every soience
from theology to physiology. Man
could never have deacended by way of
progreasion from the ammal, and no
mun could peraurde himself that ho
was the offspring of the monkey, ox-
cept (pause) perhaps Mr, Darwin and
gentlemon of hia tribe, (hilarity from
the end benches), who must of course
be permittod to pleaso themsolves in
tho choico of famuly portraits.’ Oc-
cagionnlly little flashen liko theso
would break in upon tho clas. giving
fresh zeal to the wtellectual appotites
of the uuditors,
TIHE ACADFMY OF RT. TIOMAS,

Conjointly with Cardinal Zigliari
and other distinguished prelates, he
land the foundatina of the Academy of
8 Thomas. This neademy held its
sennces in the Collego of Nebles every
Thursday. Somectimes lesrned papera
were read by theologins of note in
the Lternal City. At other times
Satoili himsclf would lecture to tho
ccoleafnstical students on such inter-
eating subjects as ** tho motions of the
human will " or ** the strength of the
human passions.” Many n time have
I witnessed a vigorous, though sub.
dued, passage at arms  between tho
learned Curdinal, professor Ballerim
and the subject of this sketch, On
such occnsions we could mark the
rure modesty of the man  Indeed, is
not true worth always modest ?  Ex-
cept in very raro instunces, renl seienco
and piety —these twin smsters in the
mind of the Catholic pricst—go hand
in hand. Those who knew him inti.
mutely knew not which to ndinire the
more, the wisdom of the scholar or
the pioty of the priest. Whether as
professor, rector, or consultor for the
various (nngregations, tha man wag
| always the samc—a saiutly scholar.
I confess to have beea highly edafied
by observing him as be recited the
divine oflice in lug stall ag Canon of
St. Johin Lateran,

HIS MODFSTY OF DEMEANOR,

In the streets bis extremno modesty is
apparent. Lurge bodics of students
would sometimes pags him, and hund-
reds of hats would bo lifted high in
tho air from all mauner of heads, as a
token of respecs, yet he never heeded
such manifestations, but passed quietly
on, revolving in his miund, as the
younger said, ** whether predestination
i8 before or after foreseen meriis."
He was everywhere o thinker. 1 lhave
often been in lus company when poli-
tiecs would be introduced. Here
Satolli is no talker but a great listoner,
His occasionnl +*yes™ or **no’" or
*indeed " is his only answer to the
queries of his interiocutor.

HI3 LOVE OF THEOLOGY,

But once the conversation turns on
theology lie is ail alive, asking ques.
tions, refuting objections, bringing ths
weight »f lus reason on the brain of
the hapless listener, and the force of
bis hand on the table to coufirm argu.
ments strong in themselves as the
club of Hercules.

As a preachier Satolli ranks high in
a country of eloquent men. Hig stu.
dents remember the large mixed au-
diences that attended his Lenten
sermons, in the church of San Carlo.
What 1s more surprising still, he is s
rathematician, and s great ono at
that. It has been often said that a
good theologian is necessarily a poor
mathematician. It is related in the
life of Jrcfton (unpublished) that
when asked his opinion on Papal In.
fallibility he replied, ** as a mathemati-
cian, gir, I refuse to accept it, but asa
Ca liolic I do not refuse to believe it.”
Thers is no reason for divergence he-
tween patural science and revesled
religion. True science is no ..ore
opposed {o roligion than reason is to
grace. DBoth ate from God. The ono
18 the born handmaiden of the othor.
Satolli united them both. His ox-
amples drawn from mathematical
*¢ progressions ' to confirm argaments
for tho infinity of God were most




