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Conte

mporary Thought.

Pror. BLuxe in a gecent address thus dis- f
courses to preachers ¢

No knuwledge, however vast 3 no matter, huwe !
ever scriptural 3 no ceeed, however primitive and
orthodox ; nostyle, however faultless 3 no manner, ’
however graceful, can avail without the force of
the preachers own character, example, hopes,
aspirations, prayers, going along with his scrmon,

Why do not these semarks apply with equal
Inrce 10 teachers? asks the Newo Yord School
Jousnal,

CWHETHER, as mere matter of knowledge, the
masterpicces of English hicrature shonld constitute
a part of the education of every man and woman,
whatever lus or hier calling in ife, 1 will not under
take 10 say ;. but I doregard an acguaintance with
the English classics as an important if not indis-
peasable means of aoquiring thie art of putting
one’s thoughts into govd English.  This purpose
ood author’s serve, not only disectly by providing
suitable topics to Ye written upon, and by in.
creasing one's ¢ nd of language, but also in.
direcily by stimulating the mental encrgies, and by
affording the keenest intellectual pleasure.  Thus
umferstvod, English literature ceases to beamerely
literary study, and becomes as useful 1o the man
of science as 10 the man of letters, to Prof. Hualey
and Mr. Herbert Spencer as to M Matthew
Amold and Mr. James Russell Lowell, Litera.
ture is no longer a fund of information which may
be weighed against information on other subjects,
but it biclongs to that kind of knowledge which is
power."—2Lrof. . S, Hill in Harper's Magazine.

Tue whole civilized world has been marking
very carcfully the progress of the trial of the Anar.
chists.  The issues of the case are of so impostant
a character that the individuals directly concerned
are almost entirely lost sight of.  The Judge who
presided at the trial bears a pame that is known
fac and wide as the synonym for ability and un-
impeachable integrity ; and his cohduct of this
case has only added tu his well-carned laurels,
The delendants have had their unlimited oppor-
tunity of spcech.  The sentence of the law has
been pronounced, and it is very difficult to see on
what grounds us exccution can be set aside. Senti-
ment 1s always pitful, but pity is not always just,
1{ these men dic at the hands of the law they have
defied, it will be because the law could not save
them.  Their death may bLe in their thought a
martyrdom ; but if they are martyrs, they ate
mantyss to plans and theorics that were mean and
crue) and dangerous. They have sown to the
wind, and the safety and well-being of socicty
seems {o demand that they shall reap the whin.
wind.—Z£x.

THE heir to a great dukcdom can go down to
the English manufacturing towns and speak to the
people in as plain and suraightforward a manner as
if hec were onc of themselves ; he can make them
fecl that lie has not been spoiled by the huxurics
of Chatsworth and Hardwick Hall, but is still a
cool and steady English man of business, witha
powesful reserve of genuine English independence
in his natwre.  Nowwithstanding all the pride and
feigidity that arc attributed by forcigners to the

TH

E EDUCATIONAL WEEKLY.

(Number 93.

Eoglish character ; notwithstanding all the vast.
uess of the gulf, which, according to the English
themselves, s placed in their country between
class and class, it is undeniable that some

! gepresentatives of the upper classes in England

know how to cast a bridge aver that gulf, and are
able to esallish a community of sentiment between
themselves and their clectors, and a common
understanding even as to the details of lepislation,
that are unhnown between the French aristocias
and the provincial urban democrasies. — /% C,
Hawmlton i the Atlantiec Monthly,

PERMALS we may imagine the difference between
the kind of atlention given to dramatic represen.
tations by Aihenians and by modern Englishmen,
if we conceive & child thinking he is 1o be taken
to see Madame Tussaud'’s, and finding himsclf
among the Elgin marbles. The demand for a
story, as we understand the words, in confiection
with the drama, would probably hinpress a Greek
much as the demand for the accessorics of wax-
work awmang sculpture would impress us. It was
not that they were wholly without any conception
of this kind of interest, there is a great deal of it
in the * Hiad.” The conversation between Helen
and Priain on the walls of Troy, for instance, has
much of the vivid expression of individual charac-
acter which a modern playwright seeks to produce.
But this kind of intcrest must have Leen de-
liberately zenounced by the great dramatists. They
chose thar austere simplicity which is, 10 our taste,
so undramatic.  The play of various human char-
acter is present in the poem which was 1o them at
once their Bible and their Shakespeare, at least as
unquestionably as it is in any modern poem, but
the sharers in Homer's immontality 1cject his
method, and if we look for that kind of intercst in
their work, we shall find noncat all. The paradox
involves the whole difference between the ancient
and the modern view of this our human life, with
all its issucs of right and wrong, sweet and bitter,
true and false.—/nlia Wedgzoood in the Contem-
porary Review. -+

WHEN we study the history of universitics, and
consider the forms of knowledge which at success-
ive periods have chiclly cngrossed univessity
attentivn, we find this sule—that in proportion as
a subject assumes promincnce in the thought of
the age outside the schools, injust such proportion
docs ity after some delay, 1ake promincace in the
curricula of the schools, This is truc of the
scholastic philosophy, for to it the great ancient
universities largely owe their bith.  Thisis true
of the great revival of that classical lcarning
which so long formed the chief foundation of
college curricula, It did not begin in the schools
—ncither did the great development in latez times
of physical science, or the recent revival in the
study of English classics. These all first assumed
prominence in thought outside the univessity, and
were afterwards there adupted.

At the present time, if onc may judge from the
signs that lie about him, it would appear that the
depaniment of socal science is reaching such a
promincnce in thought outside of univessitics, that
its introduction as a subject of study into their
walls cannot be much longer delayed. In the
widespread and gencral interest which is being
taken in the cconvmic problems of the age, in

strikes, trades unions and tarifls, in the history of
aur political institutions, in the history of our laws,
in the codification of the laws, in all current politi-
cal events and social questions, and in the wides
ness with which these questions are discussed,
from their practical, their scientific, their philoso.
phical aspects, one sces the foterunner of the
introduction into the college curriculum, whether
tightly or wrongly, 1 do not say, at any sate the
introduction of a departinent of social science;
and Jooking at the matter from a simple husiness
standpoint, 1 have no doubt that whatever institu.
tion in Ontario first supplies this want by founding
and maintaining a properly equipped department
of social scienze, will make a tremendous advance,
and will attract to itsell a large body of students,
It is what is required. —C. o, Marten in Kosmos,

Wit tegard to the changes in the gencral con-
ditions of socicty and the advance in human
knowledge, think for one motnent what filty years
have done, I have oftent imagined mysell escorte
g somc wise man of the past to our Satuedry
Club, whese weoften have distinguished strangers
as our guests.  Suppose there sat by me—1 will
not say Sir Isaac Newton, for he his been too long
away from us, but that other great man, whom
Yrofessor Tyndall names as neat to him in intellec.
tual stature, as he passes alony the line of master
winds of his country from the days of Newton to
our owa—Dr. Thomas Young, who died in 1829,
Would hic or I be the listener if we were side by
side? However humble 1 might feel in sucha
presence, I should be so clad in the grandeur of
the new discoverics, inventions, ideas, I had to
impart to him, that I should seem to mysell like the
ambassador ¢f an emperor. I should tell him of
the ocean steamers, the railroads that spread them-
selves like cobwebs over the civilized and half-
civilizer] portions of the carth, the telegraph and
ihe telephone, the photogtaph and the spectro-
scope. I should hand hima paper with the mom.
ing news from Londun 1o rcad by the clectric
light, 1 shou'd startle him with a friction match, 1
should amaze him with the ineredible truths abows
anxsthesia, Ishould astonish him with the later
conclusions of gevlogy, I should clectrily him by
the fully devcloped doctrine of the corclation of
forces, 1 should delight him with the cell-doctrine,
I should confound him with the revolutionary
apocalypse of Darwinism.  All this change in the
aspects, position, belicfs, of humanity since the
timc of Dr. Young's death, the date of my own
graduation from cullege! I ought to consider
mysclf highly favoured to have lived through such
2 half century. But it scems to me that in walking
the streets of London and Paris I shall revert to
my student days,and appear to mysell likke the
telic of a former generation.  Those who have
Ueen burn into the inheritance of the new civiliza-
tion fecl very diffesenily about it from those who
have lived their way into it.  To the young and
those approaching middle age all these innovations
in lifc and thought are as natural, as tuch a matter
of course, as the air they breathe; they foun a
part of the frame work of their intelligence, of the
skeleton about which their mentallife is organized.
To men and women of more than threescore they
are external accretions, like the shell of 2 mollusk,
the jointed plates of an articulate,~— Oliver IVendel!
Hoimes in the Atlantic Monthly.



