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It is not ensy to determino the preciso iessa>n
which the Prcachier dosigiied to convey by hore
coupirg together the Iltime to ho born' and
the Iltinie to die." Yet this much is crident,'that he meant us to contemplate these two
beasons in connection with ecdi other. And,
fortunately lor thse ends of instruiction, thesoe
sasons present se many points both of rcsem-
biance and of contrast, that we can be at no
loss to deduce useful fessons froni a conjoint
view of tbem. Accordingiy, what 1 now pur-
pose ta to direct your thoughts to a few of thse
aspects in which the "time to be bora"' and
the "ltime to dia" admit of being profitably
contempiatedl together.

1- ]eginning with points of resembiance, 1
ramant. that thase two seamons agreu in being
alika inCdent Io the loi ofevertj one of us.

Hat! insu rtnsiued tuaise jLflc6ac
fenced hiai round with immortality', there
Mighlt bave beau to each of us a b1rt-tima
wi9oue a sabsaquent liability to, daath. Adami,
*hile in Paradisa, possessed, in the fruit of the
tree of lifo, a sure preservative agaixiat deaay ;
and doubties, had ha stood fast iu - is integ-
rity, that alixir of lifa would have rernaînadl
accessiblé> not only to him, but to his pýostartalso. But sin enterad, and denth by sin; raind
the penalty being necezsarsly coextensive with

"the offence, our doom to, die is now an inayi-
table sequence of our birth in sin. in as
tines there has been no exemption frot thia
doont, except in the Instances of Enoch 'and
Elijah; nor will -there bc sny exemption in
ths->gu yet to ru, except in. the cse of tbçae
visa shall b. aliveand remain at the seeôksd

*cominag of the Laid. Whouoevc is bora eiust

aiso die. The ruthless-spoilcr niay flot corne
at the saine period or in the saine inannar te,
ail> but to ail ha must coma. Soruetimas ho
mnay seize upon the infant are life is weil ba-
gun;. sometimea lie xay tarry tilt lis 'victim la
oId and gray-headad. *Now ho may eut off by
&low and sapping diseasa, and now by oue
fa i mortal stroka. This year hae nay be con-
tent to let sickuess take us away oua by oua,
ie single leaves failingroitates ua

tranquil autunin day; ha flext, ha May coin.
mand war, or pestilence, or famine, to, swcep
us down in inyriads, like the forest foliaga ho-
fore a November bist. But corne wliau sud
how ha xnay, coma ha mxust to ail of us. The
"'tue to ha biora" must ha foilowad by the
"itrne to die."

Il. Thesa two sasons aiso agre in baing
aiike ftred in the appointment of God.

To us, indeed, it ia only the Ilturne to bo
bora" tisat seems flxed; thIl "tueto dia" seems,
indeterminate. But to God, by whorn thay
bavc beau irrav.scabiy settled, both dates are
alika cartaie. The birth of eael of us took
place, as wa ara aware, on a certaiu day of the
montis, sud at a particular hour of that'day.
It la juat as certain, though wa kaow flot thiê
tima, tisat thera is a predeterminad day and
hour et whieh aach of us must dia. Sanie one
precise moment ai that day la detensnieed as
tila at which our pulse shall cesse te, beat. 0 i.
with wlat deep soîemnity of feeling Would wo
keap tisat aunuaiiy-racurring day-tsa: sent-
a iy recurrnng moment-did we know it before-
hatxdl as Gd kdows iti But onght we te ho
loïs soiicitous about that day-thas, moment-'

bc cthe. dîrne is isidden fron us ? Whas
tOduè1i we keow flot thse time, when the event

ilseli l certain ? la not the ban~ fact tbr-t we
rnt -sine day dié, -arg=uent and ineentiye
eifough *for earuest preparation? t. nd ou 'lt

eot; 'arignorance *ot- i. date te have :he"eft.
Of enltaneing Our anxiejy and hauîezing. qat


