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latndryman, or the Celestial truck-gardener and
factory operative on the Pacifie siepe.

(2) Iiitellectually the Ciniese bave iiilcenniums
of scholarly progenitors to ixnpart te thoîn any
advantages accruiig freinl beeity. Unlikelxîdia
whiere tie Brahiiinns bave hield an alnost exclu-
sive menopoly cf schiarslipanud intellectuality,
while other castes, especially the low est and mo.-t
nurnerous, bave beunl conbignud tu age-longignuor-
ance -China bias ofll2red iimnpartiaily te practicaily
aIl of bier inhabitants the rewards ef initeilectuai-
ity. Learnîng is deificd : it, sits on the dragon
throne ; its priesthood is found in the magistrates
of every eity and hiamiet in the empire; official.
expectants hover about every ya-mén ; a million
students appear each year at lier great, civil ser-
vice examiriatien ceuters, whiie a still greater host
of teachars and seholars5 are the wiîlling sei % ants
of Cenfucian scbolarbhip.

Grantingr that at present Chinese learning is
niainly amatteroefimemierý,of faultlesscaligrraphy,
and of ability te put together intellectual patch-
work, it is yet superior te, tuit of any other non-
Christian nation, except Japan: It mnust aise ho
adinitted that, Chinese schioiars lack imiagi;.nation,
se essonthýl for w'erking hypotheses, and ingenu-
ity, equally necessary ii min age -%vhen se mucli is
learned in laboratories.

Yet, in spite of thesa admissions, thecir ability
te laboriously pied. and unerringly retaimi the data
thus gained, the records muade by students rig-ht-
ly fraiued, the preofs afferded by the writings of
the TVang and Sung dynastie-, wiwn E urope v.-as
greping in the darkness and torpidity of the
Middle Ages,, and by the su perier ethies and phil-
esephy of the venerable Chinesc classics-all these
facts are sufficient, te umake China a niost hopeful
field for intellectual. conquests.

Wliere printed paper is alinost wvurbipped, and
teachers are honoruki cquaily -nitiî tlu parent, iii a
countryaibounding %% ith rcacl3 zzadeuh1a~ aud
-%vlere print-ing outfits cost less than $2. (1), and can
ho packcd in a haud-bag, Chitian issiens enter
'witm a vantage which, re<înires decades of labori-
eus effort te gain in nmost missienjary lands.

(3) One ean net speak in such gloNving tcrms of
Chinals moral condition. Fer eighteen centuries
Buddhisin of the Nerthern type lias cast a fitful
gleamn about the dying bcd and lield out, doubtful
hopes of a Western paradise. During2,EOO years
Taoisn-first, a systein of Transcndcntaili-m, and
later as a berrower fri-c Confucianismn and Bud-
dliisnm, and an invemiter of inagicalcharms, clixirs,
and demems-lias impartcd grounidless liepes aîîd
equaily grotindless terrors te Chiîîa's millions.

Klung Fu-tzu-Cnf ucius- -tho tlmreneless kinîg
of the empire, gathercd frein Chimiee Iistory-
largely antedating the meign oý K-ing Saui, aiîd
inuch of it at the tim o f Abraian- a system, of
otiis and goecrninist that btaititliS hiliireizàc tu
day amnong the z,:-cred books of iiozm-Clristian mina-
tions.

A possible nmonotÈcisIfî, %viiich prececled Con-
fucius by many centuries) exhihits its sublime
survival iii the irnposing ritual and sacrifices per-
formed by the emperor as Son of Hleaven at tho
wvinter solstice.

Surely if great ethnie faiths and a superlative
systemn of ethies can save a nation, Confucianisin,
Taoism, Buddhism, and boary relics of a primi-
tive monotheibin, ha% c biad an unexampled oppul -
tunity te ru-e timeir puwterinla Cina. Have tiiey
succeeded in se doing?

llead the answer in the facts so humorously
and truly presented in Arthur 1-1. Smnith's 1'Chiin-
ese Cla.xtrsis1 and in the statenient, of iDr.
Williams, than wvhoin there is no more trust-
worthy authority. HIe w vrites:.

On the whole the Chinese present a singular
mixture ; if there is ,suinethii.- to commend, thero
is more to blame ; if theybhave more glaring vices,
they have more virtues than imost Pagan nations.

. . Female infanticide in soine parts open-
Iy confesscd and divesed. of ail disgrace and pen-
alty ever3,%vhere; the dreadful prevaience of al
the vices chargcd by tho Apostie Paul upon the
ancient Jîoathen wvorld; the alarrnijng extent, of
thec use of opium . .. destroying the produc-
tions aînd natural reseurces of the people; the
universal practice of lying and dishonest deal-
ings ; the unblushing lewdness of oid and yeung;
harsh cruelty towards prisoners by officers, and
tyranny ov'er slaves by masters-ail form. an un-
ecked torrent of huinan depravity, and prove

the existence of a kind and (legrce of moral de-
gradation of w-hidi an excessw. e statement can
searceiy bo mnade, or an :idcquate conception
1hardly bc formed.

In Isatiah's phirase, 'Ithe whole bead is siclc, and
the whleheart, faint, Frein the sole of the foot
even unto, the head there is ne soundness ini it;
but Nwounds, and bruises. and iestering sores."

.And it is aise true that " they linve net been
ciosed, neithier hound up, neither mellified 'with
oil." Taoist and Buddbist, pricsts have ccascd
to preach and teach ; aen officials rarely cemply
wvith the ]aw rcquiring the reaiding and exposition
of the sacred cdicts of Cenfucianisin on new and
fuli inoons. Se farha.s the coniception ofCed de-
partedl frein their theught, in spiteoef the ]ufty
utterances cencerning tho Supreino R~ier and
Ileaiveni found in the classies. cespcciaily the B3ook
ef History, that Cathelies for thrc centuries, and
Protestant inissionarie-c for one-third that tine,
have carricd on an intermittent logoinachy zis te
the terin wvbicli %vill bcstconvey te Chinese, minds
tlîe conception of Go-- entrevery *which
speaks Volumes as te the essential atlbim of the
Ciniese.

Other faet.s concerning the peop)le niight lio
.tatcd, but ctieugli lias been said to indicato on
the une biaud the woniderftil pessibilitics inhierent
iu thie, Menge-liani race, and on the other thecir un-
sp)etlable need of the Gospel of Jcsus Christ.
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