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TH-E NEW If LIfRIDES MISSION.

SN the l5th April, 1815, the ycar of 'Waterloo,
-%vas born at Banff, Scotland, John Geddie.

As the inothcr praycd for the life of lier baby
boy, during a severe illness that camne to him,
she vowed that if hie wcre spared shie would
devote him to the Lord to preach the Gospel
ainong the heathen. In that touching family
scene, begins, Vo human eye, the Foreigu Mission
History of the Preshyterian Church in Canada.

Ris parents emigrated to Pictou, N. S., when
he -%vas but a ycar old. lcre lie grew% to ian -
hood, studying for the ministry, getting his
education in the Gramimar Sehool, Acadeniy, and
Dr. McCulloclîs tlieological classes.

Before his course wvas finished he had decided
Vo devote bis life Vo mission work among the
beathen, but feared that bis parents -would be'
unwiiling. At length lie told tbem of his pur-
pose, and rejoiced to hear, for the first time, of
his mother's voiv in bis infancy.

The Presbyterian Chureh of Nova Scotia, had
no Foreign Missions. and when Mr. Geddie,
was licensed, May 2nd, 1837, he accepted a cal
to Cavendish and New London, P.E1., but
-%vhule working zealously at home, hie organized
missionary societies, and sought by public
addresses, tho press, &c., to stir up the Churchà Vo
undertake a mission Vo the heathen.

luis efforts resulted in the Synod, that met in
Pietou, July 184, resolving by a vote of 20 Vo 14,
W4- appoint a Foreign Mission Committce and
collect Funds. This Synod consisted of 24 min-
i.-ters and 15 eIders, representing 3 ?resbyteries,
Truro, Pictou, and P. E. Island, and in all, about
5030 members.

Next year, i845 the Board reported $10W0
in fî.nd, and the Synod, by a majority of one
vote, authorized the B3oard Vo select a field and
appoint a missionary. The choice wvas then
made of New Caledonia, non a Frendh penal
settliment, soine 200 miles fromn the New I{eb-
rides, as a field, nnd Rev. Johin Gcddie as the
first missionary-

«With bis wife, Charlotte McDonald of Anti-
gonish, like mindcd with imseif, lie -%vas ready
to undertake thc %vork. A. littie more than a
yc-ar was; spentin prep.aration,studying nedicine,
printing,&c., and visiting Vhe Churches. On the
30th Nov., 1846, the designation services wcre
]ield at Pictou. Thcre wvas neither railway nor
steamer. A <tcoastcr" carricd thein in cigît
days Vo Boston, and a sinall Ainericin " whaler "
from thence around Cape Hor»iiin 1'70 days to the
Sandwich Islands. Fromi there they got passage
ia ai trading vessel Vo Samoa ini 28 days, whcre
they remained for a time with the missionaries
of the L.M3. S.

Fromn Samoa Rey. James Powell accompanicd
them in the John Williams te the Newy lebrides9.
and after visiting different islands they scttled

29tli July, 184, on Aneityum, wbere Mr. Powell
rcmaincd with themi a year to aid themi in open-
ing the mission.

GENERAL NOTES ON 'ME WHIOLE GROUP.

It %vas namied by Captaixi Cook iii 17744, and
consists of about 30 inhabited islands, of voicanic
origin, lying 1400 miles froni Australia in the
South Pacifie Ocean, and extending about 400
miles in an irregular line, N. W. and S. B.

They are mountainous, evergreen, beautiful,
rieli and fertile, yicldtng plentifully the cocoanut,
bread fruit, banana, and other tropical fruits.

The people were very degraded, widows were
strangled, human sacrifices offered, cannibalisni
and infanticide practised, while indescribable
vileness and pollution marked their daily lii e.

Thie ten principal islands, beginning at the
Southern end of the group, are, Aneityum, sonie
15 x 20 miles, pop. 700, once 4000. Fifty miles
X. W. is Tanna, 12 x 30 miles. Eighteen miles
from, Tanna is Erroinanga, some 20 x 30 miles,
pop.f2000 Sixty miles, stili N.W.,brings us Vo
rate, about the saine size as Erromanga. Stili
onward we reach Epi and Ambrini, a littie
sniler than Fate. Then comes Malekula, the
second largest, about 20 x 60 mifles, pop. 4000;
and Santo, the largest and most northerly, -10x 70
miles, while Aurora, 7 x 30 miles, and Pentecost
a litVle larger, lie some 50 miles Vo the East of
Santo.

The ten next largest are Futuna, pop. 4W0, and
Aniwa, pop. 160, both noV far from Tanna, and
farther north, Nguna, Emnu, Mataso, Mai,
Tongon, Faama, Malo and Oba.

The other Ven inbabited islands are mostlyr
islets lying off the larger ones, and' containing
fifty to one hundred people.

Eiglit Presbyterian Churches are nowv at work
in the &roup; our own Church with 4 mission
familie49; the F ree Church of Scotland wvith, 2;
the Pres. Ch. of Otago, 3; tIe Pres. Ch. of New
Zeuland, 2; and tIe four Presbyterian Chuirches
ini Australia, viz., N. S. Wales, 1; Victoria, 5;
Tasniania, 1; South Australia, 1; ini ail, 18
mission families.

These Churches carry on work on ciglit of the
ten larger islands, and five of tIe simaller ones,
besides on several of the bmall islets lying near
their. stations:

Thie total population is estimated) at from
50,000 to 60,000. 0f these some 40,000 arc within
reachi of the present mission agencies, so that
the ground is pretty well covcred.

The lairge number of dialects spoken requires
a larger numuber of missionaries Vlan if ahl islands
spoke the sanie tongue.

Communication with the islands was for many
ycars by the mission steamer, Dayspring, which,
made two trips yearly Vo Australia. Now it is
by a steamer which runs between Austrâlia and
Fiji, calling at F ate in the centre of the group,
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