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somre specimens of obscure plant remains seen. Mr. Nichols
pointed out a fault, in the rock on the opposite side of the brook
ini view of the audience. The strata on the western side of the
fault dips at a considerable angle and graduallv becomies nearly
horizontal at some distance awav. while on the east side the
lavers are almost unisiturl>ced. Attention was also called to the
erosion ut the clav' leds an<l soft shale throughi which the small
birook lias cul. a dvv1.l gully.

J. W. G

BOOK REVIEW.

BIRDS OF NFw Youui. 1wv Elon Howard Eaton; Part 1. lntr<-
ductorv Chapters: Water l3ird's and (,ame Birds: New
York State Museum. Albanv. N.Y.. Memoir 12.
This sumptuous volume of 390 pages. beautifully printed

on the best of paper. lias just recently appeared. It is in every
wav fully up to the high standard of the other excrelcnt Memoirs
of the New York State Museum. the authorities of which have
done so much to stimulate research in natural histoiry. The
economic importance of a study of birds is now widely recognized.
Much investigation intb their feeding habits bas, proved hevond
doubt that tbev are ext remelv important friends of the agri-
cuit urist. in fact. of 'the whole communitv at large.

At the present lime it is stated that there aire 411 species
of lirds wbich have l:een recordcd as occurring in New York
State. Thc species biave heen grouped mbt six classes, diz.: 1.
Residents. Il. Summer residents. 111. Transients. IV. Winter
visitants. V. Summer visitants. VI. AccidentaI visitants. In
an interestîng rhapter near the beginning mucb useful informa-
tion is given on life zones. as well as cbarfs to iflustrate the dis-
tribution of the birds which breed in the tbree life zones of New
York. In a chapter on *IncreasL-e and Decrease of Species." it
is remarked that it is the general testimony of authors that there
bas been a marked diminution in the bird itfe of New York State
during t he past century. The reasons whv tbis is so are clearly
set forth and are only tno well lcnown. Modem agriculture is
responsible for the death of many birds. Telephone and tele-
graph wires. electrie lights. plate glass windows, cats and
thoughtless boys. in citles and towns. alI add to the danger to
man y species. 'Perhaps tbe most destructive class are the
thoughtless boys who go birds? egging and shooting indiscrilmi-
nately; also foreigners. mostly Italians, who often lcill ail kinris
of birds for food, as they have been accustomed to do in their
native country: and the pot hunters and market gunners, who


