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AN AFRICAN DIPNOID FISH.
( Protopterus annectens. )

By ANprREW HALKETT.

In an issue of the Fishing Gaszette' a paragraph appeared
under the title, ** Digging for Fish,” of which the following is the

e! River for fish, which they dig out

substance :

“The n ives of Kottiar, in AMfrica.

the habit of digging ey ery year,

in the summer

dry banks of the Ver

by hundreds, j

as they would potatoes.  The mud lumps are broken open,

and the fish, perhaps eight or ten inches long, will always be found alive, and
often frisky, as if just removed from its supposediy native element - the water.
In the dry beds of several African rivers asimilar practice is often pursued.
A kind of mud fish buries itself w hile the bottom is still moist, and remains
there all the summer, waking up when the rains begin again.”

Preceding this paragraph were words to the effect that the
above was *‘ a new fish story,” a bait, in fact, *‘ to lure the un-
wary summer boarder to the swamps and sandhills of Suffolk
County.” But knowing better, | wrote to the editor of the
Gasctte corroborating the fact of the existence, during the dry
season, of living fishes encased in capsules of mud awaiting the
return of the rainy season when the pools and rivers are refilled
with water. He published my letter® under the title, “**The Dark

Continent Fish,” and the tollowing quotation in full is its import :

n regard 1o the * new fish ed wothe Dark Cont

ap-

peared in vour issue of Jam: under the

e of *Digging for Fish,’

permit me the following space in yvour columns concers a very remarkable

wroup of fishes.

*“ These are the possession of

s simply 2

CXINEING species,

Ny species are these :

w River Amazon.®

Gazette | 203 Broadwav, N. Y.] Saturday., Jan. 7, 18qg9.
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il

rday, Feb. 3, 1899, p.

my visit in Great Britain [ learned of & 6ifth (2 rec ently dis.

Dipnoid, but am not yet m possession of any particulars about it.

¥ “Lepidasiren has recently been four mdance i swampy localities

of the Chaco, Paraquay.” G wes of Reptiles and Fishes,

British Muscum, 1898,




