1B Tae PATRNT AsTRONOMER.~Caroline
W.cetin Herschel, sister, and for a
og time assistant, of the celebrated
B ionomer, Sir Willium Herschel, was
R0 at Hanover on the 16th of March,
k0. She is herself distinguished for
astronomical researches, and par-
aarly for the conatrfw‘tiou.ofa se-
-graphical globe, giving in relief
. curface of the moon.  But it was
per brother, Sir William Herschel,
4 the activity of her mind was
wened.  From the first commence-
B -t of hiis astronomical pursuits, her
pdance on both his daily labours
Binightly watches was put in requi-
n; :md found so useful, that on
remorval {o Datchet, and subse-
atly to Slough—he being then oc-
Ricd with his reviews of the heavens
B other rescarches—she performed
whole of the arduwous and important
s of his astronomical assistant,
wonly reading the clocks, and noting
laall the observations from dicta-
asan amanuensis, but subsequent-
Buccuting the whole of the exten-
R:and 1al orious numerical caleula-
:necessary to render them avail-
:to science, as well as the multi-
:of others relative to the various
cetical and experimental inquiry
thich, during his long and active
4 he at any time engaged.  For
wpriormance of these dutics, His
ty, King George 111, was pleasced
lice her in the receipt of a salary
ient for her singularly moderate
sand retired habits. Arduous,
ter, as these occupations must

old 2r, especially when it is consider-

WS i G er brother's observations were

; 30‘ s carried on (circumstances per-
o

o) till daybreak, without regard
zeon, and indeed chiefly in the
B, they proved insufficient to ex-
‘Wiher activity. In their intervals
fund time both for actual astro-

Youlmknl obscervations of her own, and
3 oligl:s execution of more than one of
lice M extent and utility.  The obser-
Jusilas hiere alluded to were made
in (ks small Newtonian sweeper, con-
‘ounsded for her by her brother, with
\csgld b, whenever his occasional ab-
y 3

.or any interruption to the regu-
wurse of bis obscervations permit-
the searched the heavens for
ds, and that 5o cffectively as on
ssthan eight several oceasions to
wwarded by their discovery.—
nof Worih.
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A xew Britise Cotony —Many of
our readers are probably unaware that
anew colony has lately been added to
the Queen’s dominions. The island of
Lagos, in the Bight of Benin, was
formally ceded to the British Crown
some months ago. It appears from
the papers which bhave been published
on the subject that thisacquisition was
made with reluctance by the Foreign
Minister; and we are not surprised at
this, considering the nature of the cli-
mate on the African coast, and the ex-
pense which we have already incurred
in establishing and maintaining our
various settlements in that quarter.
There must thercfore have been strong
reasons to induce Earl Russcll to ex-
tend our dominions in that portion of
the globe.  But circumstances, not
theories, must bethe guide of those
who have the conduct of public afiairs.
T'he acquisition of Lagos is Lut the
consequence of the policy which this
country hus long adopted with the
view of suppressing on the one hand
the trafficin slaves, and of encouraging
on the other the growth of legitimate
commmerce.  Qur new colony is an
island insignificant in point of size, but
important both in a2 commercial and 2
political point of view. 1t is the port
of Abbeokutaand the surrounding dis-
trict, where cultivation and commerce
are both steadily extending, and it is
also in the immediate vicinity of the
territory of the King of Duhomey, who
is at {he present time the most power-
ful patron of the slave trade. The
importance of Lagos, therefore, is suffi-
ciently obvious. “en ycars ago it was
the favourite haunt of the slave deal-
ers in the Bight of Benin, and but for
the cflorts of this country it would
doubtless have remained so till this
day. Itsannualexports now excecdin
value a quarter of a million sterling,
with the prospect of an indefinite in-
crease.  We may add, that before Earl
Russell gave his consent to the ocen-
pation of the island, he had been for
some time urged to accede to this step
by the British residents there.  The
objects he had in view in at length
aceeding to it, we have already stated.
tl‘!\c King of hagos was at first exceed-
ingly unwilling to renounce his sover-
cigaty, although an ample cguivalent
was oftered to him in the shape of a
pension, together with the reservation
of various of his royal rights. Nay.,
more, he afterwards represented in o



