
ReMniiscelces.

Patterson, were at this time in the noon-tide of their power. This body
-%vas compact and stron-num erically the largest of the three sister
churches, with well considered and cieariy defined lineg of poiicy. It
had already taken the field as the Ieading missionary churchi in B3ritish
America, and had launched out, and achieved, success in another important
Une of action, of wvhicli more later où.

The next body in the field ivas the Synod adhering te the Chiurch of
of Scotland. The large immigration of Scottish, Highlanders te Pictou,
Cape Breton and Prince Edward Island, early in the present century,
,%Vas soon foilowed by ministers of the Ciiurch, of Scotiand, wio erganized
Presbyteries and a Synocl distinct froin that already in the field. Mlany
of these men appear to, have been under the iinpressir.a that thieir Synod
formed an inteqral pari of the Church of Scotland. This erroneous and
delusive idea appears to linger still in the minds of somne good peuple,
and to be one of the principal causes of continued disuniion iii our Cana-
dian Church. Some errors die liard. This one should have vanished
long ago. Two facts should have effect.ualiy disposed of it.-(> The
Cluurch of Scot]and, does not permit appeals froni the colonial churchi
courts to be reviewved by its General Assembly.-(2) The Church of
Scotland receives ne comimissioners from. colonial Presbyteries as constit-
uent xnembers of its General Ass4nbly. These facts settie the question.
.Ail the colonial synods -were looked upon by the Scottishi Churches as
sovereiga and independent churches. 'No colonial churcli therefore really
belonged te, the Churchi of Scotland.

The Maritime Synod adhiering to the Churcli of Scotland gradually
grewv, and bezanie in timne nearly as streîîg as its eider sister. The rela-
tions between those churches were often strained. Ecclesiastical antag-
onisms, thiemselves sufficiently eisturbing, wvere exnbittered by political
strife. We have no desire te, dx uv aside the veil wvhici tinie is k-indly
spreadi.ngc. over the contentions of those days. They had better bc allowved
te drop into oblivien. Shortly hefore the tinie of which we write the
Maritimer Synod had been greatly wveakened. The disruption of the
Church of Scotland in 1843, brouglit new-influences into play by wvhich
fer a time the Colonial Synod -%vas shorn of its strength. .Riglitly or
%vrongly, the division which took place ini Scotiand wvas extended to Nova

Scotia, and a number of the mnisters Nvent over te the Free Chnrch; a
inucli greater number looked across the sea and saw in the hundreds of
vacant Scottish pulpits tlueir epportunity fer certain preferments at

home. They instantly lest aIl relish for toil and self-sacrifice in the
colonial field. They stampeded, and for a time, if we remember rightly.
Pictou ceunty had one solitary ininister of that Synod. There were
twe in the city of Hlalifax. W~e cannot recali any ethers. These


