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stration.  When the queen placed two wreaths

re the monarch, and asked him to tel) which
wis real und whicl artificial, he opened o window,
# bee alighting upon the natural wreath, told
K what he wished to know,

4. AllSolomon’s wisdom, Asshown in his
wuversation and in his muagnificent surroundings,
The house. Solomon’s palace or series of | s,
His palace at Jerusalem hyd o vust hall for publie
business one hundred and seventy-five fect long
wore thun fifty feet high, Accnrdingtn.luwl:lnh
it contained a great banqueting
rounded by spacious and luxurious gardens,

5. The meat. Solomon fared sumptuously
(1Kings 4, 22 923), The sitting. % The numbyer
and titles of those who attended the royal bun-
\" their splendid apparel and apurtments,
The queen may have seen them gathered at 4 meal,
Servants . . . ministers, State officers and
monal attendants, Apparel. The rich and
tly dress of Eastern courtiers and attendants is

times furnished by the king (Gen. 45 3 Dan,
7. His ascent. “ Different interpretations
aregiven: (1) The imposing ceremonies and sacri-
fices of worship, (2) The numerous and splendid
retinue accompunying hirm, (8) The stairs leading

and

u
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hall, and was sur. |

|

|

|
J

T

to the tempie."— Zyue, The private entranee or
Passageway, maguificently Wrought, by which he
ascended to the temple from some part of his owy
house.  From thiix it appears that the palace '
a lower elevation thay the temple, and
a southern slope gy Moriah."—Zerry, " House of
the Lord, Which, it would seem, she was pot
permitted to enter, but only saw the ascent to it by
which the king went up.  Nomore spirit. She
Wwas overcome with astonishment,

6. A true report., She was not blinded by
pride or prejudiee from knowledging Solomon's
excellence, Heard, From travelers and others,

7. Prosperity, O possibly ¢
Prosperity is probably meant,

8. Happy., “Itiyq great advantage to be
good families, and to hyye
couverse with those that are wise and  good,"—
Henry, @) We shouid congratulate ourselves on the
privileges of the King's family,

9. Blessed be the Lord, “She, g heathien,
saw the superiority of Istacl's God over the gods of
the heathen, The Jews have a tradition that the
queen was converted to Jmluimn."—(}rvl_//,

10. A hundred and twenty talents.,
three willions of dollars,

w
probubly oy

goodness,” bug

in
opportunity of frequent,

Over
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Verse 1. The queen of Sheba,
generally  ugreed
Wiasa country which includes the
was known as

It is now

most of what
Arabia Felix, celebrated for gy
%, gold, and precious stones, and corresponds
Part to modern Yemen on the Red s Pro-
fssor Glaser has  made some interesting discoy-
in regard to
s the old tradition that the
ted for their extensive
Tu Matt, 1
south,” 'l‘lu-ruh1|n11»u||du(iun for Josephus's
urk ing that she was the Queen of Egypt
“thiopia,  She had probably heard ¢ ( Solomon
through the merchants and traders employed by
bim on the caravan routes or through the suilops
who went to Ophir for gold, The fuct that Ophir
5 wentioned in the preceding verse favors this
v, Conce g the name of the Lord,
This must refer to the fame of Solomon as the
builder of the temple at Jerusalem, and as the per-
“uwhom Jehovah had especially filled with almost
“perluman wisdom, She came to prove him
With hard questions. The word rendered
“hard uestions  ju from a verb meaning to tic or
Itis especially used in reisard to enigmas or
sense of intricate questions or riddles, The
tinhabitants of the Orient, and especiully the
s vere exceedingly fond of testing each oth-
tand intelligenee by verbal puzzles of vuy
I«

Subeuns were c¢l-
commerce and business

tuterprise,

thut the Sheba of our lesson !

this ancient kingdom, which con- |

. 42, she is culled “the queen |

| the country supposed to

2. Witha very great train.
expected. A queen of her wealth would require
large retinue, not only for protection but also to
bring the hany presents expected from one of her

This was to be

rank.  Hertrain wo ild follow one of the great chiry-

van routes connee ng southern  Argh)
and the Mediterranean ca. With
that bare spices, Herodotus, Diodorus,
and other ancient hist, 18 tell us that Arabig
Felix was noted for its spices, consisting of myrrh,
frankincense, lunum, ete, And very much
gold. 1t is not sure that gold was ever found in
¢ been Sheba,
however, wus an article and medium of cCommerees
in general use at 4 very early age, and thus any
country could ohtain it i exchange for its various
commoditics,

y central

Morever, elussie w riters bear witness

| to the immense wealth of the Sabeans and their

lavish use of gold and precious st Pliny enu-
merates a large variety of the latter, such as ame-
thyst, onyx, and cmeralds,

3. There was not anything hid from the
king, 1Ilc answered every question and solved
all the mysterious problems propounded by the
queen, Many are the storjes reluted in regard to
this royal visit und the questions proposed by her
to Solomon,  Mere iy g sample of one of the haurd
questions with which she tested the ki
She dressed a largeo number of boys and girls in
i asked the king to distinguish
cgirls, e ordered basins of watep

108,

Wisdon, ¢

lie same dre
the boys fron




