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sufficiont caro is net bestowed on the choice of persona te direct them,
and that thoir valuev sliould not be iaoasured. by the 3-oarly contributions
in the way of taxes. The inecessity of sectiring good teachers for these
schools, and of paying themn adequatoly, i>3 to, my mind the chief con-
sidoration, the key of the whole question; and until these desiderata are
attained-until our people corne to appreciato more the worth of thoso
te whom tlîey can safe!y commit the care of thoir chjîdren at that tender
age whien the impressions received are niost lasting, ive canîiot hope te,
soe any great improvement tako place. In this connection, 1 rejeice, te
know, liowevor, tliat one of the 3tibjects-tlie harassing subjects-that
formed the topàc eof debatob for se many years, lias ne longer a raison
d'étre. Its uisefuiiess lias, se te say, gene. The system of boarding round
lias disappoarod, itever te bo revived. (Applause.) Thiere is anothor
subject, ladies and gentlemen, which I consider of parameunt import-
ance, and te which I desiro te allude, I mean

OUR NOR3IAL scirool.
1 boliove that they are a necessary adjunct of our school system-that
without them w'e can hiardly oxpoct that any serious or real impreve-
ment can takec place iii the character artd tra.ining of our elementar3'
school teachors. I knowv that a feeling oxists-and it is proper and right
tliat it slhould ho se-ou the part of our highi and inodel schools, that they
are quite as conipetent to properly fit students for olementary school
diplomnas as, are our normal sehools. I do net intend te discuss the rela-
tive competoncy of the one or of the other. I give them. both ovory credit
for earnost devotion te, the ivorlz iii whicli they are respectively engaged.
But the one ks essentially a training school, while the other ks only par-
tially se from necessity. May w3 net look forward te the tiîne wlien our
present normal systeni. cati be extended in its mission eof usefulness se
that its terms, et'training at the central point may bo shortened, and that
tho remainder of theo scholaztie year may ho (levoted te some systoýn-
liko that inaugurated by our esteomed frieud, the Protestant Secrotary eof
the Education Department-where teachers and thoseý proposing te teach
can meet and recoive instruction in the profession. 1 merely mention
the idea as a crude one which. lias often occurred te my mind, and îvhicli
would net only produce, it seemai te me, better results as far as uniforraity
in tlio qualifications requiired of our elementary school toachers are con-
cerned, but woul show youuiger ones that of whiclh many eof theom have
often foîlt seriously the waîit, that is, te, knowv low te toaclh. (Applauso.)
Ladies and gentlemnen, I have prolonged zlhese remarks somewhat beyond
the limnit I had fixed fer mysoîf at the start. It is neot îny purpose, any
miore than it is iny righit, te, take part iii the discussions whicli formi the
objocts and constituto the great usefulnesl eof a body likeo this; and I
trust that I will ho Pardoiod if in anything I have said 1 hiave given the
slightest cause for dissatisfaction. 1 arn Lore, in the first place, because
of the hionour you have conferred upon me iii making me again your
presideiit; secen(lly, because of the identity I shail always wish te main-
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