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The issucs nccessarily follew tho dinîinished receipts, and are afl'ected by
the sanie cauies. The Home issues are :-Bibles, 641,902 ; New Testainents,I870,1460; Portions, .275,033; in ail, 1.787,081. Tiho issues frein foreign
depôts are :-Bibles, 168,239; New Testaments, 618,536 ; Portions.1,108,
348 ; ini ail, 1,890,128 - malting a grand total of 3,677,204, showing a total
decreaso of 528,828 cop.es, more than flve-sixths% of which. conast of N~ewJTestaments,_________

WORDS OFf FAREWELL.
BY THE ILEV. JOHN SHARP, M.A., SEORETARY Bl. AND P. SOCIETY.

Mr. Sharp's summary of the Oornmittee'a instructions to its Agents is
worthy of special attention, not only for its owrr sake, but as an expression

Iof the views of the Society with reference to the duties 'and the policy of
tirose eng-aged in the foreigtn lield, and face to face with the probleins of
thoughlt and action whici await theni there. Ho spokce as oos

DEAR BîtETIIUEN IN CHIUST,-This day, iv4erein the Comniittee bi d you,'
with ail their heart, God-speed in your errand to further tIre translation and
circulation of tire B3ible in distant lands, is for theni, and they trust aiso for
you, Ila 0lsy of gladnes," "a good day " (Esther ix. .19). It is a day of
answers to prayer. It is arn eariiest of biessinga LD corne.

By this leave-takcing the Bible Society ahares ini the -reat scnding forth
of labourera into the mission field in wvhich otirer societies are this year, by
God*s goodness, permitted te rejoice more than ever before. IlBlessed are
the eyes wvhicli see the thinga that ye see. " Prophots and kcings iii by-gone
days saw no suchi accessibility ini ail the world for the ivritten Word and tho
proclaimed Gospel as ne now see. lu unwonted numbers Christian nien and

I ovmen 0fare going fortil topreachi te à ecv and Gentile "'tre unsearchabie
rceofChrist. "Gif ts frteach ing and gif ts for healingar increasingiy

being devoted te preparing the ivay of the lord. There is more of interest
in, .1'ud of synipatiry -titll,* and of giving to, the great rnissionary enterprise.
And each, year gees the, nunîber of translations of God'a Holy Word into the
langu.-ges of the Iruman family enlarged, the quality of previously-existing
versions rxnpro"ed, and the tide of their dlYusion throughout thre world risc
hi-lier. Lot these signa of God's active working around us, and of the
fulfilment -of Ris gracieus promises te, our race encourage yen, 'ar brethiren,
as you go forth te take your part under Him in promoting the beneficent
objeet f this Society. It wvas founded simply te encourage ti w ider cireti-
lation of the HRoly Seriptures, ini the full assurance that tlîey are the inspircd
revelation of the will of God to ail rnankind, and that under the inrner
teaching of the Holy Spirit they are able te make Il vise tinte salvation
throughi faith tvhicli ia in OChrist Jesus." It .s only in tIre belief that yolir
own heart's experience has convinced you of this poeor ini Holy Soripturi'.
that the Committee send you forth te promote tIre diffusion of the sanie
Word of Life ainong othera. Sucli a conviction wvill keep you froni feelinte
irksomne -and unimportant any details of your work which, are needful for tho
succesaful promotion of its highl spiritual aim.

TIre ether cardinal feature in the Soeiety's constitution la its unrestricted
catholicity of co-dperation wviti ail those, who are willing te premote its sole
objeet. The Con'mittee ask you te cultivate large-hearted aind harmonious
relations with, ail those whio, are ready te aid tIre Society in providing 'copies
of the sinmple tent of tire Bible, and in circulatinrt thern anrongý maîikind. In
the samie spirit the Committee -vvisir you te maintain. cordial sympathy with
tIre sister Bible Societies of Scotland and America, wvhere you meet with

itiroir represontatives in the field.
ofnl regard to religions otirer than. Chiristianlity w'ith iwhich. your spheres

ofduty may bring you in contact the Committeo would have you alwaya
renrenîber that tire aim of this Society is te diffuse trutîr ratirer than te


