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summiaries ol the essentiai features wvere attempted. Sucli a surn-
mary wvas made in French about 127o, by the Italiani Rustigheilo of
Pisa ; in Germiar, about tvo centuries later, by Ulricbi Fîlierer; anci
in English, by Sir Thomas Mlalory in his ' Morte d'Arthur,' finished

the IX vere of the reygne of' kyng Edward the Fourth,'
and one of the first books publishied in England by Caxton,

emiprynted anci fyny.-slied iii th' abbey *Vestmnestre the last
day of July, the yere of our Lord MCCCCLXXXV.' It is
of interest to note, as; an indication of the popularity of
the Arilhurian legands, that Caxton printed the ' Miorte d'Arthur
e*ghlt years lbefore lie printed any portion of i li E nglish Bible, and
53 vears before the comiplete Englii Bible wvas in print. It lias been
said that the original le-end absorbed int itseif the elemients of other
cycles of le-end. The most important of tlîise %vas ' The Holy
Grail.' At once a new spirit breathes in the old iegrend. In a fiew%
years it is becomie a mystical, srnbolical, anagogicai1 taie, incuicating
one of the profoundest dogmias of the Hoiy Cathoiic Church, a bearer
of a Christian doctrine engrossing the thouglit of thqý Christian wvorld.
In ;idditioni to Ille mystical and reiigious character of the transformied

lernd le s-pirit of the chivalry of the ïMiddle Ao-e.-, einbodied in it,
furni',hes an admirable transcript of the social ideals of thle tinmes.
wvhichi tlîus moulded the older and ruder miaterials into a more
gracious fzirm. The knighitly id eals of loyalty, obedience, the re-
dresbinig of wrongs alid especially the veneration of wornatnhood are
di stii c tly pcrtrayed. Throughiout the Middle Ages it was'our lady,'
thc Virgin lc.ther, wvho emhodied and represented ho ail nien andi
wvomen, from prince to peasant, their ideais of wvoranhood and iady
hood. And it tva. to the transference of these Christianl ethics into the
practice of conîrnon daily, %voridly life in rude time., th'it %ve oNwe
the institution of chivairy, niovhere better reflected thanl in the
Christiauized Arthurian legends. Fomn about 1200o, innurnerable
poets, wvith diverse îawîes, set themselves to produce new versions of
the legend, engrafting upon the general themne many diverse stocks.
Dante in tlîe ' Divine Coniedy' spe:îks ot Arthur, Guinevere, Tristan,
and Launcelot by naine, and Boiardo, Ariosto, and Tasso in Italy,
Hans Sachi in Germazny, Spenser, Shakespeare, Milton, and Dryden
in England. ail made use of tlie sanie maherial.

«0 f the poets of the present generation, Tennyson bias treated
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