
exchianging now and again words witli thc bar miaid thiat aroiised
the jealousy of the river men wvho belonged to an entirely dillecrent
sphere of life fron ]lis, resented thecir rudeness '4 withi impertinent
deprecation." Ail wcre more or less under the influence of liquor.
This wvas enough to account for the assault without garnishing the
circumistances by irrelevant moralising at the expense of a lhardy
class of useful laborers. It is uncertain -%vhetlier the assauit wvas
macle by one or more, as the lighis wvere out whien it xas com-
mitted.

Later on the reader finds Charlcy Steele at bay before a court
of inquiry hield at ]lis friends bouse in the Vadrome M.\-ountaini. The
complainant wa1s (le Ablbé. ]Poss'ýgnol of the City of Quebec. The
news of bis living iii the vilage of Chaudiere amiong Catholics, an
infidel wvhose past wvas shrouded in mystery, had reached tlic ears
of this ecclesiastic and disquieted him. It wvas learned by bin- thant
this strange man had appeared in the vicinity of Chaudicre Nwitiu an
injured liead thrc days after the Cathedral at Quebec liad liten
broken into and its gold altar vessels stolen by an unknown man
wlio wvas also suspected of having blown up the Governor's house
at Quebec the saine day.

Tlue efforts attributed to the Abbé ]Rossignol to fasten flhe crinme
connitted at Quebec upon Charley Steele, upon such a paltry s.,us-
picion, present hlm as ain intolerant bigot, the very opposite cx-
treme of the type of the Catholic ciergy of Qucbec. He is al-so
described as a nuan «beneath wvhose arrogant churchimanship there
wvas a fanatical z-1 irituality of a mediaeval kind." This reference
serves as an introduction to the scene in the woods of Vadrrne
'Mountain wvhen Joe Portugais knclt at confession to the Abbé xvliose
whole conduct and demeanor in this instance -were placet] on the
de! ensive. Hlis painful sense of responsibility was mentioned in
veilcd deprecation. M.Nr. Par-ker, how'ever, could not conceal the
fact that Joe Portugais' confession hiad one good effect, that of

ma thrde Abbè discontinue bis ende-avors to, find Charley Steele
guilty of the crimes for wvhich lie hiad been suspected by hinu.

'N. Loisel, the Curé of Chaudiere, fares, however, very nuuch
better. He is reprcsented as a gentle, kindly and tolerant spirit.
An~d yet no luint is genth-at blis goodness wvas tue fruit of bis reli-
gion. Agnosticism -w's made to, appear as rathcr a« nit in Charley
Steele, an aid instcad of a bindrance to bis intellect. His attitude
tovw'ards bis Cnthiolic: acquaintances scenied like the patronising bc-
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