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over many buried ag-es befare we reach the ane across which the
ziame of Leo 1. stands wvritten in thc b.old brozid type of bis inmartal
deeds. The world and the cburch w'ere youmger by thirteen centuries
-iblen St. Leo 1. afterwards surnamed Ille Great, was chosen ta, fill
thz higli office of Cbrist's vicar on earth. Tb:-it the choice of the
Cliristians sba'dld have fallen on such a man, at sucli a time, ta
guide the lielm of the struggling churchi, is indubitably a striking
evidence oU Christ's watchful care oU bier, and a partial fuliilnîent of
Hils promise that the gates of hlei should nleyer prevail agaïnst
ber. Ili order ta form a correct conception of the critical emiergen-
cies wbich Lea 1. was called ta, meet in bis new character of
Roman Pontiff, and adequately to estimate the spiendour of' bis

p olitical -enius, and biis heroic devotion ta the cburcli, it will be
n ecessary ta 'Lake a brief survey .0U the world as it unralled itself
bef-ore the eyes of the new prelate %vhen he first took bis seat in
the chair of Peter.

he Roman Empire wvas on the verge of dissolution. By the
foui aid of the assassin's dagger, cruel and incapable men suc-
ceeded one anather ini tbe inîperial thirane. The people groaned
under the tyranny, the insolence and insatiable greed af the -de-

* maralized upper classes. Added ta this, Ille suiccessful irruption
oU thie northiern barbarians under Alaric and Ille fearful devastation
committed by thlemi %%herever they appzared, hiad fllled the entire
south witb the u1niast consternation. Tbe wvorld wvas, as it were,
only wvaiiing for the crashi of alling empire., ta reconstruct new
races and kingdoms out af the migbty ruins of the aid.
The churchi, baving pnssed thiroiig-h the crucial trh:ls of blaody
persecutiopý, hand, ta the disconifiture oU bier enemiies, only drawn
fre~.A vitalityv froni il life-strenni ai ber martyrs. Fier triiuphis
aver Paganism lîad heen nothing short af a stupendous miracle.
But naw other equally threatening dangers surraunded ber.
Heresies wcre spriniý,,ng up on every side, creating divisions and
dissensions, wbicb theN iimperfect arganizatian aU the bierarchiies,
and the difficulties in the wity of speedy communication rendered
it exceedinly liard ta, settie, before muchi mischiief had been
Nvowrked among the faithful.


