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it m~anger in %limrer
LE.AD1NG editorial in the Mlon treal Gazette, not long

ago, shows that the publie is beginning to takec notice
of a vcry eoinmion danger. The advent of spring and
summier, the article, reads, %vhile to soine it brings
recreationi, t0 others change of employmcent, and 10

others stili the season of thecir main activity, is for al
alike a time of renewed risks 10 biealtli and life.

In Scienice Progress for April, Dr. Arthur E. Shiplcy,F.1.i,
Felloîv and Tutor of Christ 's College, Canbridge, calis attention 10

one of these-the danger of flies. Althoughi the commion liouse-fly is
one of the inost widely distributed, of thie insects thiat are known, the
knowledge that bas been collected as bo its life history is str,,ngiely
Eimnitcd. Linnirus gave it the name of musa domtestica, and De Geer
deseribedl ils transformation. That ivas in the lSth centutry. In
18341 the larva was deseribcd. I 187:3 the Aiiicrican entoimologist,
A. S. Packard, noticed an exeto aandance of the hoilse-fly
andi spent nmch effort on ils investigation. More reeently, L. 0.
lioWard, of the U3. S. A.. Departinent of Agiiulture. issuied a bulle-
titi on the sul)jeet. J.ast year C. Gordon flwt.lime Englishi ento-
11miologist, Publislied a 1)relimnarY oullinev of bis monogr-apli on the
hiouse-fly-a work w'ichl mewn of science are eagcry awitiing.

tinouigli is knom-i already, however, Io justify thev warnings of
those wlho biave,%witinessed( lime activity of thme fly in spedneertain
forins of disease. Dr. Ship1c'e'. iii viewv of time diseases that the fly
eonveys froni mail to imanonsiders tlic pm'iimee of devils w~ell naned
flic Lord of Flics, <and biokis that of all lie plagues of Egypt, limaI of
flics îvas bv '10 nicans flic least formidable. The housc.fly is prac-
t ieally cosuxopolitan. The l3rilishi Mu eum olcetioni, thiough very
fair froin conîpicte, ineludes speelmens fromn tixe Mediterrianean,
lIffia, South Amnerica, Nova :cotia. M)adaigascarii, Soinaliland, Newv
Zealand and 1Iong Kong.

Tlue reat breinig-gryionndi of the liouse-fly is in tlie neighibour-
lmood of stables. Their, eggs are hatchied in about twventy-four hours.
Dliring ils lifetinie lime lara oves aetively about, eatiixg dcaying
mnattvr. Iit froimi five bo ,iveii day-s il becomeis a dark-brown pupa
chrysalis. The periodi requircd for comnplete inetamnornhosis has
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