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tgivê.no help, then go round when the business is
donc and indiistrlously show howv it might and. ou,<ht
ta, hitvè been donc- differcntly and' 'bett&r. We ask
those vho act,tbus if it -s fair orfmanly i

That indifference wvhiclitake.- no lüterest in the
àffaits of the congregation, wvhich talks of fellowv-
rnembers and' office-bearers who do the wvork as
"8they Il or "tihèm,'> asifthe ýcomplainiant had 'neither
net flot part withthem, is a gross unfaithfulncss m~
duty and the cause of Christ and ncglect of privilege
as rcspects thejrindividuaI cç, !gation of which
hac is norninally aL meniber. t is shirking by

laying upon our fcl1ow-member.. bvork and interest
of, which we -are in .duty bound to take our fair
share. It is taking amost effectiveý way to discour-
age* the pastor and ail who are cocrned in the
wvork and wel.being of th-- congregation. If things
are languishingand going.back the. disaffected and
indifférent are chiefiy to blamne for it. The congre-
gàtionù is macle up -of individuals, andipuppose al
were to follow the course of the indifferent and dis-
affccted, must it pot inevitabtv 'ooni die? The
Presbytcry is made up, the who!e bodiv is made up
of iùidivid ual congregatiorls,, and if onte is feeble
anidlangukhlinýg, the whole body -is afftuctcd. So
s etious is the rcsponisibility v hich lies at the door of
thosýç, who for asiy reason hold back.

We m'ight say that this year, owing to very gen-
cral business depression and consequent shortcomn-
inig oU funds lu mnany cases, there is special need
4r the united, hcarty înterest of ail connected with
Our congregations. It is at this meeting that
the ,.financial standing and general intercsts of the
congregationi are fully examined into and allocation
:of the funds madle to, the various schemes of the

*huc.Evej yyn member being really a partnerin
the.concdrn ought to bc anxious to know the
çhurch s standing, and ývhat is donc with money en-
trusted to its care. It is flot only uncbristian, it
showVs'aýwant of zood common judgment to take
nQoïiterest>in -the annual investigation into thea ai-
fairs of the congregation both sacred and secular,
if sticË a, distinction can be made in this case. It.
has, already been stated inthese columns that this
year tthere is danger of a considerable sbortcoming
of fùnds in some branches of out church *work, a
.shortcoming whieh involves very serious trial ta
miany of our most devoted, missionaries and their
families. Howa ver indifference and disaffection
snay' affeçt the-church in prospcransý years, in- this
oiie particuiarly demfariing..the interest and effort
or ail, the tveakening.of the church's.hands by thetr
.meansindoîng its workthig-year makes-themnspec-
ially chargeablc with unfaithfulness and guiît.

7THE SEMINA RIES.

THF, followl.ng article -froni the Chzcago Iliteria,
4upon a subject which is just now under the.

considerati 'on- of the Prcsbyteries of our church,
namelyi'thé relat5on cf. our Theological Collages 'to
the. Gene.ral Assembly,,will bc of interest and use
to aIl éour readers, especialliyto those wivho are
Inembeis.ofPesye.ED

." ,Air .the .àlder theologicai seminaries,.ýso faç as
heardfroni,'are.willing -té turn over the control of
thetr-franchises to the General'Assem bly. We su'.
p)ose)iat h'ot one af theni wýould,-objcct to suclia,
transfer if they believed it would -bc good forithe
inttns s idfrtb hrh ut theY do not
tinksoý. Onithe coitrazy,, theyare fearful of con-
seq4en .c es that, might resuit .which- would .be inijur-
ious to both. The, theory of. Assambly con trol.has.
nuthin-its favor. P gàooîd illustration of one àd-

ùànt~e ssen i Aadovr Sminry.There is an
iiiuituti6n thatwas an'*hored, so-far as'it was po's-
siblett'6 anchor it,to tinimmovable Past, to a type
oU the6logy ihc W ~irhshichithe the institu-

~io 'erVs~hav lng ineâb àdonad-Then the
senw éyùâtnsibly .ompèving ith its. bonds, sud-

dcnly cài#e out Witli-à theoIlagy-that a4. fat in ad-
vance of -its c oirh~,adacnfliit arosé which wvasfinally de tcrminaàted. 1by .the 'sýrrènder.,cfhe con-
servatives in, theA"merican, ]>oard. Now, "if the
Congre -t;at!oilChrh were.-organiied with *a
represeâtatiVe: bodyý, and thé semniniary had' been
uidrecn trlftiat b6dy,.hit ouidhave mWO.
ed fo*aï dPipasu.wt e":_et ePialong with

the h&làicalprogess:of ic chuiches. S i Ur
sedinares erecoatol by boy.correctFy re-ý

presenting Uic ý*hurchés thcy -W'ould monve,,forward.
%vith it, 19'sànd siliwt1 ta alUnsbf

ing, for this,,auid'doubtss 'çýuld.be. if they were

appears,,upon,-papeÈ, ÙUùfoýiànate1y the wvise heâdi
amogthndo lot inplicitly ÜuSt th-àèýio-néoft theAs1y.T àûl r mi fi~~e

ja.~t,194.]

iih great interest 4-v Our readars -who bless God for A T the meeting oU the Presbytery oUf Toronto on
the noble work-our- rissionaries hava donc lu' the14 the 2nd of January, the JFev. Dr. Robertson
Newv Hebrides., [It réfutes a vile siauder,. whch.prnedn o u ot-etHm isos
showAs hoiw eady a- certain sort aU goverunent- offi lisupene s atndor ot-fc1loe aMidrssionse
diais-is ta take-up and spread anything agaibst mis- sdeliver.cedo an .earnstad rput ifo.ibe saddrass -u
sion.às and. missionàries, and, it l.also shôwis theirsusacoU hihhhspt mtthsaecf-
profound and wilful ignorance oUf vhatÀs5beiun done leafiet,.and wvhich is, 'o ha scattered hroadcast over
for degraded heathen. peoples by mes àof Protest-tecuc.1estfrhl la n togIn
ant MiSisOnS.-ED.] DPr. Pato n- says: "I lam, exceed- guage the causeswhich have this ycar led -to such,

ingy srryta eartha ii aBlu Bok îteî ~ great pecuniary 'ificulties- among aur. peopla and-
Iished in Britaiu, underý sanction Of thé, Colonial mnsesl h ot-et n htuis hs
Secretary, Ïthere 1ias Otck upon .- e sl*-c<4n ha e.rt hy effort. putifo rth inoôther parts oUfthe
sacrificing missionarîes-in tha oS ur devot slad sfef church realsuffering, nuust resuit ta au rmissionarie's
"fsellingruM, béer, and . South Sea slands forg and their familles. Tha salf-denyrng charaèter 'cf-
soinuch"wa rnutei u frb ing ha' menl,%hô.ocëupythese new fields, the difficûlties,

plauesdigwhilé-the Romanîist "lfathers" are tey h wr,- zaa
prase.~ n epl isay tereisot sado o fbe-aalityof -thé, people inu helpinig-themsalves,;ahi

fonàI n uthfosuch c -hres.ot e h aherof unite i petiPig -the strongest diàirhus upon the
liés could idt'havé invented: anything more fl-sè help at-this, juncture Of al whb can- 1end.thèir-id. -

Nta missionary of the New Héebrides hàs éùér been M.Rbrsngvstems norgrgaci t1:ý -,a'. .i Uf tcesuccess of the work in. thea aisôothat idueengaged -itan eofanyîn onUifis :ii"r n
auyrnrcatia ursithaève. t~i aaist he comunicants fr-arni, 53ki8 ava risen ta

0aw cfOur iMission.fr.nyoUor. nmssionaries 'o ,01i193aureeuj taafetmnhs
engagelu ny rade weith tIue.natives> udi aya àsnfrçr i510ta$.g .. Thfuuepoaid 50hýoI e nyb-u~eldfo-u i-g;ésS of. ur chùrch, hothu at hm n~ ~h
siôri. Fach-trnissiôna .y by soli naeetis. h'ysowdpmd uo u usignw*i
bound .to sz)énd-his wihole Urne e and' -ener-gies in the portion of-aur c' hurch which- baÉs in.ut t, e potency

spirtua? wrk fth~mhsio. an .pomle o~suh rsoucêsand strèngth iii ýthe.
And: n d, thh!liti e Î4, mis- -! 0 *cm.. - -

v

THÈ -C4N4ADA PÉÉSBVTE.RIAN.

alWaysa dellbcrative body. if its niembers could
always fully consider ail the facts, the surraundings
and circunistances, and talce time~ to reihder matu re
judgnicnt. But everybody knows that this is im-
possible. The resu'àt is that the seminaries would
niot always know what to expect. Thev f car that
the Assernbiy would become a body sinullar to thbe
Methodist General Conférence, under tvhich every
one Whbo holds a position or wants one, has to begin
his fine wvork three ycars ahead of its quadrennial
meeting. It is certain tbat the seminarics ill
neyer consent to absolute Asscnibiy control. Our
own McCormick Seminary had an experience
wvhich ought to last it a lifetime The AI;sembly
undertook to take possession of and use propcrty
in a wvay that wvoulè reverse and defeat the purpose
of its donor. H4e was a loyal Prasbyterian, if ever
ona Iivad, bit lha said, "lNon possumus." H-e
established bis position in riit and reason, heid it
firmnly, and wvon. A less able and determined m in
would have lost.

"NVow wvhat is the real obièct which thc church
desires to attain? It is vcry simple. It is that the
seminaries shali teach sound, doctrine and that tliey
shall not be able to carry off the property and de-
posit it outside of the church. That is aIl that is
desired and nobody will say that it is an unfair or
unre asonable desire. The only question is what is
the wisest mcthod of sccuring this oblect. There

1are additionai guards wvhich are available undar the
tcxisting control of the seminaries. Thc controlling
tbody, ha it called trustecs or directors or commis-

sionars, can berequired to subscribe an agreement
kor contract, an inaugural condition, tbat while the
epraparty is in their charge it neyer shaîl be per-
iverted to the taaching of doctrine contrary to tha

system iof doctrine of the church, and that it shall
*neyer be alienated to other uses, purposas or con-

* trol. This can be se, drawn as to giva the Assem-
* bly a right of action at Iawv for the recovcry of

alicnated property. But the seminaries must have
guaranties. No one knows wvhat the future may

tbriug forth-axcepting that it is certain to show
;progress lu thought. No ane knows that a future
rAssambly niay not takae such. actions as were takan

in 1837, 1845 and 1866-and we should not ômit
1878. The church now would be overwhelmingly
against any of :thosa sevaral acts and decisions and

ideliverances. They did not at-tha time rapresant
sthe even and steady and stable sentiment and

t character of the churcb. Ail representative goveru-
nient needs a balance wvheel. Power everyxvhare
must ha put upon limitations, not limitations upon
the rnatured wiland judgment of the people, but
such limitations as will secu re nmaturity of judg-
ment. The mature judgment of the church is that
the serninaries shali not ta able to assail thc systcm

*of doctrine nor alienate property. As this is the
»judguient of the sauinaries as well as of the Assenu-

bly, it cae, hc sccured-by measures which wilI secure
aIl riglits and guard ail interests.»

PARLIAÀMENrAR Y BLUE BOOK AND THE
NE W HEBRIDES.

T Efollowing article on tlîis subject by Dr. J.
THG. Paton in Word and Work, wilI ha rcad

sionaries are much away from tlîeir stations on boli-
day plcasurc-seeking. This is equally fâse. From
the unheaithy, debilitating nature of the tropical,
damp climate of the New lebrides, and the ague
and féyer to which we anJ aur childrcn are ail there
cxposed, evc ry missionary is allowed three monthis
leave of abse! ce evcry five years, and twelve mnontlîs
at the end of èvery tan years hae is on the islands&
Not, hovwever, for pleasura secking, but under the
Mission Committcc ai' the church supporting it. As
they arrange, lie conducts daily meetings, pleadiug
the causa af the mission in thcir congrégations and
Sabbath -chools, and raising money for the support
and the extqnsion of the ork-not pleasure seek-
ing, but a change of tvork, climate, and sociaty in
continuous %vork for the mission tilI his furlough
expites, and hie and bis return ta the islands.

Third, as ta the ««'fathers," Roman Catholic
pricsts on aur islands, %hom the age.It praises in
theflue Book. It is an historical fact that French-
men and their Romish pricsts did not try to came
and scttlc on our Ne v Hebridas Islands wvhile their
lites and praparty wcrc in danger. With covetous
eyes they lookcd on at a sale distance, and let us
British P:esbyterian missionaries tà strugglc on,
doing the pionecî-ing, difficult, daugerous work, lu
wvhich six aOf aur menubers lost their lives, and a
number of our first canverts and nativateachers were
also murdered by the savages, and station after
station broken up and plundcrcd by them, and lu
which work the sainted flishop Patterson, of the
Church of England Mission, wvas aiso mnurdered in
revange for the tickcdness aof the Kanaka labour
traffickers, %vho, ta deceive the islanders, .personified
hlm. But when by continucd perseverance in God's
work by us, through the teaching of jesus Christ, He
had made liUe and propcrty sale on twenty islands,
and comparativeiy safe on the whole group, and
given us about flfteen tbousand couverts, the French
followved, hoisted their flag, salutcd it, piaced armaed
soidiers and marinas lu charge oU it, and virtually
took possession oU the group. And for what ? To
mnake it a great panaI settiement at the door of
Australia. The French Sanate had resolved tc
place ance hundred thousand of France's , niost de-
graded criminais on the Newv Hebrides as frcmen
and wvomen, to live as thay could and go whera
they would. an the ana condition that they dcl not
return ta France. Australia vas alarmed at this,
as she had hundreds of French convicts aiready fi
hier prisons for crimes they had comrnittcd since
coming fr-ar New Caledonia to Australia. At hast
by united Australia's protest and British influence,
the French had ta give up their schame for a. tia
and withdraw their soldiars from aur islands.-

But 1 hope the honour of Britain and the zeal
and faithfulness oU our British Protestants *vill not
ailow such, false accusations ta remain uncondcmued'
in a Blue Book. I dcfy thae riter ta produce onc
reliable ivituess ta prove his statemeuts to ha cor-
rect, wvhercas froni 'the hast sources I can produce
'hundreds, yes, thousands, ta prove they are utter-ly
false; yet, false as they are, appearing lu à Blue
Book by a Colonial Secretary, they have been,
and no doubt ill be, used by maiuy enemfies if the
Lord's work, and by periodicals, unfriendly -.to it.
to shake the confidence of people in our mission and'.
curtail its support, and ta damage 'Protestant mis-
sions generally.


