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and probably an umbrella toei. hat a bright sun 1 Smoked
glisses are a luxury. No green grass ta relieva the oye thoisghl
yondcr is a flid-fou aif delicate green Ah yts, opium flour-
ishes in Central Indin. Ail the flnest land, tht greter part of
tht wvater supply and labour atilis people and tht care and
attention af high and iawv alike are given ta tht cultivation ai
this terrible curse. Dearly bas the victary over tht Chinese
been bought and tht price is net by any ineans ail pald. Ilt
is truc that tht native princes in order ta maise tbis highly

'~priced dmug were led ta dig wels, that otherwise wotild flot
have been thought ai; but even these have betn and shall
continue te be dearly paid for. De ycu %vonder that people
who have se littîetat live 1cr or ta stimuattc ambition, se fcw
enjoyrnents, se little ta relieve their pains, when constantly
working amangst it should gradually develop a taste for it.
Vonder is a field afili, ail cut up into little beds cf six or
eight (cet square, carefully weedcd and watered. Set tht
women cf the village are ail eut working but whert are thelir
bribes ? At home sleeping under the influence af opium. In
the înorning aiter ils nîtal a piece af opium is put into tht
child's meuth and in uncansciousness it quietly awaits the
return of tht mother from the fields. At naon and again if
need be at night tht dose is repeattd. Do you wonder at tht
large ranrtality in Centrai India ? Hnrdly a child there dots
tînt gel opium as regulariy as ils nmeals tilIit is about three
years aid. But it is net confined ta chîldren. Have they
colds, or ftvers or aches ai any kind. tiien opium is their
salace. Ofien il is mare easily obtaînable than food and so
used te drawn tht cravings cf an appetite which cannot be
satisfied. Yau would qnd it hard ta answer tht indignant
charges ai the thinking cnes amangst them who point te tht
terrible ravages ai this cvii scen everywhere and perchance
even feit and who laying tht blame at Engiand's deor ask il
this is what Christianity promptç, or s it se powerless there
that it cannot aiter ail these centuries ai growth check such
cruel selfishness.

We have not yet 1 (car reaptd tht full harvest ai iniquity.
la China they have begun cultivating it thtmselves and sa do
net require the Indian article ia tht same quantities as before.
Large xtocks are unsalabît in India. Tht stock holders must
iet money and sa tht article is lowered in pricei encourage-
ment given ta its use and tht evil stili further developed.
When wiil nations leara as well as individuals that as v.c saw
sa we must rtap. But thoîîgh we have not reached the
village yeî ve must draw tn a close for this time, prcnlîsing a
longer letter next week.

THE Gi.OR!OUS RET'URN-i689g.

Mr. Davîi K. Guthie contributes the (ollowîng interest-
ing and imcly histarical sketch ta the periodical, A Voie
fr,ptligt)/y

Hefore the next issue ai T/we Voie can take place, tht Hii-
centenary celebration %vill have camne and gant ; and aur
readers may reasaaably expect sonie allusion ju this number
tu, an event whose two-hundredth anniversary in August is
lnokzed iorward ta witin peculiar inîcresi.

Tht hisaryaf tht Waldenses for centuries befare 1689con-
tains maay a stirring page ; but ne episode in ail their won-
draus past is more warthy of remnembrance than that which is
known aLs tht,' Gtoriaus Return " in 1689. A Rettnrn implies a
previaus Absence. Saime ai aur readers may flot know that
thet erritory which had been frcm time immemoriai tht maun-
tain home af tht Vaudois fcr more than threeytars knew them
not. Tht churches were closed, strangers put in possession
of tht hausee and lands of the rightful awners, and they theni-
selves scatttred in other countries. How was this? Tht
%Valdenses did not leave their Valîtys as emigrants. They
were exiled against their will.

in 1686, ane cf tht fiercest ai tht mnany blasts ai persecu-
tien which have swtpt through their Valtys had hurst. It
eoded in tht wholesale incarceratian af a peopt whcsc cnly
crime was that tbey rtfused ai the bidding cf their prince to
bow the kate to Rame-.bien, womtn, and children wex-e
trowdtd into tht loathsome prisons cf Piedmont.Il"When
they entered these dungeons,» Henri Arnaud tels us, ilthey
counted i4,occ healthy meuntaineers, but when, ai the inter-
cession ai the Swiss deptities, their prisons werc apentd, only
3,000 living skeletons crawled forth." Nom was this al. No
'inoner had this poar remnant abtained their liberty, than they
wvere confranted by tht alternative ai abjuring their faithi or
quitting their country farever, within fiteen days, an pain ai
death. This was in December 1686, and amid tht snows ai
winter thty were driven across tht Alps ta Switzerland. No
wander many perished by tht why ; and badit not been for
the kindness and care with which these poar people werc
welromed in Switzerland, Gemmany and Ho.nand, tht Walden-
ses wauld have perished front off the face of the eartb. Il
needed' great fith in these dtprtssing circunistaxices ta trust
the word cf tht Lord, "F1ear not, littît flack-, i is your Father's
goad pleasure te give you tht Kingdam2'

Three and a-balf years they iived in Exile, but with an
irrepressible longing pintd for their native Valicys and
yearned for a retua. Time after timte they made efforts which
failed;- but at length, ont evening in August 1639, So cr goo
determined men assembled by one coMmon imipulse on tht

'n northern sh&è cf tht Lake o f Gtneva. Tht decisive moment
had cotne. Thatnigbt (Augut î6)is ane much «i be remein-
bered iwi îe-hittory ofithe Waldenses. Their rtndezvaus was
a dense woocl by tht Lake, near- Nyon, whére boaus were in
readiness. Having cammitted themselves ta God's protec-
%ion in earnteci pryer, thiey embarked in silence, and ere
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marning broke, had ail landed in safety on the short ai Savoy.
Then bc-gan theit perilous journey cf îwelve never-to-bc-fem-
gctten-days. Tht plan of march had been carefully arranged
beforehand, and every possible precautian taken ; but its suc-
cess was possible only te mon ai invincible determinatian and
faith in God.

To an onîcoker, their enterprise might %vtll have seemed
rash and (oolhardy. How weme those mien, iinpertectly pro-
vided with armm and provisions, ta make their way across ont
intervening chain ai precipilos heights after anotheri How
were they ta farce a passage through a teritory, 120 miles
broad as tht crew lies, guarded by the skilled troops af
France and Savay, whom il seemed as hopeless ta elude as te
resist? That such an enterprise, in such circumstances, was
successfully accomplithed, is indted a marvel. Ont feels, in
reading tht thriiling narrative, that Ht wlno led His people by
a pillar af cloud and ire through tht wilderness was tht guide
and pratectar of His"Il srael cf tht Alps"I in later daVs. As
respects hunian instrumentality, their success was lnrgely due
te ont remnarkable mani, their leader, Henri Arnaud-whose
namne is imperishably associated with the IlGlorieus Return."
Arnaud had in his youth.served as a capt i.n in the army of
the Pripce oi Orange (afterwards William 111. cf Erigland>;
in later ytars, he became an honaoured pastar cf the Walden
sian Church. Ht il was who cach rnorning ai the journey led
tht devatians ai his treops and directed tîneir perilaus march.

Thte ight hundred men, divided unto nineteen campaiiies,
each under a leader, sclectcd tînt least (requenttd paths cf tht
mnantains ta avoid their fées. But thîs was net always pas-
sible ; once and again il seenied as if further pogress were
hopeless. At Sailenches, where a bridge crissed tht Arve,
tiieîr passage was flercely disputed by 6oe armted men. Over
the Col de Bonhomme, they had ta march amid drenching
rain, sinking te tht knees in soit snow at cvery step. On
AugUSt 22nd, after crcssing tht Mont Cenis amid extreme
hardship, they descendcd inta the valiey ai tht Dora. Here,
obtacrles more formidable than thase af nature awaited theni.
A body of 2,500 Frtnch troops opened ire an thte Valdenses
at tht bridge cf Salabertrand. Ilt was a moment cf extreme
peril, but tht intrepici.ty aur mountaineers displayed an this
oc:asion farms anc. ai thtennast brilliant passages in their
struggles for faith and ireedani. Hurning themselves on the
fot like ont ai the avalanches ai their awn mounitains, they
carried the bridge by assault, with heavy !oss te tht French,
and scarcely any ta theinselves. Tht following day, the gaI-
lant band were gathered an tht heights ai Sci ; and ai that
moment ail previcus dangers and fatigues wtre fargotten.
For, looking southwards, they descnîed, rising aloft aver tht
lcwer Mountains, thase snow-crowned peaks which they wel
kntw laoked davn on tlîeir awn Valeys. Ilt was a Sabbath,
moraing. On that mauntain surinmit the whale band fil o n
their knees, paured out their htarts ta God for His Mercy ta
themsclves, and implcred His protection for the %vives and
littie cnes they had lefi behind. In two days more (August
27), Arnaud wih bis brave campanions reached thtel3alsilie,
ai the upper extremity of a wild gorge ia tht Valley af San
Martino-a spot detinedto be 'amous in their histary. There
for tht first tine far mort than three vears, tht returntd Val--
denses felt theinselves Ilat home." But much remained te be
donc. Descending ironi tht Balsille, thcy discerned a pain-
fui change over tht fact of their lavcd cauntry-churches. in
ruins, lands until!ed, alitas in faith inhabiting thtir uid homes,
hostile troaps under strict arders ta resist their advance. hI
was evident that a reconquest was dtmanded as welI as a
returfi. But they belitved that Ht who had brought them
back could re-estabhieh them ; and, prcceedîng on tht first
Lord's day after their return te Sibaud, above Bobbio, they
thert onited in a saltinn league, wbich s kacwn in their his-
tary as "ltht cath cf Sibaud," pledging themselves beicre God
te maintain in these Valleyt, for ail corqing tîme their ancient
faith, and to bc truc te ane another whatever might befaîLl

They werc once more in their awn country îndeed, but
Canaanites dwet in the land. Autumn was at hand and a severe
wintcr not tam away. Meanwhile, a place ai safety and retreat
must in acy case bc provided against tht ehements. and tht
malice ai their focs mareta obc ftared than any wintem. They
rtsolved ta establish tbemselves ai tht Baîbille, a remarkable
natural fartress, rising like a pyramid by tbree rocky plat-
fanms, difficuit af acctss, and hemmed ifi by narrow ravines
an either side. Na wender that this spot, like tht Casteihai-zo
and Pra del Tor, is famnous in Wahdensian stary ; for if tht
passage ai tht Alps by tht Soo was marvellous, ne less se
their presenvation at tht Balsille, encircled by fots, through
tht winter, and their escape in spring irom that beleaguered
fotress.

Their Il place oi detence"1 was literalhy " tht munitians ci
rocks; " and tht natural fortifications af the Balsille were
carefully strengthened by tht militai-y skill cf Arnaud.

But how, il may be asked, wert 50 many men te be kept
alive during tht hong months of the coming winter? Ht who
gave manna in the wildemncss had arranged for their susten-
ance. Besides such provisicn as they were able te procure by
making sorties tram their place af ..efuge, they discavered a
granaxy below tht snow 1 Tht inhabitants of tht adjoining
Valley had lied an tht appraacb cf tht Wahdenses, Itaving
their cropa behind them unreaptd. Immediately thereafter,
snow had descendtd, and litre stood. tht ipened grain beneath
itk-a stipply ai food ready at han-a table sprtad for Gxod's
pon servants ta their heur af need ! Tht weary monthd cf
wintem at iengtfi passtd away, but vrith ,the. advancing seasn
came thé expected foc. Nearhy ten îl{pusand soldiers, led by
tht reîîowned general,,Catinatswarined mia otht valley cf 'San
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Martino with instructions ta destroy tvery returned Walden-
Sian without Mercy.

The stary of the siege sustained in tht l3alsiIle is a thrilling
record. Oi.z assault afler anather by selected troops was gai-
lantly repulsed, and with heavy lnss ta the assailants. At
length, in Miay, the Waldenses werc seriously alarmed by sce-
ing cannon dragged by rapts up the narrow defile of the Ger-
nianasca, and plantedl in pobition opposite their (artress. Same
years aga wevisited that famous spot. We brought horne an mn-
tcresting memento of that visit in the shape of a 16-lb cannon
bail, rouRh and brawn with rust, which had beco turned up
by the plough in a field underneath the Balsille a few nionths
beore aur visit,--one cf I"the papal arguments," as one has
called them, "lfor the conversion of the Waldtnses ! I That
bail had tain peacetully buricd for nigh 2o0 years, and now
lies before us, a sulent witness ta the truth cf Arnaud's narra-
tive. WVhen the enemy's cannon cammenced ta play on the
fortifications thrawn up by the Vaudois, it soon becanie cvi-
dent. that their position was no longer tenable ; aind when the
night of May 14th, i690, came dawn, tht possibility of their
rcmaining langer in tht Bnlsille was rcduced ta a question ai
heurs. Arnaudi and bis campanions werT reduced to thelir
last extremity. But man's cxtremity is God's oppartunity.
rhat very evening, therc descended (ram heaven a dense
mist which enveloped tht whale upper hall of the Balsille.
God threw Hîs Ilmantit " (as tht Scotch Covenanters were
wont ta cati tht grey fog> over His poor servants, and thtis
they wvere completeiy hidden tram their enmies in the valley
belaw. At length, Mien ail was at rest in the hostile camp, at
dead of night, Poulat, hiinseli a native af their valley, under-
taak ta lead tlhc Waldenses, now reduced in numbers, saiely
forth. They emtrged tn 1.îence tram the beteaguered fort-
rcss, and graping their perilous way alang tht verge ai many
a yawning precipice, passcd (from summît ta summit, tili,
befar-- tht dawn broke, they hadl reached anather ancient
place af refuge, tht Pra del Tar, in tht recesses af Val Angro-
gna. Canceive tht consternation ai tht traaps of France and
Savoy when, at break ai day, they looked up ta the Balsille,
only ta discaver that tht cyrie %vas deserted and the cagles
led1

Ont deliverance arrived ta tht Waidenses swiitly on the
back ai another. A day or tw a ater theur escape tram tht
Balsillt, they were stili like partridges hunted an tht moun-
tains, hemmed in by e.xasperaied fats on every side. just
then, a messenger arrivedl with wholly unexpecttd tidings.
Their savereign, tht Duke af Savoy, had quarrelled wvith
France, and had jained the allied Powers. It was a juncture
when Victor Amadeus needed ail tht help he ccitld obtain
from his own, subjects and well knowing, that none were
braver or mare loyal than thetIlhtretics " ai tht Valteys, he
sent ta affer tht Waldenses peace, permission te bring back
their families ta their aId homes, and, best ai ail, thtfire
exercise ai their fathers' faith. And se, the soreiy tried but
heraic remnant ai God's people wert preservea, just ivhen
they seemed on tht point af annihilatian. Tht Lard himself
turned again their captivity, and they were like men that
dream!

Tht two-hundredth anniversary cf that " Glariaus Returnl"
is now at band, Well mnay tht emancipated and now mis-
sianary Church cf tht Valîcys commemarate these brave days
i aid, and magniiy God's gaadiness ta their fathers and

themselves. Ail Evangelical Christendom should symoathise
in their Jubilee. __________

IGuER REUIGIOU. iINSTRUC7ION SCHElWE.

Mnz. EDITOR,-Kindly permit me ta state thraugh yaur
calumns that 1 bave naw sent ta every niinister and Sabbath
Scbool Superintendent, whose address 1 cauld obtain, a. copy
cf tht Syllabus and regulatians af the scheine afIl Higher
Religious lnstrpction." ,I have also enclased a few callecting

cards ta each schaol which the authoritits wili, 1 have no
daubt, generously acknowiedge.

1 shall be pleased te furnish additional copies ai the Sylla-
bus ta intending candidates, or any others who art intemesied,
if they will send me a postal card with address.

The scheme is now fairly launched upan the Cburch, andi,
so far, bas met with a kind receptian. That it niay be car-
dially supporteid and respît in ail the gond that its rnast san-

guine promoters anticipate, is, 1 arn sure, tht prayer of ail.
T. F. FoTHERxNriiAii,
C'onvener S. S. C»rnmi#ee.

10o7 Hazen Si., St. 7ohn, M. B, A ug. roth, r889.

Scatland's Westminster Abbey must be saught for neithes-
in Edinburgh or Glasgow, but on the summit af a tichly -
wooded though rugged crag, sîtuated hzlf way hetwveen tht
histaric town af Stirling and tht modem spa af Bridge-af-
A.lan. On this istand cliff, hier

Memories immaorial hover round
The bold, time-honoured crog, which now enthranes
The guatdian genius cf bis native land,

there was built between tht years i861.69, what is knawn as
tht Wallace monument. Tht monument, which nwed its in-
ception ta Dr. Chales Rogers, is i the form af a bcotch tjayo-
niai tawer, and rears its crown-shaped head 2ca feet abave the
rock on whicb it stands. Tht ftness cf the site canisisti ,in tht
fact that Abbey Craig forrned tht catnping.otocnd'for Wal.
!act's army on the nigbt before tht battît ai'Stiring ffridgê.
A gigarîtic statut af thr hera 9f Scotland occupts a -proni.:
ment position aver the entranEe ta the building, butin the
statuary bail at tht top af thetotwer other Scotsnien than he
*bave fitting inemorial. Marble busts of same eight cf Scot-
land's most famaons sans bad round a teâting*;plce there, and
naw anÏother-that ai Dr. Chairner-is added te tht numbe.
Tht proeeinga wtre noteworthy train. their being tat-en pbut
i by the' prè-sent Moderators of tht Establisbed, and Fret
C1turches,,and.by an ex-Mlodeitor-Dr. Yi.rc-ofthe Uiited
,?rebytcnian, Chuitb.


