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The following rcpaort, by tic Rev. \%. 1- rmzzl, Con-
t'ener ai the Cosiiiiitec on the S1tate ai Religioni, wvas
presentedt ta the !rcsbytery ai Toronto at its hast
silceting, and adoptcd as reid:

The Ilresbytery will bc îîleased ta hearti th.-t the
nnswcrs ta flic questions ami the btate ai Rehigioiî ie
on Il w hale, caîcburagiîîg. Aîîswcrs have îlot ben
reccived frontu evcry Session %% ithin i ne botinds. lfhils
nîay be accountcd for piitly on flac gromîîd thiat saule
cangregatians arc witlit a pastor, or liav-e a pastor
who Es ta busy ta attentd to such sii-ill mauters as
flue State af Religioni. Ba.rillng liritislî t..oluiibal., ahI1
the sctthed chargeb îîathîîn tue bouînds, wîitt five ex-
ceptions, have made returmîs, aund iost of the vataîit
congregations and mnissionu sîttons have sent li
anstvers more or less full.

The questions pu~t ta Sessions by tlle General As.
sembhy's Coutmittet on thie StItte oi Keligion arc
tiglit in îuuinber wiî scierai sub-divisîans.

1. (et) What assistante <la %lie eidters ren(ler il
carryîng on the work of >auir s-uzgre.tioti r

Tht answers ta thEs question scîve tu show thiat
the eIders, ils a ruhe, render important service iii
carrying un Ille wark.

Apart front the usuai business mnt Sessima, and
assisting at comîinutitiions, inost ai thîcîn take part ti
prayer meeting, andl teach in thte Sabbith sehool.
Saine etvisit îuenbcrs in tîhe.r districts,'" clîstrîbute
communion cards," 'visit the sick,," " hîoid cottage
prayer meetings," "set a goodI exanmale by tlucir
tiberality," "co-opcrate with managers wlicn re-
quired," "engage inumission îîork. Une says: "Ahi
Our eiders teacti En the Sabbath bçiooi." "Anothier
says.: etTwo are siprinteiîdents of babbatiî schîoois,
and two others teachiers." Nearhy atl flae Sessions
speak ai assistance rendcrcd ini praver meeting and
mn Sabbath srhool work.

(b> How can theair services be titilized ta tht best
advantage ?

The iollo%%ing ways among oilhers have been indi-
cated : .9 By bringing thcîîu Enta synipathy ivEuh the
wark ai the Churclî,and giving tbî±n special districts;"I
"Býygiving eaci eIder detinite work ta do;"" B>' recag-
nizing their talents, and giving %vor) in lise thiere-
witb ;"I l "B> personal dentîng with the unconvertcd ;"
IlBy giving specitkc .%art., andi aiter tht>' are startcà
keep thein frontî bcing discauraged ;" teBy laying the
fuîl responsibility ai thmeir office upan thleii."

(c) Is the duty which devoli-es upoîl thein ta bc ac-
tive memnbers ai the body af Chir.st faittîfully imi-
prissed an those tîho are admitted Enta foul commu-
nion witb tht Church ?

Nearhy ail tht answers ta this question are in the
affirmative. As few confess ta a seuise ai unfaîithful-
ness. Ont says " e It Es donc, but Et secins a %vaste ai
wards, or pasitivel>' haurtful ta adnuinister general
exhortations without pointing out specificall>%vital
they'are asked ta do. But what specific Church work
cari be given ta each is very difficult ta eeermine.4

Several say - "'te cliii> is miade pranmnent when ncîv
meînbers are rcceived inta feclivsiip.

<(') Is discipline carfhlly nuaintained
The majority, say : et Ves." Ont says - Fairiywl"

Another :"lNot as carefull>' as it should be." Wite
a third says : "I1 dan't know what careful discipline
uneans. Very ittlt afiat us donc. Tht rod is uscd
miuch mare vigarously an tht pulllît than in the
Session."

il. (a) How bas tht spirittual life of yaur congrega-
tien progressed during tht past ytar?

As this Es tht pivotai question ai the serEes, yau ivili
be pleased ta iearn that the answcrs gencrally indi-
caf e progress. licre are typical replies. Il Sliglît pro-
gress ;" ' QuiEtI> but surely, " Vie hope tht tempera-
turc is rising ;" Ie Inerease an previous year;Il" "One ai
thi best years in aur hislory ;" "lIA decidcd growth En
spiritual ieé." Tht repl>' ai the Session of Wecst
Church is: "Il c have great reason ta praise and biess
the Lord for a marked auupouring ai tht Hohy Spirit
upan aur cangregatiaîî during tht past )-ear, sa that
275 members have been addcd ta the Churcli, and
,a ver>' general quickcening ai the îvhole people. lu
bas sureiy been tu Wttest Church a year ai grace."

(b) Do metabers and theiz familles attend tht ser-
vices ai God's bouse with coînniendable regularîty?

Santie exceptions arc nmade. hn Georgetown the
chiidren cannai attend for lick af rooni. In other
places sanie do miot attend for ivant ai %ville and have
ta be renindedoaicir duty. But in 'ime main tuembers
and their fantilies sen ta attend the liouse af Gad
with commiendable regularity.

<c) \Vhat efforts are muade, and witli what success,
ta bring tht mare careless and indifférent En tht con-
gregation Enta closer connectian-with tht Chîurch ?

Four or fEvc sessions speakc ai special evangchistic
services, lasting front two ta ive îvecks, ansd tvith
cheering results. In car.nection with these services

Et appears that a large amount ai pastoral visitation,
and personal îork by eliders and menibers was dont.

nesession spaks afube Christian Young nmen of the
congregatian visiting boarding bouses, and Enviting
the non-churcb-gaing Young inen ta attend Claurch.
Another mnrtiotss the missionary, tIse Bible reader

and a1 st.1oe or visitors as valuiable agencies En îeach*
ing the caircless. 'Most of the congregations, lieow
cicr, have relied oin whîat they cail the ordinary
methiads.

<a') How Es the uraycr mneeting attcndcd, and wlîat
assistance is reccived front menbcrs of your congre-
gitian iii conductinig it?

INnny reply, IlWcil attendcd.» One says, "l Ikter
attendcd during pasi six months titan for sanie )-cars."
Saine <înalify by prefixing the word " miodcratcly " or
Il f.jtirly." tin onc congregatian front one fourth ta
onie-thîrd aith Uiîesberslitil attend ; in anaother
tue proportion is put at osne-titthi. 'l'le attendance at
WVest Clîuirch ranges frontî two 'a three ltudred.

Nearly ail speak of gctting gaod assistance. *i'he
aire fnrty-rive iii Clilers Chtîrch rend)- tu pray %%-len
callecl on. Several spcak of assistance rcndercd not
onhy) in praying, but also iii reniarks on the subject
for Ilhe evenmng, and in contributing inissianary intel.
ligence at the nionthly mnissionary prayer meeting.

çr) Is faniily worship faithfully obscrved ?
A gond nftny ai tic replies run as follows . --Can't

spcak dleinîtel?1 ;Il Iliard ta get information i
" )on't know , ;I G ellrally it is -" Il ',reuty gene.

rally ;-> -To a considcrable extent.", ltre Es tht
definite testimiony of Branmpton Session :"l Haif af
tlic faiiies En the congregation have been visited
wiîh a view of asccrîaining ta what extent faniily
worshl is observcdl. Of those visîtcd fifty.eîglit
per cent. observ'e Et morc or Icss rcguharly. he
Session ai Union and Narval says " tAbout aile-
liait af the famnilles coinposing the congregations ob-
serve fainily worship."l These Sessions are mcentiancd
becauise the aitswers are more definite than Ille rcst.

( f) ks there any perceptible Emiprovemient in the
lîbcrahity of vour corigregatEon ?

A fcwv rcply in thEs strain Il Siue as last )-car
Imiprovement not very pîerceptible ; Il " Don't know

that there Es." But En a large niajority ofcong'î' ntions
impravemnent is very rnarkcd. ',Ycs'" is th.~ word mn
niost answers. " Ves, fifty per cent. li the last two
years," says one. IlVes, more thtan doublcdt Last year,11
says nther. Il es ; paid $3,ooo on chtircli debt.
Do wveli for Schurmes. One eider subscribes annually
$ý6oo," says a thErd. "et'es ; Encrease bath an stipend
and missions," and so they go on. One sessEon re-
plies, and perhîaps this is the maost remarkablc reply of
aIl, tlîat Il thîcre Es not mucli roata for itaîprovcîîîent."

(g' Whiat rnetlîod is adaptcd for increasing the
liberality af your incinbers ?

A good nmany say I Nothing special." One answers .
Saying ver)' tite about Et, neyer --oldiiîg :compli.

mentis«g when possible, and ever kceping prominent
the thoughit that it is a transaction with God, and not
-with mari."

Several mention "giving information about the
Schcnses' froin the pulpit," Ildisseîninating mission-

ary literature,» "preatchitng miissiona.ry serinons,"
"holding missionarysneetings," «'takEing ul înontîhly

collections," "'holding missionary prayer meetings,"
" the formation of mission bands," etmlissionary socle-
tics," etc. The replies ai several mna' be suînnxied up
in ibis one: "'1The present.îtion ai Gospel motives,
cspecially the oblig.tion ta do everything for the
glory ai God.' The intention ai ane mEnister Es Ilta
cîcal with missionary themes monthly, during the rur-
rent yearon the Sunday set apart for the mission
collectioni."

111. What influence Es exerted En your community
by the religiaus lieé ai the mnenibers oi your con&re.
gation ?

"lA religions influence," says anc. elGood," Es the
word used by the majormty. " A goad influence."
"An influence for good whiclî would bc sadly, missecl
did it not cxist."1 One puts Et as strang as this. e«Good,
and only goofi."

QUiers put it a littie more ihidly - e Hope Eu Es for
good ;Il" "Don't like ta answcr ;Il" "Gaod an thle
,whole." A fewv express the férir, "flhnt îvhile a majo-
rity of the miembers are exemplary- in themr lîî'cs,
athers, by their worldly conformity, tend sartie astray."'
.IV. (q) Wlhat attention Es bestowed on the reh1gious

instruction ai the Young people En yaur congregation ?
Nearly ail mention Sabbath sebool anci Biblc class

work, and sorte empliasize homne instruction. In ad-
dition ta tis thcrc îs in onc congregation tPark-dalc>
îvhat is calied a etBoys' Org-anizaLtion,' and a " Girls'
Organization,11 for tla&study of Bible cha.ri'cters, .&.id
especially muission work, En wlîich they are ver- înuch
interested. A large number.of the boys profess a
determEnation ta becomne inissionaries.

hn another ce.igrega.tion a short sermon is preaclied
etvery Sabbath mnorniing ta the Young. In a thaird
seven or ciglit serinons are preacbed in the year; tvhile
in still another a sermon Es I)ticlie( once a month ta
the Young En conniection with tht admninistration ai bap-
tisîn ; and several niake mention of special exhorta-
tions addressed ta parents, urging ;hcîuu nlot ta ncglect
the religiaous instruction of their clîildren En their1
homes.

(b) Wbat is donc ta develop the spirit ai liberality
amang thein and with wlîat succes5:

Iis clear front the answcrs ta this question that a
good deal Es donc. Without exception, ahmost, the
children are askcd ta contribute ta missions slîrough
tht Sabbabh school-soine weely, sanie fortnighthy,
saime nionthly and saine quarterly. In ane case con-

fribtitions are askcd front individitail chasses rather
tiatrin flic îvole scîmool, flac ainounts beimg made
public vilh a vicw ta stirrîng tap a hcahy rlvair>' En
giving. 'te clains ni flhe Sch emes ai the Chîurch
are kept befare tlhc Young in nuany cangregations,
anti in others ait auteînpit is nmade ta enlist their Ente.
rest ini the diffcrent isssonar>' organizations. Suc.
cesse mare or less muarked, seenis ta attend thiese
varions etrorts.

(c) Wliat nîicans are emphoyed ta brinig theni.Einto
fuîll commitunion îvib the Chtmrcb?

h)ifierciut icans are uscd, but tue orclinary are tlic
iiîast caiaîîon, such as Sabbath sclîoal nnd Bible
class work, fathîtful prenching of fhe WVord, personal
dealiîug ?àî tIe liane, special seraînons are prenched.
Two or tiret mention a communicants' classe helcI for
ive or ix wceks before eacb conmmunioni ta iînpart
instutctisn iii the doctrines ou Scripturc, nîîd in the
polity ai the Churcb. Ont mentions such a chnss
lield a few îveeks ontce a yenr. Ont Session says -
IlSinec parents are au-aid their children may becoine
meinbers ai the Churchi to youtîg."1

ta) Ilow miany arc thiere in your congregation
above cighîteen years ai age whio are flot communi-
cantsi

The dermnite answcrs ta this question ivili do littie
more thian excite curiosit>', sceing that sa inny
others are inclefnit. Here isa specimeni. "lAcon.
sideratble number," "coipairatiively not iusny," "a
good nuany.' Fancy a Chtîrcb compiling a report on
statistics fromn such asnswers as thestà Aniong tht
dcflnite ansîvers the otambers run iloan uen, tht
snîaliest nîunber in any congregation, up ta too, tIse
largesu, fift> being about the average.

V. 1lave an>' incans, save the ordinary means,
been emupoyed durarag the past year ta commenh
tihe Gospel ai the bon ai God ta your congregat ion ?

As a ruhe the answcrs are in the negative. There
are these exceptions, howei-er, ta note.

Georgetowvn cangregation beld two- weeks' special
serv'ices Inst February, just preceding communEon.
The Session's testimony Es : etAttended b>' much
good."

Biolton. Five %veeks' special services this year.
SUi in progress at date. Trstimony: l Resuits good."

Wt'T5 Church. Speciah services for several weeks.
l'estinionFas above.

Strectsv-iIle. bpeciai meetings for rive weeks. No
testîmony.

Oakvilhc. Special services for ive si-eks. TestE-
mon>' " lTe wihole Church bas been revived and
îuîckened. Ten members wiere added, white we ex-
pect the double ai this satin te fallow."

College Street. One week s special services. Tes-
tiniony, satisiactory resuits.

Erskine. SpecEai services for tbrec weeks. TestE-
mony: -etEigbty mnembers joined the Cburcb, as the.
fruit ai these services, and the spiritual lufe af the
congregatios bas been quickencd."

One Session, rephying En tht negative, says. l' We
believe that thecordinar>' means ofigrace are desigded
ai Gode to lie tht channels ai communication by the
Hoiy Spirit, and that when His people are faithfil
thae L ord honotîrs the prcaching and the tcacliing ai
thet Word, on the Lord's Day, as ieil as the regular
nu eexings af the sveck, En chapel andi private hanse,
ta the impression ai the: ninds ai sEnners and tht
salvation ai thtir souls. Wte believe, moreaiver, the
temîdency increasing En thue Churches ta depend on
ip orted hehpers is adapted ta i-eaken the sense ai
divline obligation on e-/ery member ta be a belper ai
the Lard En tht work, and aiso ta promote, on the
part ai office-bearers, a reluctance in itîilfllng the
duties ta wihicb, En their ordination, thcy bave been
set apart by tht Hohy Spirit."

VI. <a) Are there any special hindrances against
svhicb you bave tu coîttenti in advancing tht cause ai
Clurist ?

litre, aiso, answers arc, --s a trie, En the negas.ivc.
Says ont: " W'e bave no speciai bindrances ; but
we fEnd tht ordinary hindrances sometimes ver>'
great."

Another: Il Ve cannot speak ai special bindratices,
but thue s-orld, the flesh anti tht devih are constant
hindrànces." Ansiong the special hindrances men-
tioncd we find : " An unfortunate arrangemeùt ai the
prcaching stations,""etintemperance," et woriliness,"
"lave ai pleasure,» "Isceptmcism," "the ivant af a
suinister," "wýant oi united barmoniaus action,"
Illack ai population," Ilthe social dance," Iltne social
dance En thie country congregation, the want ai morri-
ing and evening service En tht town."1

(b) Wluat efforts are you making ta overcome such
hîmdrances, and îî-ith what success ?

Saine mention Bands ai Hope and such like orga-
nazations as a cure for inteniperance. Soine special
meetings as a cure for warldliness; saine special
serinons as an amntidote for tht social dansce. At the
saine tint there Es a cheering consensus En the an-
swers ta tht effc tbat tht preaching ai the truilu,
along wîith a godiy example on the part af inis-
ters and inemrbers, Es tht great power ai God in over-
coaning bath special andi general hindrances.

VI 1. Have you any suggest ions ta offer rcgarding
the betfer anti mare efficient manner of caxx-ing an
the svork ai Christ in the congregations ai aur
Cburch ?
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