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BRITISH COL UMBIA.

DR. COCHRANE'S REPLY TO MR. JAMIESON.

MR. EDIToR,-The Rev. Mr. Jamieson of New
Westminister, has seen fit Ilto make some comoments"I
on the report of my visit to the churches in British
Columbia. In his opinion Ilit certains mistakes "-

"'it is a misleading report - its statemnents about
New Westminster have no proper basis to rest upon,"
and are Ilas ungenereus as they are unjust.»

The documents and information upon which my
report is based, are the property of thc Home Mission
Committee, and until I obtain liberty to make themn
Public, I forbear replying at length te Mr. Jamiesoui's
letter. Sbould this liberty be granted me, I shall
easily show that Ilconfiict of opinion and action on the
Part of individual ministers belonging to the rural
churches represented, bas hitherto miiitated against
Progress.» In preving my statement I need go no
further than make extracts from Mr. Jamiesen's own
iCtters to the Home Mission Committee, and letters
3ddressed by him to prominent gentlemen in Victoria
and elsewhere, and to letters sent me by Mr. Duunu,
of Lanéley, complaining bitterly of attacks made upon
hirn and other ministeriai bretbran, and referring to
jealousies, rivairies and quarrels of opposing churches.
Perhaps it may be necessary aise to reproduce letters
sent to the public press, showing a state of matters
that can but faintly be described as "'a conftict of
'?#nion and action. I My great difficulty in drawing
'IP the report was to avoid details, or ailude in the
mflst remote manner to estrangements and differences,
which, if made public, would have a most injurious
effect, not oniy upon our cause in British Columbia,
but upon religion at large.

As regards New Westminster, I adhere te every
Word I have printed in the report. My information is
based, flot simply upen the Assembly's statistics, but
the deliberate statements of office-bearers of St.
Andrew's Church, New Westminster.

In going te British Columbia my sole object was te'
obtain facts for the information of the Church in Can-
ada and the Church in Scotlaud : fot to prepare a
report that would please Mr. Jamnieson or any one
*0li.. Ifeel that in the main 1 have succeeded in ac-
Complishing a most difficuit task. The report (with
the recommendations of the Committee) was sent in
the middle bf October te ail the ministers and promin.
Ont office-bearers of the churches ini British Columbia,
as8 wefl as te Dr. Gray and the members of the Col-
Olial Committee in Scotland, and it is only on the
second day of February that Mr. Jamieson has found
ttie te point out "la few of its mistakes."

I greatly regret that Mr. Jamieson has seen fit te
Wite as he bas dene. There is ne ene more sensible
Of the work donc by him in former years in bebaîf
Of Our Church, when alone he laboured in a widely
Ocattered and destitute field, than I am. But this
'dOes net meet the question, which presses upon the
Home Mission Committee, that St. Andrew's Church,
Neur Westminster, with its -thirtY-eight members,
COfa us $1,200 per annum, making the stipend-wjth

teamount paid by the Church and the grant made
by the Penitentiary-$2,3oo and manse.

The. Rev. Daniel Gambie, of the San Francisco
SOninary, and recently missienary in Idaho, bas also,
it appears, after a seven montbs' residence in Victoria,

~tesPporary suppiy of Pandoma Street Church, given
hi$ opinion of the report. 0f his criticism I take ne
1i0tice, beyend expressing the. hope, that as ho in-
uft3e8 in years, ho urill write only of what he knows.

Ir' erder that your readers may have before theta
thO Portions of the report objected te, may I ask you
te Publish themn as a sequel te the communication.

WILLIAM COCHRANE.
.Brantford, MarckI;r7tk, 'r883.

NEW WESTMINSTER.
The Rev. Robert jamieson uras appointed toBritish

Coubia neariy twenty-one years ago, by the CaaaPres.
by'terian Church. British Columbia was then sud for many

present state of the congregation) we Iearn that the member-
ship is thirty-eight, and that there has been littie or no in-
crease for some years past ; that the Sabbath school is at-
tended by thirty children and six teachers, and that in ad-
dition Çghe $80o paid Mr. Jamieson, the congregation con-
tributes to the principal schemes of the Church. Mr.
Jamieson has for somne time been in an infirmn state of health,
which has prevented him doing the amount of work of
former years, and which indeed is necessary, in a field which
ought to be able to support a niinister, with far less assist-
ance than that now given by the Committee. ($î,200.) In
proportion to the membership the church stands well, but
there seemu no good reason why in such a place there should
not be a mnuch larger congregation gathered in. Mr.
J amieson feels that hie needa a change, for a longer or shorter
period as the Committee may decide, in the hope of recruit-
ing his energies. The whole matter was talked over with
Mr. Jamieson, and afterwards with the office-bearers of the
church, without, however, ony definite conclusion being
arrived at, as to what was best for the minister and ail par-
ties concerned. Mr. Jamieson and his office-bearers at first
entertained the proposai of a six montbs furlough, but since
my returu to Ontario, this has been given up. Under date
September 5th, Mr. Jamieson writes : 1I decline now to
make application for the proposed furloughfor six montha'
mentioned in the Committee's address to you. Instead, I
have respectfuliy and earnestly to request the Committee to
aliow me to exchange in the spriug with fany minister who
may be sent out, so that I may take the work in Nicola
Valley and surrounding districts for six months. Such a
change, and residence in that climate, with the almost con-
stant travel required to overtake the work, will, 1 trust,
enable me to discharge my duties more efficiently in this
place for some time longer. 1 have aiso to request the
Committee to make the grant as liberal as possible for this
year at ieast, to give me time to make some disposai of my
family."

The present condition of Preshyterianism in the Province
is not cheering. Much good has doubtless been done, but
the resuits do not appear at ail in proportion to the moneys
expended in past years by the Church of Scotiand and the
Presbyterian Church in Canada. Nor is there much room
to hope for any change until one atrong, united aud har-
monious workiug Presbytery i. erected, that wili take the
oversight of destitute and outlaying districts, and endeavour
to supply them with the meaus of grace. The existence of
two separate Presbyterian Churches in the Province, with
to distinct Presbyteries, ought neot for a moment to be en-
tertained. This wou.ld simply perpetuate on a larger scale
which has hitherto militated against progress in the past,
invoiving a needless expenditure of means, and continuîng a
conflict of opinion and action on the part of individual
ministers, beiongiug to the rival churches represented.

SABBATH SGHGOL I 1ERAOGHER.
INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LceUSON XIV,

April 8 PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIANV. Acts viii.
1883- 1 26-40.

GOLDEN TEXT.-"m' He went on his way rejoic-
ing."-Acts 8 : 39.

CENTRAL TRUTH.-« God guides sincere seek-
ors."

CONNECTION.-Others could now carry on the work in
Samaria- Note that the aposties (with perhaps the excep-
tion of Jerusalem) neyer remained with any permanence in
one place. It was good then, as it il now, to teach the
Church not to depend on outside human aid. The real
character of Simon was now exposed, and though he would
be an enemy he would not be any more a danger to the
Church. And God had a apecial work for Philip in Judea.

NOTES.-Gaza, strong: capital and stronghold of the
Philistines, in the south-west corner of Palestine, toward
Egt; a very oid city (Gen. io0: 19); taken by Judah(udges i -18); ita gates carried away by Samson; theplace of Samson's imprisoument and deah; taken by Solo-
mon (i Kiugs 4: 24) ; by Pharoah (j er. 47: 1, 5) ; deatroyed
96 B.C.; rebuîlt; destroyed by the Jews A.D. 65; again a
chief city of Syria in the reign of Titus; now caiied Ghuzzeh,
and has about 15,000 inhabitants. Ethiopia, burnedfaces:
that is, biacks, a country of Africa, south of Egypt, and
probably inciuded the present countries of Nubia, Âbyssinia,
etc., as its extent was great in ancient times; the Hebrewa
called it Cush. Gandace, a generai name for the queens
of Ethiopia, as Pharaoh was for the Içings of Egypt. Azo-
tus, Greek word for Ashdod (castie), one of the five cities
of the Philistines (Josh. 13 : 3), about three miles from the
Mediterranean, south of Joppa, aud about haif-way from it
to Gaza. It was noted for the worship of Dagon (i Sam.
5: 1, 2); was destroyed by Uzxiah (2 Chron. 26: 6), and
again by Tartan (sa. 20: 1); Jews found wives there (Neh.
13: 22) ; was taken by king of Ezypt (J.er. 25 : 20); destroyed
by the Maccabees (1 Macc. 5: 68); visited by Philip; is now
spoor village. Cesarea, a noted town on the rosd from

Egypt to Tyre, and south of Mount Carmel. It is forty-

abroad. This man (whetber a Jew we know not, tradition
gives his name as Judicb,) was a worshipper of the true
God, had just accomplished what was perhaps a life.long
desire of his heart, to worship at Jerussicm.

Ver. 28.-Sltting . . . . read Esaias: he had
probabiy bought a parchment or papyrus copy of Isaiah, and
was eageriy scanuing his new treasure. Test, if you have
neyer tried it, the good effects of reading and prsying aloud
when alone. A few days ago I read Hebrews in a clear,
distinct voice, and neyer before got se much good out of it 1

Ver. 29,-Go near: Aow the Spirit told Pbilip we
kuow not; not so probably by a voice to bis outward ear.
Note, if we are careful to obey the Spirit every time we do
know His wilI, we will more sud more become skilfui in
recognizing His voice in what people cal " impressions. "

Ver. 3.--Heard him read : some Christians, sur-
prised reading the Bible, wouid hastily close it, as if tbey
had been doing wrong I This man did not. Under-
standest thou? with our western notions it scarce
seems polite thus to spesk to a stranger. But it depends
greatly, very greatly, on the toue aud the mauner.

Ver. 31.-ExcePt some man should guide me:
the man was humble and teachable. The Spirit had been
leadinç his thougkts, justLas surely as He had been ieadinR
Phiiip s step. Both were equally wiiliug. Gor&e up and
sit wlth hlm : here is much selfishues i. rvlig
I neyer «'picked up " anybody on the road but the pleasant
conversation repaid me. This man, in his reading, wanted
some one to " give the seuse " (Neh. 8 : 8).

IL. THE WORD ExPOUNDD.-Ver. 32.-The place
of the Soripture : he poiuted out in the roll, or again
read, the passage which se deeply interested him. As a
sheep to the slaughter: turu to Isa. 53: 7, and note
the variation of word.r. This man was readiug the Greek
version ("Septuagint"). Two thoughts in this passage:
(i) Christ's non-resistance, but (2) principally his beiug (like
a lamb brought to the Temple) a sacrifie for sin.

Ver. 33.-His j udgment was taken away : justice
was denied Him. Who shall declare His genera-
tion ? either "1Who shalh declare His descent and origin? "
-it is divine, and from everlastig-or, 'lWho shall deciare
His posterity ; for He is cut off in Hia youth? " The latter
question is answered two verses farther on in the originalprop hecy, Isa. 53 : 10- Pr.obably both ideas are intended
in the word "generation."

Ver. 34.-Of whom speaketh the Prophet this?
the Jews now say it means the people of Israei. But this
is absurd. How c'ould a people bear others inquities? Mauy
said then that hL meant Isaiah himseif or Jeremiah; but God
saya 'lMan cannot redeem mani1" Ps. 49: 7.

Ver. 35.-Began at the same Scrlpture: It is
wise, and most effective, te use present tboughts or circum-
stances to enforce truth. Here Jesus wus expresaly meant,
and se He was urged upon the enquirer.

III. THE JOY OF BELIEVING.-Ver. 36.-A certain
water: a fountain, or leus likely, a runuiug stream. 'Not
much water on this route. What doth hinder me ?
having been inatructed up to this point, be was now willing
aud auxious to take upon himscîf the full profession of Chris-
tiauity.

Ver. 3 7 -This verse is omitted in the Revi.rion, and in al
the best critical versions. It seems an early commeutary in.
troduced into the later copies. The principle is, however,
true, that the eunuch had no right to expect baptism till he
expresaed his trust in Jesus as his Saviaur.

Ver. 3 8.-Comnmanded the char'ot to stand stili:
he had a " driver " aud most iikely other servants mounted
foilowiug. Went down both into (or unto) the
water and baptized him: in the modern Greek
Church they kneel in the water sud,1 leaniug forward, dip
themacîves (or at lesat their heada) three timea in the water.
We either sprinkle or[immerse, as circumstances arise.

Ver. 39.-Spirit .. - -. caught away Philp: he
was, by (*od's power, hurried away-he would not be able
to explain how tili he found himaelf at Azotus. the ancient
Ashdod. He went . . - reo ocing: the man was
giad (sud who is not?) when he found Qne to answer for his
oins 1 No doubt this waa the introduction of the Gospel to
Ethiopia, where it is found (but very corrupt) in Abyssinia at
thia day.

Ver. 4.-Ail the Cities: from Azotus, where Philip
found himself, he proceeded northward, preachiug in
four or five cities, Ekrou, Joppa, etc., tili he got to
Cesares. That was afterward bis home (Acta 21: 8), and
likely bis fsmily were there at this time. What good news
he would have to tell, of how the Lord had biessed bis
laboura.1

PRACTICAL TEACH[NGS.
i. Louely journeys are good times for tlwuglit, sud thougk4t

is the Spirit's iniet 1I
2. We can do m uch good speakiug to atrangers; sud (as

in auythiug cisc) we obtain perfection by practice.
3. Jeaus was the Lamb of God, the sacrifice for the worid's

sin. Have yen, before God, pkeaded Hia sacrifice?
4. Neyer be afraid of asking heip to understaud thinga.

"Whoso sceketh flndeth ! "
5. God will blesa the statemeuts of Hi. own Word to our

'av tion, if.w thus1aek to-be leat
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