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by une Presbytery, non-recognition by anotlier, or
sucli antagonisms as will place the unordained in a
false position before the Churci. Sonýe of us would
Open our pulpits to suci rnen; otlier5 could flot do 50

Wiitiout violence to conscience ; no minister, by a mere
llat o/t/he Assemb2li, s/touId be t/trust uoron thte C/turc/t
W/tere thte screjturality of kis status is a matter of
doubtful disputation. Why, witi sucli a large min-
ority vote (67 tO 84), the question was left in its pre-
Sent forrn, it is perliaps difficult to divine. One reason
appears to crop out in the words of the Assernbly's
resolution, Ilfollowing its course in the past." Wlat
ducs this mean ? Apparently, tiat to re-ordain now
Wvould place the Assembly in a false position in refer-
efice to Past action. To vote re-ordain now would
have been a practical condemnation boti of past pro-
cedure and of the scripturality of the status of priests
already ernployed. The very discussion of thc ques-
tion in thc liglit of past action, and specially the large
rhinority vote, must of necessity leave a bad irnpression
uPOn the received and future applîcants. If the
Objects of the clause, Ilfollowing its course in the
past,»I suggest the past merely because it was proce-
dure in the past, surely it betrays great siort-sighted-
fless to try to evade a difficulty by decreeing its
PerPetuation.

The Assembly's action quietly shelves the question
by iesolving to "deal witli each case on its nierits,y"
and in cases of ernergency, offering to lielp Presby-
teries thus :.first making a difficulty and tien offering
a doubtful remedy. Rornisli ordination can neyer be
a question of "lmenit or dernerit." It is a question of
Scriptural principle, affecting the entire character of
a Christian rninistry. one Romisi ordination cannot
have "imerits I and another ildenierits.»1 In ail cases
thecocnferring power is one and the sarne, and so is
tie prescribcd forrn. 0f course, ciaracter and other
qualifications are presuppos'ed, but tliey fnrm no part
Of tie officiai act, which is merely a form of designa-
tion to a certain work. Tic Professor's resolution
can have no meaning, and no bearing on Il meýits Il or
" demerits I of Rorisi ordination, exccpt in answer
to tie simple question, was tic applicant canonica/ty
Ordained ? Surely it is going too far to make tic
'fiCre canonical ordination of a priest a reason for lis
reception, witiout reference to its nature and designs.

The fact tiat a man, is a pricst of Rorne dues not
settle the question'of the scripturality of is Status, or
qualification to become a Protestant pastor. The
Point rnust be settled upon otier and higlier princi-
pIes. Granted the regularity of the ordaining act by
tie bishop, tic difficulty stili remains ; and 1 arn at a
l055 to compreliend how tic Assernbly's act can b.
dcetned a settlement, except by those who, before Cod,
sec no difference, either in nature or objeCtS, between
Rornisi and Protestant ordination. The question

froa scriptural and Presbyterian standpoint, cm-
bcing tic entire relation of a Romisi priest to tic

Principles of tic New Testament Church, is left un-
toucîed by tic Act of assernbly. His intellectual
anid moral cliaracter cornes to tic front, whule lis
riglit to Status is quictly ignored, or covered up under
rainlor points.

.Tie Principal's resolution is supposed to'settie tic
mnatter in tic meantime, but how ? Not by decisive
statements cumrnending to tic thoughtful mind the
cu-equal validity of Romisli and Protestant orders-
the conclusion to whicli, witliout une siadow of reason,
lie lias led tic A-Ssebly-but by mixing up rc.ordina.5
tion witli other points, on whici any common-sense
Presbytey is as competent to decide as thc'Assembly.
HOw arc îis Ilotier difficulties I to be settled wiile
tie great difficulty is quietly smothered up by a mere
act Of Assernbly, or assumed to be nu difficulty?
This is flot a ministerial, but a people's matter, affect-
ing their convictions and comfurt in tic dispensation
of Word and ordinances. No act of Assembly will
quiet conscientious ascruplcs without sucli dlear and

ehastie reson asChristians have a rigit to de-
Ihand. Not uner_ aon.iasbee% gi-n- o or_ pupl

time. Other "difficulties I may not "lererge,» but
tuis questio vezata is sure to "lemerge " and trouble
tic Churcli until sttled-not by a vote, liowcvcr large,
but by a coniprehensive, scriptural view of tic wliolc
subject. I rnay trouble you again cre long.

NOVA SCoTIA.

MISSIONAR Y NE WS.-FORMOSA.

My DEAR MRtS. HARVIE,-Your most weicome let-
ter of April 5th readliedme on May 28tli, and again
on tlie 6tli of june I was very plcasantly surpriscd
tu receive yours of April i 5ti, enclosing tic message
of love and Christian grecting from tic ladies of tic
Wuman's Foreign Mission Society. Wiat a pleasant
happy tiauglit it was, and I tliank you most heartily
for it. It did indeed seem to bind our liearts mure
closely togetier in Christian love and sympatiy, and
made me feed more than ever before that wc, tliough
su far apart, were seeking to furtier tic same great
cause, and to advance thé glory of our God and Fa-
tier by making known tic love of Jesus to our pour
leatien sisters. 1 felt, too, tiat tic wumen of For-
musa and India wcre not tic only persons wlio would
receive a blessing from your efforts tu send to tlcrn
tic Gospel, but that you yoursclves were bcing ricily
rewarded by being drawn more closely tu Him who
liati bestowed on us greater blessings tian tic wo-
men of icathen lands. Tirce wecks ago I reccivcd
tic report of your annual meeting, and have read it
with interest. It is very encouraging to note tic pro-
gress made from year to ycar. You have indecd dune
well this year, and, as your Secretary remarks in lier.
report, if witli your present organization you liave donc
su well, wliat niay you flot b. able to do wicn yu
have enlisted tic sympathies and ielp of aIl tic
ladies in our Canadian Churci? Will not ail my
Canadian sisters make every effort to send more mes-
sengers of meÎcy to those who are sitting in the dark*
ness of lieatienism, and yet arc longing for tlie ligit ?
"lPray ye tic Lord of ticeliarvcst to send forth mure,
labourers intu His harvest.» I was very sorry to icar
that Mrs. McLaren was obliged to resign the position
of president of your Suciety on account of ill-iealti, but
I trust tiat sic may soun enjoy better licalti. You
said tiat you would enclose for me a copy of your
scieme of prayer, but 1 think yuu must have forgotten
to do su. I siail be very glad to get it wlien you
write again. I sometimes tiink we ktiow not to wiat
extent we are indebted to tic prayers tiat arc offered
up for us at home. I very often remember you at tic
time of your monthly meeting and hour for prayer on
Sabbatli aftcrnoon.1

You say that rny last letter aroused considerable
intcrcst in tic direction of a girls' scliool for For-
musa. I arn exceedingly glad and thankful to icar
this, because, as I said before, I long for tic time
wlicn we siail be able to do sornetiing more specially
for tic women or girls in our mission than lias yct
been dune. We think tiat if we had a sclioul, we
could in this way accomplisi ticernost for thern. It
is airnost impossible to get liold of tic women tu,
teacli tici anytiing, and Bible-wornen in tic present
state uf our mission arc very unsatisfactory. I tiink
Dr. McKay is of the sarne upinion. I feel very dis-
tresscd wien I lookc at tiese pour little girls, and wish
that I could do something tu shicld tiem from tic
sin and ignorance by wiicli tley arc surrounded;
tiere is su little brigitness in tic life of a Chinese
girl. A little girl of ciglit or ten ycars is more like a
woman made old tuo soon by tic cares of life tian a
little girl. Oh, liow mucli littie girls at home have to
lie tliankful for ! I often think that if they could mure
fully realize tic difference between tiern -and their
little sisters in heathen lands tiat ticre wuuld be
more Missiun'Bands formed, and tiat rnany more
would be willing to give up surne little pleasure for
their sakes. Just a few weeks agu, a woman called a
middlcwornan [a middlewoman is une wio makes a
bargyain or agreement for other persuns] brouglit a

went andlook the poor littie infant. You wili thiflk
it was very kind of the woman-and 50 it was-
but when you know why she took it, it loses much
of the kindness. She took it because she could get
it cheap, or perhaps would flot pay anything for it,
and then, when it is older, she can seil it for enough,
to repay her for her trouble. Buying and selling chl-
dren in China is à very common practice. When a
man lias a son lie must buy a wife for hirn, and of
course tlie younger liý buys lier, tlie less lie will hie
to pay fer lier, and tlie more work will lie get out of
lier. Just yesterday a company of Chinese women
cape to make me a visit. One of thern brouglit with
lier a little baby eiglit months old-very small for that
age, but a briglit, nice littie tliing. I knew that it was
not lier own, and asked wliere slie got it. She said that
slie bouglit it for four dollars frorn another wonman,
who did not want it. The mother of the littie one had
bouglit another littie girl baby, to be tlie wife of lier
son, and thouglit she couid flot take care of both. I
cannot understand liow a heathen motlier can give up
lier own child so easily. I- used to feel so sorry for
these poor mothers ; but the more I know of them, the
less sorry I feel for tlier, because tliey do flot seem
to feel it tliemselves, but look upon it as the proper
thing, to do. There seems to be so little affection, as
we regard it, between parent and child. About the
ist of April I gave up teaching the Bible-woman ;
since that tirne she lias been engaged in work between
two of our stations, Toa-kong-pong and Lun-a-teng,
spending every alternate week in ecd place. In ecd
she lias one wornan who is learning to read. She also
visits tlie farnilies and reads tlie Scriptures to them,
wliere they are wiiling to have lier ; but rnost of the,
wornen make excuses, and say that tbey have no time
to learn to read, nor even listen to lier. I hope to
have Chin-su, the Bible-wornan, corne and study with
me again this winter. I would like to get lier so far
advanced that she would be able to assist in teaching
by-and-býy, if we are able to establish a schooV, I arn
hiappy to be able to tell you that one or two others are
ready to corne and learn to read, just as soon as 1 arn
able to take them. Just now I arn teaching our
house boy to read ; I give him an hour every day. I
find that is about ail that I arn able for tis lhot weather.
I neyer felt the heat su mucli as I have this sum-
mer, but it wili soon b. o'irer no*; in anotier month
or six weeks it will be cool and pleasant again. We
expected to go up to Palrn Island for a change,
but Mr. junor lias flot been able to get away from liere.
Aithougli it lias been so very warm, there lias
been very little fever. I liad two attacks in May,
but none since, and Mr. junor lias been remarkably
well ail surnrer; just now he is laid up with bousF
Every person, foreigners as well as Chinese, lias
been affiicted with bouls this summer. I had rny
first experience of them-tliey are rnost painfui, disa-
greeable things. I hope I shall flot have another
trial of thern. They seern to have been the prevail-
ing discase this summer. I think you will have heard
of tlie birth of our littie son. He was born on the 6th
of May. We tiink hirn very mucli like our little
Frank was, but larger and stronger than lie was at
his age. He lias flot liad an liour's sickness since he
was born, and is sucli a good little fellow. We are of
course very proud of him, and lie is indeed a joy and
comfort to us. Even now lie is cornpany for me when
Mr. junor is away from liorne, At present there is
only une other foreign lady in Northern Forrnosa, and
she is forty miles from liere. It is, of course, very sel-
dom that we sec cadi utier. Since baby carne, I
have liad a great many Chinese visitors to sce hirn.
They think hima a wonderful boy-so white and large
cornpared witl tlieir babies. Chinese babies do flot
grow mucli during tic first four or five montis, but
they would be mucli whitcr than they are if properly
washed. Three or four weeks ago I received my
first letter frorn Mrs. KcKay. It was very short, but
I suppose sic will have enougi to'talk about for a


