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2- The trutb that God assuredly answers prayer is
nOt inconsistent with the doctrine of His decrees.

IV.-CREATION AND PROVIDENCE.
In the beginning, the heavens, the carth, and ail

creatures had, as yet, no existence, but God by His
great Power created them, ail perfectly good, and con-
tinues to sustain and govern tbemn and ail their actions;
rhOlhing is îeft witbout His control.

V.-THE FALL.
'Adami the ancestor of ail mankind, when creatcd
SPerfect>y good and boly. With bim God made a

Covenant~, on condition of perfect obedience, and this
Co1eflant included bis descendants.

~.Z Adani, disobeying God, by bis first transgression
'flOlved ail his descendants in sin and misery, and
bence ail are born with a corrupt nature and incapable
Of saving9 theinselves.

VI.-THE WAY 0F SALVATION.

t L The Son of God, who was in the beginning with
tbe Father, did, whcn the fulness of the time was
cOe descend into th'e world, being conceived by the
POwer of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin
Mary, and born of ber, with the bunian nature, but
!Iee froni the consequences of Adamn's sin. Although
11 body and soul truly manq yet from. first to last He
ie*ver had the least taint of sinl.

2. le for ever continues to have both Mis divine
and Iiis hûmnan nature. These two natures, althougb
qulite distinct, are thus for ever unitcd in the one per-
SOL4 Of Christ, who .perfectly obeycd the law of God,
fulfiîeel ail rigbtcousness, was dcspised and rejected
Of Iiirn suffercd even unto death, and thus provided

peplgyrfect rightcousness, once (and only
Once) Offering limself a kêacrifice to niake for ever
'ConPIe atonemenit for sin.

3' The Lord Jesus, having died, rose again, and
asfeding into beaven, continues to be the Mediator

'0' H15 People, tbrough whom, our praises and prayers
Obt410 accepta ce with God. Further, ail power in
hleae 1 and oneVrth is Mis, and He is Head over al
tllings for the Church.

4. Sinners are accoua ted righteous and become thc
Cbidren of Gad only by trusting in Christ, and thus
recCeiving Mis rightcousncss te be theirs, not at al
froi any nit of their own.

5, Men are born again, repent and believe on Christ,
On1 y bY the regenerating grace of tbe Holy Spirit.

6, The Holy Spirit, dweiling continuaily in tbe
bearts of tbe saints, enables tbemn to bave abiding
feUoWvshiP with Christ and thus grow in hoiiness, and
1rejoice in the law of God as the rule of their life. Yet
rio 1.1 is able pcrfectly to keep God's command-

tntpStili less to do anything beyond what God
recu"is and thus acquire supcrerogatory nint

VII.-THE CHURCH.
In the Scriptures, the term " Church » sometimes

ibCDote5 ail the saved, but gcnerally the visible Church
35 thsworld, consisting of those wbo avow their sub-

CaIlto the truth of God, together with their littie
Clildre..
12. It is the duty of ail who profess tbemscives disci-

leOfJesus to unite themselves to the Church, to
hav féliowýship one with anotbcr, to unite in hearing

teWord and worsbipping God, sbewing themnselves
Ulenhers of one body ; %,nd in *particular it is

InIbent on them, to observe thc Lord's day and
T1e*t for its public services.

3I sthe duty of the Church to choose men tohOdfce for the administration of the ordinances ofchrist, 3 appointment, and for the oversight, govern-
Uetandj instiuction of the Church. There are di-

vàst-sof c ifice, but none higher than that of pastor.
4, The offices and goî'crnment of the Church are

dist 51ct fromn those of civil governmeint, and there
U511t be no confusion of the two, but it is thc duty of
aibCurcb members to be subject tu the civil power.
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bread and the cup, but those that wortbily partake of
this ordinance have, by faith, such fellowship with
Christ, that spixitually, they as it were are partakers
of His body and blood.

VIII.-THE LAST THINGS.
i. The sougnman neyer dies. When the bodies

die the souls of helievers being made perfect in holi-
ness are immediately present with thc Lord. The
souls of the wicked perisb, for in the other world there
are only heaven and bell and no such place as purga-
tory.

2. There ought to be no prayer for the dead or to
the dcad.

3. At the last day the dead shall ail risc, and those
stili alive shall be cbanged, and put on immortality.
Then the Lord Jesus Christ shall judge ail men of al
nations and aIl gencrations, condemning the wicked
to everlasting punishuient, and bestowing on the
righteous the blessedness of everlasting life.

Prs appears that a considerable number of congre-
gations and mission stations have not yct sent in to
the treasurer the collection taken up for the French
Evangelization Fund. It is very desirable that this
matter should be attended to at once, as the funds
are low.

WEt are given to understand that the amioUTit left
by the late Mr. joseph Mackay, of Montreal, to the
French Evangelization Society was flot, as stated hast
week, $3o,ooo, but only $3 000. We are also informed
that none of the public hequests made by Mr. Mackay
will be forthcoming for some considerable time to corne.
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IN4TERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XXXV.
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EJCx. .THE COMMANDMENTS.

GOLDEN TEX-.-"Jesua aaid unto him, Thou
shaît love thse Lord thy God wîîh ail thy heart, and
with ail thy soul, and wiîh ail thy mind. Tis islathse
firs1 and great com mand ment. "-Matî. xxii. 37, 38.

HOME 1tEADINGS.

M. Ex. xvii. i - 6...Tise Israelites at Rephidirn.
T. Ex. xviii. 1-27 -.. . .Jetbro's Visit.
W. *Ex. xix. 1-25...At Sinai.
Th. Ex. xx. i-.1...Duties to God.
F. Deut. v. 1-15...Tise Laws of the Final Table.
S. Gen. i. 1-31 ; ii- 1-3 .. Labour and Rest.
Sais. lleb. xii. 18-29."..I Unto Mount Sion."

H1ELPS To STUDY.

Stistained hy a negular supply of manna, but sîjîl subject
to occasional relapses into discontent, tise hrraelites passed
on ibrougi tise Wilderness of Sin, were miraculously
supplied witis water fron tise rock at Repisidim, and, under
tise leadership of Josisua, defeated tise Amaiekites wiso
attacked them there.

In tise Ihird monts after tiseir depanture from Egypt lisey
reacised Mount 5mnai, wisere, amidat tise most awe.inspining
manifestions of tise Divine majesty and power, tisey received
tise Ten Commandments-a compreisenîive summary of
lisat Moral Law wisicis always bas been, and ever shahl con-
tinue 10 be, tise universal rule of igist.

This moral lav is not at ail a peculiarly Jewish institution.
It bas flot been abrogated under tise Christian dispensation,
and as a rule of life is obligatony upon every individual of
Adarn's race. In Eden it formed tise substance of tise
covenant ofi works, but il bas ils place in tise covenant of
grace as well. The words of our Golden Text were quoted
by tbe Savioun frottie Old Testament (Deut. vi. 5) as tise
sum of tise first table-tise four commandments wisicb iorm
tise subject ni our present lesson-and in repeating tise
words and tise contexi immediately following tisemIle ne.
affirmed tise moral law instead of abrogating il.

The believer can take lise Ten Commandments as ten
promises and appropriate tn iimself ail tise consolation
afforded by tise lad tisat alîbougis he is flot now able to
keep îbemn perfecîly, ise sisaîl in lise future be enabled 10
do so. To bina "îisou sisaîtflot " is flot tise lasis of 5mnai,
but tise confirmation of bis bnigistest isopes.

In presentini tise following division of tise leason our aina
is to auliere to tiese imple, common-sene view of tise duties
required and the sinq iorhidden in tise first four command.
ments : (i) T/te /uiec t of JVor.çhip -Atheism Forbidilen,
(2) T/te Modle of Wors/ip-Idolatry Forbidden, (3~) T/te
Abuse of Wors/ip-Profanity Forubidd.n, (.4) Thte Time o/
Worship-.-.Çabbat/t Desecratwon Forbidden.

I. Tira OBJECT 0F WORSIip-ATHEISM FoaRBunaN.
-Observe that in ah tihse commafidmenîs tise address is
in tise singu'an numben. God deals with His people as
individuals; tisougis calamilies are otentimes national, tiseir
intiction ia aitishe same lime distributive and permoaaL

Tisis commandaient forbidî (i) tise utter absence of
wnrsiip. It is only tise I"bol " wbo aya ever in bis hi-art
"6No God, no God." (2) Tise worsip of faise gods. (3).Tfiçe
worsbip of self, i.e. supreme selfisisness. (4) Thse woswo-,

spreme love of wealîb, pleasure, honour, or anythià.i Ime.
God will bu final or nowhscrc ln car hearts,
gNote : X. Everybody must bave smre Goe.W. al
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have what Carlyle caîls bero.worship; we must look up to
some c.ne greater and better than We. 2. The test as to
wbo or what is our God is the supreme affection and choice
of our souis. Tbis is the Ithuriel's spear of our moral
natures. Whatever we love most, and choose as first, is
our God. It may be c.urselves, or money, or pleasure, or
honour, or it may be our heavenly Fat her.-Peloubdt.

Il. THE MODE 0F WORSHIP-I>OLATRY FORBIDDEN.
-This forbids the worship of an image of anytising in al
thse universe as representative of God. It forbids not only
thse worship of false gods, but thse wrong worship of thse true
God. Let this commandment be read in the light of
John iV. 24.

In the tabernacle and temple there was no likenesa of
God, and il is told of Pompey that when lie entered thse
shrine at Jerusalem hie was amazed at beholding no simili-
tude of its diety; ail was vacant, God seemed led, altbougis
this, in reality, was; the sublimest token of His presence ;
had tisere been tn other truth taught from the Mount and
in the system of 5mnai than thse unity and the spirituality of
God, it isad been more tisan worth ail thse expenditure of
terron and glory wbicis accompanied it.-Giý«1an.

Il must be observed tisat the jealousy of God, here re-
ferred 10, does not, like human jealousy, have its root in
selflshness and pride, but ratber in God's jusl and necessary
regard (or Ilis own glory as God. Murphy says I'The
passions of a moral beîng have their nigisî as well as tkeir
wrong use. Hence anger, jeaiousy and revenge are
ascribed to God not as passions, but as feelings of a holy
being in regard to tl4at which is evil."-Deut. xxxii. 219
22, 35.

It is a ruhe of nature, as well as of Scripture, tsatIl"tise
iniquities of the fathers are visited upon the children."
But it is a blessed thougist tisat grace also is hereditary.
Vea, tise far-ireaching quality of mercy is even greater than
that of sn; for white thse latter is visited on tise tisird and
fourth generalion of the ungodly, the former (verse 6) is
4 6siewn unto thousanda," raîher, unto the Ikousandtk
generation, of bhem that love Mina.

III. Tua ABUSE 0F WoRSHIP-PROFANITY FOR-
BIDDIN.-This forbids: (r). Being false to judicial oatiss;
prontising in tise name of God, and flot fulfilling the
piomise. It does flot forbid a judicial oaîb, whicis is of a
very different nature from profane swearing, or taking God's
namne in vain ; tisough even of sucis oaths Coleridge ays,
"Tise more swearing, thse more lying." (2) It forbids al
careless, trifling use of God's naine. Men excuse themselvea
for swearing, by saying tisat tisey did not mean anyting ;
but that is tise very sin forbidden isere. (3) It forbids al
irreverent use of tise Bible, hymns, sacred tiings ; ail joking
and punning upon tisem, or connecîing funny atodes
with tbem. (4) Il forbidsalal irreverence, tisoughtless
haughing and talking in the bouse of God. (5) It
forbids aIl eînpty forms of religion, without its spirit.
(6) Il iorbids aIl tbat large clasa of by-words whicis may b.
called 'ubstiturionany oaîiss. They are tise devil's drill-
ground for pnoianity, and recruiting.office for tise army of
profa ne sweaners. -Peloubet.

Proianity is tise easiest, silliest, cheapest of sins. IlIt is
the tribut. whicis the servants of Satan pay to their mnaster
in token of lisein allegiance, as tise tenants of a Scotch
landisolder pay iim a peppercorn annually in token of aub-
mission." No gentheman swears, no isonest mata swears,
no prudent man sweans. It is the most thoughtlesm of ina;
and for that very reason God bas marked it witis a special
warning, He wdil not hold thte .wearer guilldes:. What the
peculiar punishment for tbis offence will bc He doca flot say,
but il will bc aie for young men 10 avoid it.

IV. THuE limE 0F WORSHIP-SABBATH DESECRATION
FoRtBIDDEN. -Thse word IIRemember " shews Ihat men
had a previous acquaintance with the Sabbats. It is no
new institution. It is old as creation and founded in tise
constitution of man. Up 10 tthe time of tise resurrection of
Jesus the sent/t day in order frott the beginning of crea-
tion was celebnated as a rest day, and tise legal auîisority
for ils observance is found in verse 7- Afterwards thte
fii-st day of thse week on eighth in order fron tise beginning
of crealion, was thus observed, taking its autisority frona the
fact tisaI on tisat day Jesus arose from thse dead, thus igni-
fying that tbe new creation was complele, and entered into
rest. Tise change of the Sabbaîh from the eventis to the
first day of tise week had been pnedicted in Etekiel xliii. 27;
and may be found neferred to in Matt. xxviii. i ; Acta xx. 7;
I Con. xvi. 2; Rev. i. io, etc. It muat be observed tisat
we really keep a sevent/t day as tise Jewa did; tisaI is, we
set apart a seventh part of tise week for reat.

Observe tisaI, in this commandment, the obligation to
wonk six days (verse 9) is made just as binding as to rest on
the seventis. The Bible everywisere sets forth tise dignity
of labour. An indolent man can have no real enjoymenî of
the Sabbath, the rest of God.

Thse Sabisati shsould be a day of holy reat, tise most
profitable as well as the mosî enjoyable of days. Labour
must entirehy cesse. Only works of piety, ngcessity, and
mercy are allowed. It is a time fonrlise withdrawal of the
soul from perpleiting canes and burdens into communion
with God. Il is a day when He manifesta Himislf pecu-
liarly in tise sanctuary, ini the closet, and in tise paes of
H-is Word.

Afier lise captivity tise Phanisees multiplied the res-aints
of thse Sai.bath day to a most burdensome extent. Il was
forbidden to pluck an car of corn and rub out tise gr.iini to


