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"iAs you pieass, sir. 'lunthat case I'il go off
at once snd look about me for a room."l

diStay, Mn Wincher.." crled Luci us, as the old
man shuffled off towards the door; 1- 1 should
be sorry for you ta leave this bouse penniless.
Here are a couple of sovereigna, which wili
enable you 10 lve for a week or 80 white you
look for s uew service."9

"dA uow service, ir 1"I ecboed Mr. Wlncbor
bitterly. "iDo you tblnk that at my age situa.
tions are plontiful ? No, ir, tbank you ; 1
couldu't take money from you, not If il, was to
save me from stanvalion. I shahl seek Do new
service. Mn. Slvewrlgbt waa neyer s very
lîberal paymsster, sud aluce we came ta ibis
bouse be bas given us no wagea except a smal
sliowance for oun food. But our wauts are few,
and we contrlved t0 save the beat part of our
wages white we wbere In Bond-street. No, air,
1 amn not afraid to0 face the worid, bard as it is
10 the oid. I.saat get a few odd jobi ta do
among the poon folks, 1 daresay, even wllbout a
character, sud 1 shahi be able 10 rub aîong
aomnehow."1

Thus refualug Luclus'a pnoffered aid, Mr.
Wincher put on bihi@ at sud went out. Lucius
went int the mrom wblch coutslned the chieof
part ot Mr. Slvewnrlgbl's collection, and wailed
thero with the door open utilhl Mr. Wincben's
good lady should make ber appearanco, ready
for departure.

lie lookod round at the cbaotlc mass of pro
perty wouderluigly. How much bad been
plundored ? The sbabby old glass cases of china
seemed fuli enougb, yet wbo could tel how lbey
bad been thlnuod by the dexterous baud of ono
who kuew the exact value of eacb soparate
objoct ? lb aeemed bard that the fruit of Homrne
Slvewrlgbt's toit sbould bave beon thus lessen-
ed ; l aeemod sîrngo that le who was a pro-
fesse.t cynie, should bave so eutlrely trusted
bis oid servant, oniy 10 be victimlsed by hlm aI
hast.

Mns. Wlucher mado ber appoarauce, aftor an
lutonval of about haîf an houn, laden wllh tbree
bundles of varlous abapes aud sizes but ail of
the limpeat description, two bankbbýxes, au
ancien t sud dilapidatod umbrelis, asamail col-
lection of hardware iu abhampen wilhoul a hId, a
faded Paisley slîawl acroas ber arm, a botie-
green cloth cioak of antediluvian ahîtpe sud
stylo, and suudry amail oddmeuts lu the way
of patteus, a brown-crockery tes-pot, a pasie.
board, sud a popporbox.

iThey'ne our fevr 11111e comfort8, ir," ahe
aald apologetlcally, as divers of these minor

objects slld from ber grasp and rolled upon the
atone floon of the hall. I suppose If wo was
sent ta Newgate as pîsoners wo sbouldu'tbeb
allowed to bave 'em; but as tbero's no crime
bnought against us YeV'-with proft.undest Irony

_I've iook the liberty to bring 'em. Perbaps
you'd lîke 10 look lbrough My bundies, Dr.
Davory, t0 make sure as tbere's Doue of 111e
brlckiebnsck bidden amlnontl m.y ood goutle.
man's wandrobe."1

ciNo, tbauk you, Mrs. Wncher. I won't
trouble you ta open your bundies,"1 answered
Lucius, wboae keen eye bad tsken note or tue
manuen of gc.oda coutalued lu Ibose flabby on-
velopes.

Thus abaoved from the necosalty of exhlblllng
t.beao tresunea, Mrs. Wîucben butlit tiiem up lu
s neat pynamtid by th. aide of the baîl-door,
wtlî iniute pains, as If tbe monument were
Intended ta b. permanent, sud thon sated ber.
self meekhy 0en the lowoaî stop of the stalncase.

-6 1 suppose as thene'a Do objections to my
ros3tlng my pore feet a bit, Dr. Davory,"l she sald
pliltively, à'lbough me sud my good 'gen-
tleman la dlsmlssed."I

41You are quite aI liberty to neat youraelf,
Mrs;, Wlncher,"1 replIed Lucius. "9But 1 do't
mean 10 take nly eye off you 1111 you're out of
ibis bouse," i>e added mentally.

He paced theeliall sud the room adjoiing 1111
the bpll ai the outer gale anuounâced Mr. Win-
chen's returu. Mn". Wlncher weut to ad a-l1 kber
lord sud master, wbo presently appearou itb
a amail truck or band-bannow, lu wblch, alded
by bis wife, ho depolted the pyramid of gooda
sud chattels, whiciî proces nvolved a good
deal more careful flttiug-lu of culouly..aped
objecta inta odd cornera. Everytbing, however,
bnviaig beu» flnally adtjusted ta, the satisfaction
of boib parties, Mr. Wlucber reentered the
bouse for the lasi time, white Mrs. Wlucben
walted ou the stops, and dellvened the keys to
Lucius. Every key was neatly labelled with a
slip of parchment, whereon was inscnlbed lts
numbor n l omer Slvewrlgbî's crabbed peu.
manship.

i"Those are ail the keys, sir, Juat as my
master gave tbem to me wben we firai camne
bore," aald Mr. Wlucher. ci vo got a bit of a
hodgiug. Perbapa you'd ho klud euougb to take
down the address, as 1 ahould ho glad to learn
if <-ver yon ind ont 1the neal party ibai book the
siver ont of the cheat, and llkewîse tampened
wil.h the medîcine."9

of ber. Ho bold Mrq. Mildenson !her duties-
bow she was t0 attend ta Mr. Silvowrlg-ht as well
as 10 bis graud-daughter, sud tbld ber farther.
more how ho bad jusi dlsmissed the oid son.
vanta.

I am golng lu searcli of some one to take
thein place," ho said, havlng made up bis mmnd
opou that bead some lime ago.

Hie went round the hower part o! the bouse,
tried ail the koys, saw that ail the doors were
socued-tbose oponing on the gardoen bolted
sud banned as flrmly as if they bad belonged
ta a besieged citadol. Ho looked tbnough ail the
labels, but found no key 10 the siaincase doo"
up.atalrs ; a clncumstance thal auuoyod hlm, as
he bad a panlicular desine tb examine those
nooma ou the top stary. Then, baving made ail
safe, ho woni ont, lo,,klug the hail-doon sud tho
mron gale aften hlm, sud pnocoodod straightway
bo Mn. Otranto's office.

Hene ho bold tuat, functiouany oxactly what
hoe bad doue. Mr. Otranlo chewed the end of
bis pen, sud smîled upon bis clieutà with the
calm smile of intellectualuperlonlty.

-"Now, I danoaay yon. thluk you'vo been and
gone sud doue a very doene thlng," ho said,
wben Luolus hsd nnbosomed bimaelf; "ibut 1
can juat tel you you'ne ou the wnong tack-a
good lhuudned kuots oui 0f youn course. That
old Party lsn't lu the nobbery ; aud as to the
piz-on, it's not for me to argue wîth s profos-
slousi gent lîko you ; no sonten sbould alter bis
crepldsrn, as we say lu the Classica ; but 1
woudu't mînd laylug even mouoy Ibat the pison
la only youn fancy. 'You've been woritiug
younseif about Ibis biessod business 1111 you've
got nervous, so you goos sud suiffs at tho physlc,
and jumpsata the conclusion thal It's plsoned."1

I h ave not jumaped aI any conclusion,"
noplled Lucius. 41My opinion la supported by
an infaIlhble test."P

Ho blid Mn. Oînanta that ho wsuted to fSud a
tbnoughly boneat man sud wornu, wbo would
Lake the place of the Wiuchers ai Cedar House
-a man wbo would act as ulght watcbmau, sud
a woman who would perforrn auch trifling
domestic duties as wero neoded. Mn. Otrauto,
who bad minious of ail kînda at bis bock sud
citîl, did kuow ofinal sncb a couple-su ex-polI-
ceman, wbo bad left the fonce ou accouut of au
accident that bad lamed hlm, sud a tldy body,
ox-pollcemau's wife. If Mn. Davoron wîsued,
lhey sbould ho ai Cedar 1-ouse lu two bours'
lime.

"iLot tbern meet me at the gale at tbree
o'clock,"' sald Lucius. di1 muai go round among
my patients lu the moan whîîo."1

His day's wonk stili walted ta be doue, and it
was long past twelvo-dinnor. 'tlme lu thse Shad-
rack district. lio bad to endure neproacliful
looks from' some of bis patients, but bore ail
wilhi perfect good-temper, sud did bis very boat
for ail. liappiiy the people belleved lu hlm,
aud wene grateful for ail tho gond ho had doue
amoug bhema.

At trime ocîoca ho b was at the 1mon gato, wbene
ho fouud Mr. Magsby, the ex-policemnan, sud bis
wlfe-a comfortabio-booking young woman wth
a bundle sud a baby, for wblch latter oncum-
brauce Lucius lied Dot bargaiuned, sud for wbicb
Mrs. Magsby duly apologisod.

,si Wbich Mn. Otrauten may Dol have bold you,
ir, as I couid't beave the baby beblud, but

Rhe's as good a 11111e dean as evon drew brealli,
sud nover cries, and lu a largo bouse wil ho no
lil-couveulence."?

"lPerbaps not, If ah. nover cries," said Lucius,
"ibut if sho does cny, You muat smolher ber,
rallier than lot hon volce be beard tip-stains.;"
Aud thon ho touched tho amaîl cheek kindly
wlth bis flugen, sud smlled upon the lîttie one,
afber a faswhion wbich st once won Mrs. Magsby's
heant.

Mn. Magsby'a Ismeneas was littho more than
a haltlnlu is walk, sud, altbouigh aufficient to
disable hlm as a public servant, wasSDo bIud-
rance ta hi m as s igitwatch man Altogethe-r
Lucius decded that the MagAbYs would do. Ho
inducted thern lu bhe gloomy oid kitchen sud
the room wltb the presses, whent' Mn. sud Mns.
Wincber's tunn-up bedstead yawned disconFo.
late sud ompty,and where there woro such bits of
humble furnIture as wonld suthlce for the akbso-
lute nooda of life.

Mrs. MagSby PrOonceed the apartmonts
noomny sud commodious, but somewuaî wantiug
lu cheonfulueçs. 4"But me sud Magsby bave
took cane of ail manuer 0f bouses,"1 she added
wltb resîgnatlon, "suad we cau maire ourselvos
co:nforbable a'most auywberos, purvided we've s
bit o'Snlung 10 bile the ketîle for our cup o' tes
sud a moutbfnl o! victuals."1

Lucius showed Mr. Magsby the premises-
the doon opeulug upon bthe tilddeu Faisrcase, ail
the lus sud outa of the place, aud tbld hlm
wbat was expocted of hlm.

After bhls Induction of the Magabys, lie wonb
up-stalrs sud Paw Lucilie. She was awake, bub
ber mmnd sall waudered. She looked at hlm
wlth a fan-off uurecognlslug gaze bliat went ta

"iYon may remember that st the buginninz
o! oun acqusîntauce 1 professad my.soîfa sceptlc
wIth regard to miedical science,?'l hi satd witb
bis banal> laugb, I"sud I canuot say Ihal my ex-
perience even of your skll bas been calculnted
lu conquer :r-y prejudices. Yeu are a v-ry good
feilow, Lucius, but the ouiy effecl of your medl-
cmoes for the lasI monîli on co bas beau to ruake
me feel uoarer dealli than even I fe11 befone. I
soom te ho twice the mai> I was qince 1 ieft off
that confounded tonic of yours."1

14I am very giad 10 bean it-nob glad that the
tonlc bas failed, but that x-ou are hotter. TI-y to
bolleve lu me a 11111e, however, ln spite of t bis,
sud take the medicino which 1 wlll bring you
Ibis evoniug with my own hauds.'I

The patient gave a falut groan.
IlYoun medicines make me Ehl," hai sald;

ci 111 take no more 0f tbemn."
diSo ho It," answered Lucius. ilI tbld you

frorn the firt that lu your ca.se I depended upon
repose sud good diot mono than upon drugs,
We will see what nature uuassisted wlll do."

"lHave yon sent away those thievos?"l
"Mn. sud Mns. Wlucher? Ye,;. tbey are

gouo."1
"'So ends tliree-and-tweuby ye-irs' service!

And I thought Ihem falthful 1"I salJ Mr. Sive-
wrlgbb wlth as 8gb. i"And by wbat modlela 0f
honosty have you neplaced theso ýýraltors V"

Lucius oxplaîued bis arrangements, to whicb
Mr. Slvewrlgbt gave but doubtfui appnos'al.

Hie lnqulned anxlously about Luceil«e, and
aeerned gnleved ta Sund that she was to 111 ta
corne to hlm as usual.

"lThongh for these many yoans paI 1 bave
doubted the existence o! any nelalionship ho-
tweu us, abe bas made borself dear to rn'-ýsome-
how, lu spîbeofo mysoîf. God .<nows I ha ve tiled
ta shut my beant againat lber. Wtleu my son
abandonod me, 1 swore uever to cane for sny
living creaturo...uever again to subjoct myseif
to the angnlsh that au Ingrate eau Infict.

CHAPTER X1II.

HOW GEOFFREY ENJOYED TffIC GARDFN

PARTY.

WHiLF, Lucius Davonen, was ttpos oceupled aI
the east end of Loudo'>, Gooffre"y lossack wa.s
rnaklug the beat o! an existence whiclc ha d
made up bis mlud te consider utterly joyless,
so long as adverse fate deuled hlm theonu de-
sire o! bis heant. For him iu valu wanrn August
skies wero deeply bine, sud the bosky deis sud
glados of the New Forest stili uutouched by au-
tnmn's splendid decay. For hlmn valy rau bbc
biglit river between banks perfumed with wil
flowons. ie beheld these Ibinga fromihe lofly
standpolnt of discoulent, snd lu bis boant cailed
Nature a poor croalune.

cir would rallier be mowed up lu Whltecnoss-
street prison, or lu the Venetian Plombi, wuîb
Janet for my wife, thau eujoy ahi that earîh
eau gîve of nalurai besuty or arîicial splendor
wlthont ber," ho sRaid ta himself, wbeu bis
cousins bad bored hlm mb samlsanthnoplcal
mood by thein lusiabence upon the charms of
rural life, as exempllflod at lillersdon Grauge.

"I'm afnaid you bave no soul for natune,"
sald Belle, wbon abe bad kept Geoffrey on bis
foot for su hour lu the cnsmped old-fashloned
bot-bouses, where she weut lu desperately for
fernu sd orohîda, sud lmltated Lady Baker en a
Ornait Rcale.

ilI'm afrald flot-for nature lu Slowen-pots,"1
aswored Geooffrey, 'sith au unsympaîietîc
yaw n. 44I daesaay theso Calopogons, sud Gymni-
nadenla, sud wbsRt'a.its.uamea are vory graud,
but I've seen Suner growlng willd lu the valleys
ou thie southern aide o! the Rocky Mountains.
You Engliali people only get nature lu miniature

poor etlolsted croatune. Yeu bave no notion
o! the goddess Gos In rTitanic vigoun, as she
appeans ou "lthe other side."'

"iMeantng Amreica?" saad Boite coutemp-
tuoualy, as If that western continent wero some-
thug Ioo vulgan for hon senl2nas consîderation.

The sun shone upon lady Bakor's f'te as gaily
as iffiSue Weather liad been s malter as muci
wlthin lier ladyshlp's4 poweî o! provision as the
luncheon froni Guter's, or the costumes for the
tableaux vivants. The lady bersoîf waq radiant
as the sunlight. Evorybody had come-every-
body worth nocelvîng, aI any rate. She gave
Ge-offrey a saile of panticular condlallîy as she
shook banda w1th hlm, sud Diurmured the
couveublonal I ow gond o! You te comne
eanly !"

Belle sud Dessle- wore speedily told off for
cnoquet : a sport for which Geoff:ey pnofossed
anu nmitigate-1 dislike, lu s most churlish apînil
bis cousins thouglit. Thus roleasod fnom attend-
ance ou these fair ones, hoe roamed the vast
gardons at lange, Sndlng solitudes lu ibat spa.
clous demain, evon ou sncb a day as tbis, lu
theso secluded walks-wbene lie onîy occasion-
slly eucounîened a stray coupla ougagod lu Ibal
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gras or chlcken.salad, or even the wants of the
daiiisel who sat nexi !ilm. He was out 0f
humor with ail the world. His artfully-worded
advertisement had Rppeared xeverai timeq, and
had produced no response. lHe began to thiJX
the Fates were opposed to bis happiness.

IlI suppose If a man ia pretty well provlded
for ln the way of three-per-cents he must h1ope
for nothing else from Fortune," he tbouglit, 5
he pun:shed her ladyship's cabinet bocks.

Luncheon over, Mr. Hossack conducted bis
damsel to the sunny greeusward, where enthu-
siastic arche rs-seven-aind-twenty ladies to five
gentlemen-were stringlng their Cupld boWs
for a grand match. Here be sbunted ber IntO
the care of one of the Èlve male archers, al Of
wbom iooked ineffably bored, and anon departed
whither he cared niot-anywtiere, auywhere
out of this world of iuncbeons, croquet, flirta-
tion, an'd frlvoliy.

Wandering ai random, be came by and by t0
an obscure outskirt of the Mardanhoime grounds,
given over to the cultivation of buge rhododen-
drons, wbiere there was a littie wlcket-gate
opeulng Into a green lane. lHe made bis escaPe
from M>irdeubolme altogether by tiIs gaie, glad
to get away from the polie world, as represented
by the croquet-players and toxopholles, and
above ail by those exacting first cousins of bis,
Belle and Dessie.

The green lane was rustic and seciuded, well
sheltered from the westward sloplng sun bY
spreadlng boughs of chestntil and sycalnore,
wilh bere and tbere tMe grander bulk of an08
making an oasis of deep sbadow lu the after'
noon sunlight. Aitogether a ploasant lane, eve-0
for the indulgence of saddest thoughts.

It was on the side of a bill. Rigbt and ieft Of
hlm stretched undulating meadow-land, saisi

t

enclosures belween those straggllng uikePt

bedges which make thA glory of English land,
scape, and beiow, almoat at bis feet as it were,
îay a little village nestling iD a cup-saped
valley, s0 snugly sheltered by those gentlY-
sioplng meads, so fenced from north and ese
by those tlu screens of follage, that one mligbt
fancy the bieak wluds of winter must rol l ib
above those modest roofs, ruffling no leaf lnl
those simple gardens; that halls and snoWsansd
frosts must waste their fury on the encirclg
bis, and leave ibis chosen nook unjassalled ;
that even the tax-gatherer must forget is exlS-
tence.

There wereW about hilf a dozen cottages, the
perfection of rusticity-gardens runulng OVer
with roses, beebives, bouey8uckie; a village
inn, so innocent and domestic of aspect th81
one wouid suppose nolhing could be farther fr0"

1

the thougbt8 of ias patrons ihan strong drink Of
any kind ; a litile blgb-sbouldered ohd cburch,
wllb a squat square tower and crumbly wbilO'
wasbhd wall; a green, burlal-grotind, tbat wOnt
np aud down like the waves of the ses, 1r
sbadowed by two vast yews, whoecs eer
w-therlng follage canopled those rustic gIMvo
from January to Decem ber.

There was a littie patch of greensward In the
mldst of the bouses;, and some feet belOW the
cburchyard, no iwo editices ln ibis village belig
ou the mamne level. Here a meditative doilkey
cropped the soft herbage at lelsure, aud bere 011
the bùosom of a crystalline pool swaim baif 9
dozen geese, untroubled by forebodings Of Mi'
chaelms.

It was aitogether a delilously rustic picturop
and Geoffrey, for &he first time mince bis rettUfi
to Hampsbire, feit reconclled to Nature.

"'This la beiter than ail the t.lgered orchld5 1
Lady Bsker's collection," be mused, asb
perched himself on a aille and took out t
eigar-case for a quiet amoke. IlWby do grellt
ladies cuitivate lsdy'a alîppers sud pitcher.pAflt
wbeu for bass money they migbt surrotid
themseives wlth model villages and b5PPY
peasantry ? las the rôle of Lady BouDtifu'
gone quite ont of faablon, I wonder?"I

Hie lié;hted bis cigar snd medltated upon lire
in general. dreamily contemplatlog the cott9gee
and wondering about. tbir inmates, as ho bâd
ofien woudered about the lubabitants or the duhi
old bouses lu the duli oid country towns. These
cottages seemed above lue ordinary love1

, clos-
ner, brigbter, more prosperous-looklug. 110
couid Dol fancy wlfe-beating or any othor fui-
quity golug on wlthln those homely piastered
wails. Ttiose twlnkllug.diamond-paned lsttOO
seemed transparent as a good man's conscience,
aud ln most of thos-- dwelllngs the outer doOr
stood wlde open, as If the inmstes Invlted II>*
apection. Hie could see an olght-day dlock, 6
dresser deckod out with many-coiouîed cr0oX
ery wsre, a littie round table aproad for tes,
cradie, a auug. arm -chair, a wlcker birdeaget
row of geranlumn pots-ail the furniture of honle
He fout that ho bad allghted upon a amali MX
cadis.

While be sat thus muaing, aiowiy smokinlg,


