
0O11) P1EST1AIMENT1 ANI) YNE1W SCIE'NCl*L 20

. lat il wvouid be cOnltr.arv to ailiog that a universal
~tibergcieor hIe Continents slîould l>c brotught about witilin

Ille space of a few~ wveeks anld that they shiould enlierge aLgatlu
Suifficienîly for nîia;î's Occup)ation liefore Ille lapse of a year.

Such lage have prOCeed(ieid i foi- Ie fllost part, by
centuries rallier thaln by (lfls, 1»' .uiillennitims rather than hv

wvceIs. If a widespreaid conivulsion suchi as senîs to be hlidi-
cated in Gcncsis, liad beeni cornprcssed into a ycar, it would

have made stich a commotion bliat nuo ark or shîip of anyv kind

cOl(t have hived on tlle surface of it, but woll înlevitabiv hav
beeîî wrecked ai hntndred limes over.

3. 1'hat even if thicy couild be grotteu together, no ark could
ever le l)uilt largec eniouigh ho conitainl rcpresenltativcs of ail ex-
istiîîgy land aimliais, ii Nvit Ilecesr provision foi- suchi a

u~gîvcollection, unnîbering, as, they (10, tells of tiîonsands
ýof species.

Thecsc or sinîjlar objections hiave beenl rcgardic( by: not a
Tew as (lccisive against HIe lilstorical character of Ille J3iblical
iiarrative.

S-omle sciiolars of cîniinuce arc tliirefore dis1)ose1 lu Iook
f~or hIe kecv Io its origiln aund ineaniug ili ani ,itog-ether diffi:r-
tilt direction. 'l'ie 3Ibllical narrative 's Supl)ortedi 1w the tra-
(litioniS of almlost :îll tlle grecat faiilies of îulankin(l throughouit
tlle %world. RM, su far froîui rcgardinig tlîis fact as a guiarauitec

of its lîistorical truith. tliev fiuid in it ani argumient that Ille
\'liole stor-V is u(lhînilg more or les-, th1a1 a ua;tiure-nîivtlh. Thu
geîî cral Ilicorv' of nîvths is that w'iîen stories of siiiar tenlor
arc fouind cuirreuit at, wi(ely (ifferenit points. thevy are buit poetic
ren(leriigs of sonie fainilliar fact of naturc vwee obser-
vable. 'l'le suni, nioon and stars have constantiv i)eCn per-
Sunlified and their chaîigîuig piheuoiiiena precnted as the \'ai.-
îîîg experiences of sentient beiuigs. eithier hiian or (livine.
Solne naturai fact, there-fore. tuev uirge. siich as tlle suniset auîid

,ciouds or the appearanice ofIllie crescent limon abovc the
cioudrack likze a boat czarr-vi g a n)assengeri across the ,vaste of
waters, nîiust lie i)ehind ail these stories of ai dMuge. Thei rest,
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