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he dead had co me to earth as Himnself the supornatural revelation of God,
and not as one siniply of the ordinary millions of 1humanity.

MNr. Laing's idea of inspiration being that of the inechanical verbalists,
hoe sets up a mani of straw and knoeks him doiwn. Perhaps ho doos not
know that the Iluxtorffs are dead. flore is a sample of his troatnxent of
the Gospels: Il Until the miiddle of the second century they are nover
quoted ana were apparently unkn-owvn." liad this been -written somne years
ago, when opponents of theological science would have boon compelled to
bet.ake themalves for proof to tho, for them, un-welcomie field of patristic
Greek, one would not have wYondered at the repetition of an old falsehood,
'but now that the veriest ignoraînus cau read the apostolic fathers in anl
English dress it is a crime. Clement, Ignatius, and that hearer of the
aposties who wrote the Epistie to Diognetus, living on the borders of the
first and second centuries, the latest of them dying about 115à A. ID., do not
indeed quote the naines of the evangelists, but they quote their words as
well as those of Paul, and thus voucli, as a littie later did the opponent
Celsus, for the existence of the gospels. Mr. Laing, forgetting that Papias
of Hierapolis, called a disciple of John, is only before us in a few frag-
ments, denies that John's Gospel was in existence in his day, wvhilo the
very fragment which says that Peter instructed, Mark- so as to -%vrit th e
doings of Christ, but not to give an account of the discourses of our Lord,
virtually takes for granted the existence of that Gospel of John whieh is
pre-exninently the record of the discourses of Jesus.

The chapters on Christianaity without miracles, and Practical Life,
teachza lofty ethie, Stoical in a nxeasure, yet rising higher than Stoicism
into the region of that charity which Christ especially taught. Thero are
some very good thoughts in Practical Lifo,. sucli as nxany mon of the world
-%vbo have conquered their tenipers or have been naturally gifted with fine
natures carry ont in lives of much outward beauty, which put to shame
those of many who profeas to follow Jesus. Mr. Laing thinks the creeds
mnust change, and so they -will, but not in his way. They will change by
becoming truer reprosentations of the latest revelation of God containod in
His Word, wlaich for this end -will be, more carefully 8tudied apart from the
leading strings of fallible human systems of ancient date. But that the
Churcli will give up the Bible at the cail of that stage army the Agnosti es, or
that the Chureh, reformed in spirit back to Christ, wvill lose its hold upon
the niinds and hearts and onergies of men who realize that they posses
souls and are born for eternity, is an expectation begotten of ignorance,
depreciatioi and conceit, the hope of a miracle of darkness more atupend-
ous than most of those the irÂposibility of which Mr. Laing asserts. The

auhor %vinds up vith a long postscript in which. he reviews8 Mr. Gladstones
Dawn of Creation and Proem to Genesi8, as well as Professor Drunxmond's
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