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bc broafi in Ilionglit, but broad îî'ithin the lirniîs of etcr-
nal trulli. Lct us bc broaid in sympathy, not assurning an
icclerg attitude towards nien whose theologîcal vipiws do
not cxactly harînonizc %with ours. Let us remiember that we
cannot acîi(ývc genuine suiccess without continucîl coin-
înunioiN¾vifli tic t-Inscen and the Infinîte ; wvithout carncst,
p)atienit toi, pronipted b>' the cncrglzing infaîîencc of taie
fiol>' Spirit.

AI)DRVSS 11V REV. J. FLPCK.
ATr the conclusion of flic vaiedictor>', the Rcv. C. E.

Amairon, M.A., *79, hiad the degrec of B.D. conl'errcd upon
hiiii ; after wlîicl the graduating class %vas addrcsscd b>'
Rev. J. Fleck, B.A., in tiiese words

Gri-Ti.F.MF OF' ri' GitAIUvrn'G Ci.ýîss:-I Tue
pleasant, toilsonie ycars of preparation iii these halls of
s.icred iearning are endefi, and to-nigbt you stand at the
gate, girded and cager for the chosen work of your lif'c.
At the request of the faiculty, One wbo bas secin service in
the field is to give you tlîc word of w2iconie there. I
niaglit wvell liesitate to mnce youi iii this capicity corning,
as you (In, like polislied shafts kecen and freshi froni the
hands of the ablc inasters in this college, but that 1 cal
to mmid ttic iiinnousness of the student spirit, stirring
nieniories dhat bring nie into coînflcte synîpatby îvith
you. X'ou %ill therefore take k-indly the tew plain,
practical wvords to be spoken to-niglit to nîyself as wcell as
to youi toucbing our grcaî work.

That Nwe niay use thc few minutes at Our disposai, to
the besi. advantagc wce pass by ait minor --ttljects, aud fix
our thot6ugiîs on the cheitf end of thc Christian Ministry.
Wlhi is it ? 'lo glo rify God b>' preacliing jus gospel,
and t0 lend muen to cenjo>' Finii for cvcr. A recent Eng-
lisli ruagazine %vriter lis said that prcaching is onc of
the los. -arts. Wbat shaII %e siy tlien of the millions of
thoughtful micn and îî'omcn Ilîrougîtout Christendomn,
that liabituall>' seck tlie Tlemple of God 10 liear His
prcachcrs preacli? Arc tliey ill victimis of delusion ?
For thousands of ycars tic pulpit lias been sacredi>'
separated from ic rh est of flic bouse of God, b>' Divine
appointniciit, and one cliss of inen sacredly scparated to
minister tliere. Across tlic centuries tîmis order in God's
Imouse lis travcllcd, rcpeating itscif in hamiet, and city,
wvidening and nîultiplying as time rolis on. 1)id tlic
easy esçayist pause 10 co-isider what necessit>' so vast
and %ital denîainded and perpcîuated all this, or wlîat
hiddeîî fotintains poured forflî ycar alter year supplies
equ:il to the dcmand ? Fron thc beginning prcaching
lias l)eCn foolisliness iii the eycs of inan>', ycî il pîcases
G od by suchi foolislincss to savc tlicin tîmat bclicvc. l'le
pulpit îs stili time thronc of living truth. lic wlmo was
1 linielf the " W\ord of Life " t0 îvhosc proplicîs of old
thc " Word of tic Lord " carne, whosc immncdiatc fore-
ruminer n'as "A Voice," gave this commission to His
Apostles «'Pracm thc Gospel to cvcry creaturc, and Io
1 .111 %wiîl Yotu alwaY, even to time end of tlmc worid."
Prcacming the Gospcl thicrcforc is yomr grcat work, and
His comniand, and Hitr presence, your autlmority and

NV COLLEGE JOURNAL.

poi'er. If you have not these, cntcr not uipon the work.
If you can bli i, do not precc. A inan nia> iveli
question bis righit tb occupy lIme pulpit unlcss lie fcels
likc Jercmiiii.t " I-lis word ivas in mine heart as a burning
fire shut up iii nu>' bones, and I was \weary with, forbear-
ing, and I could not st-ay," or, like Paul, " Necessity is
laid impon nie, %e.i, wvoc is unto nie, if I preach flot the
Gospel."

At tic î'cry outset therefore, add to your fotindation
trust in God, a higli and lîoly falîli in your work, the ab-
solute nccssity of it, the sublime vasîness o! it, and the
blcssed assurance of ils ultimnate succcss.

0f the maný' aspects of the subject whlich miglit be
prcsented to >'ou to-niglît I have cluosen Ibis special one,
The l'Place of tic Personal Element in Prcaching. There
are at least îlure fornis of tbe personal that sluould find
pulace in tic sermon :-First, that relating to tic con-
gregation ; second, toi t le subject niatter ; and the third,
tiat of tIme preaichmer luiniself.

First, tic personal clement iii thc congregation as it
iThcts the prenchitig. «" Wlicn a nan lurcacmes 10 flic,"
.says Daniel WVebster, " I ivant Iiiîii to niake it a person.
mnatter." But is it evcr justifiable, yon ask, for a minis-
tcr t0 bring pcrsonaiitics mbt the puipit ? If by per-
sonalitics you mean the gratification public>' of private
pique, it is flot oni>' unjustifiable, it is unp3rdonablc.
But if you nican the hearing in bis meinor>' and licarý of
individual cases of necessity, sorrow, or sin, then tie
miînister ougbit always to be personal. The essayist
avoids direct contact, and in an essa>' impersonalit>' is
beconîing. 'l'lie faithful preacher, on the contrar>', studies
directncss. lie individualixes his audience. An
cmnnnt lawyer, wvhcn addressiuig a jury, %vas in the
habit of sclccting mentally the nîost stupid looking uman
of the twelve, using ail luis poîvers to convince an-d pet-
suade that one ; so the pre3cher ouglit not to regard luis
congregation collective>', but slîould individualize, a.gd
convince, and persuade. Martin Luthur said he liked
'tlîccs' and 'tlîous' in a sermon.

Thle vcry name the master gave His first disciples,
./ishcn- of »ien inîplies personal dealing. " He that
winneth souls is ivise." Thc huntsman docs not fixe
aînulcssly in tue air w~lmen lue sigluts luis game. Nor does
the Apostle Paul in bis prcacuing, "fight tincertainly,
beating the air," but beconies " ail things 10 ail mnen, if
by an>' means hc nia> gain some." So the truc preacher
mlust divide lus congregation, famul>' by family, nuember
frovaminnber, remcmbering time yoting and the oid, the
rude and the rcfincd, time saved and tlic unsaved. The
burdened, troubled, sorrowiflg, sceking, repenting, trem-
biing, beicving ones, ail press mbtc God's bouse expecting
to find tlue belpi appropriate tberc. He who would
be "a îvorkman that needetb not ho be asbamed," nmust
trightly divide the word of trutb, giving 10 cach bis por-

tion in due season."-
Thîis ivili aiso, determine for you the value of pastoral

visitation. It sluould freshen and feffilize ever>' sermon.
After the Bible tlue preaclier's best book is bis own con.


