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@ Mainly About People.

h RS, TURNER. the wife of the Consul-General of the United

States, is one of the most striking women in Ottawa
gocicty. Sheis called 2 beauty by some—athers see nothing in
her. She has lovely soft brown eves, amd hair that is re iy
brown=—a nut-hrown that ix almost golden.  Her hair and
eyes, in fuct, are unlike those of any other woman  Her
grandmather was French. Thix gnes her qualitics which,
combined with the Amenean womans proverbial stylishness,
make her one of the bestadressed women in Ottaowan, Her
great point in this respeet seems to be ot that she dresses up
on oceasions in striking costumes, hog that she is never seen
with anything on that s unbecoming
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LTHOUGH Her Majesty*s charities are htesally as numer-
48 oug as the sand on the seieshore, the Sovereign seldom
finds herseif justified in sending ~o large 20 donation as €1,000
to any one fund. This, however, s the amonmt which the
Queen has had forwarded 1o the Transvaal War fund, and
Hee Majesty has sytied her desive that of her gift €400
should be allotted for the beaetit of the widows and children of
thase serving in South Mrca, and €200 1o cach of the other
three ohjects enumierated in the Lord Mayows appenl. The
Prince of Wales, who sent a donation of 250 gumens, has
asked that his gift may be credited to the “Soldiers and
Sailors' Famibes Association Fund *

l ORD CURZON has just rewardid the translator of the
< sacred Induan epie=The Mahablmnata—with a pension,
The anonntas small bat the Indum sages ean five on ver Ay
fittle, so that at least the industrions Pundit Kesatt Mohum,
having accomplished the whale of this stupendous tash and
found him&df oppressed by poverty and age, has o never tnl
ing stipend.  The Mahabharata is the mgest poem in the
world, heing seven tnes as Touge ss the Hhiad supl thie Odyssey
together. It is as erowded with stones and legends as the
hadizn teinples sre with images.
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APT. GRAHAM, AD.C. hax lunched on the “ Chnstmas-
> tide™ of presents, 2 bank of verse catled * Ruthless Khymes
for Heartless Homes,” by Col. D Streamer. As Capt. Graham
siiys, “ these are not mtended toinculeate henrtlessness unang
the young,™ but were stiggested to him by an ol nur<ers
rhrime, Which runs as follows:
Mary prasoted tiaother = ten
Muthe v edieed 1 agonn
Father wos o atre e Iy senemd—
\any chald

B ~and wlist neny #

The verses are of the subtle kind of humor tound m * Alee
in Wonderland,” and appeal to thoese who can see under the
surfice. Capt. Grahan has wrstten articles for The Windsor
and ather English magazines.  But this is his first pubhished
baok, The Hlustrations are by Mr. G. Guthorne-Hardy,
name well known in English pulmc d Jife. This will aleo e
Mr. Hardy's first published work s an artist. -
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R. I THE DUCHESS OF YORK 15 not one of thase

* ladies wha content themselves with merely directing the
kool works in which they nre interested. As president of
tht London Neediework Guild, she is absolutely the working
card of the whesle orgamization, having been accustomud from
hcr childhomd 1o the practend business of the society.  For five

MONTREAL LIFE

t
conseeutive days preceding the recent annual exhibition ot
the society at the hinperial Institate, Her Royal Highness was
busily employed in unpacking, sorting, and counting the
garments contributed by the members of the guild, the number
at which amonnted 1o something over 9,000, and, aided by
her Ladiesin-Waiting, Lady Ratharine Coke and Lady Mary
Lvgeon, worked haed from 11 o'clock till 5, with only a short
interval for luncheon, in tying the things up into neat bundles
for distribution. And it is not only on such occasions as the
ane in question that the Royal president’s energy and interest
are engaged.  The whole year around she busies herself about
the guild, and alway knows which  vice-presidents  are
torward, or the contrary, with their work, and personally
decildes upon the disposal of the finer linen to indigent adies
and wives of the poorer clergy.
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ADY ABERDEEN, it is rumored, will write a book giving
< her reminiscences of Canada during her hushand's
GovernorGeneralship
- L] -
'l‘lll-! list of Royal litteratenrs is to-day asomewhat lengthy
one, quud in this list Royal princesses shine conspicuously.
Not ta mention Queen Victoria’s well-known contributions to
literature, the number of prineesses who are authors inchude
Carmen Sylea (Queen of Rogmanin, the Queen of Italy, the
Countess of Paris and her dawghter, the talented young Queen
of Portugal, and the Crown Princess of Raly (Princess Hulenn
of Montenegra).  To make the list of Royal authors cumplctc
must be added the nimes of the Prince de Joinville, Inst sur-
vivis son of King Lounis.Philippe, Prince Henri d*Orleans, the
well-known explorer, King Oscar, of Sweden, and Prinee
Nichaolas, of Montenegro,
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\ K. KEEGAN PAUL <ays that one of the last books read
{ by Cardinal Manning wias * The Pickwick Papers,” A
few weeks before his death, he asked for a complete set of
Inckens' works. 1 have never read * Pickwick,'™ he said,
“amd 1 don't think I<should like todic without havingdoneso. ™

l ADY BALFOUR of Burleigh, wife of the Chief Seeretary for
< Seothand, is asister of Lord Aberdeen, and is universally
popular  She is an exceedingly able woman, 2 good talker,
aml enters beart and foul into all her hushand’s social and
P obitical aspirationss~and they are many, for f.ord Balfoar of
Rurleigh is one of the best types of politicians and philanthro.
pists; everything that hedoes he does well, and he finds @ able
seconder in his accomplished sind delightfol wife.
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SYLVIA IN THE SNOW STORM.

ATCHING the snowflakes whisked and whirled
Al ceascless to and fro,
Mout the boundiries of the world
She lets her white thoughts po.

And ane of those white thoughts of hers
To me comex drifting down

As 1 sit brooding *mong the firs
Above this gray old town.

Into my heart that waif of grace
.\mks. nestling hke a dove;

Ah, what are all the bounds of space
I thoaght e winged by love!



