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PLEASANT HOURS.

A 8ad, 8ad Oase,
3. THE MaM.
In Queen Vietoria’s relgn,
A man he touk n peign
Which drove him Quite insoign.
11. THE DOCTOly.

On looking nt his tonguo,
Which from his mouth he flongo,
Thia song ono doctor songuo :

‘** There lsn't any doubt,
Wore the mystery but oubt,
His troublo is the goubdt.”

Another, of great weight,

Grave-looking and sedeight,

Bald : **Ho'll die, as sure as feight.”
1L THB WIDOW.

Whea at last the man did dlo,

His companlen heaved a slo,

And began to weoep and crlo.
1v. THE MINIBTER.

‘“Our brother was resigned,
And pad great peace of migned !
His wife he leaves behigned.”

V. THE OBSXQUIES,

With pompous funeral rite,

They burfed him out of site;

Then o'or bis wealth did fite.
VL. THE MORAL.

So, In Victeria's reign,
This man who died in peign,
He did not live in velign.
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SOME THINGS THE BIBLE FORBSBIDS.
MURDER AND CRUELTY.

Amid the thunderings and lightnings
of swinat God hedged about the sanctity
of human life with this solemn com-
mand, ~ Thou shalt not kiil” In a

overy lover of his race, that every true
Canadian, will do his duty to his coun-
try and his God

All cruelty to man or beast is against
the gpirit of this Iaw Boys are oftea
unthiuking and cruel in teasing dogs
ang cats, and torturing flles and inseccts
Thene ars the creatures of God, and un-

may not Innocently Injure or destroy
them. The mercitu) man s merciful to
hig beast., Nero began his wicked career
by killing flles, and ended by killing the
aposties and martyrs of God

“Heo prayeth hest who loveth best
All things both great and small,
For the dear God who loveth us
He made and loveth all.”

A BOY'S RELIGION.

It was the late Henry Drummond who
once sald to a great company of boys :
" Boys, it you are golng to be Christians,
be Christians as boys, and not as your
grandmothers, A grandmother has to
bo o Christlan as a grandmother, and
that 18 the right and beautiful thing for
her; but if you cannot read your Bible
by the hour as your grundmother cap,
don’t think that you are necessarily a
bad boy. When you are your grand-
mother’s age, you wil. have your grand-
wothes's religlon.”

Now, there 18 a grea! deal in the above
for a boy to take to he.rt, for somse
boys have the idea that they will be ex-
pected to put aside most of thelr pro-
pensities, {f they take upon themselves
the dutles of Christian boys. This is
a mistake. No one expects, no one
wauts them tc give up the natural rights

I

in the way that God intended all youth
should be happy.

One ot the truest-hearted Christian
boys I know {s also the merriest. No
one would think of calling him * grand-
motherly.” He reads his Bible, too,
and goes regularly to church, to Sunday-
school, and to prayer-meeting. He is
at the same time such & good ball-player
that he is always chnsen first when the
boys are choosing sidsz for a game.
And no boy of his age can excel! him at
football or at tennis. And thoy always
eay of him: ‘“Harry plays fair; he
does ¥’

Ho s the life of the social gatherlngs
he attends, and his reputation for ab-
solute truthfulness §s such that the
teacher of tho school he attends told
me, not long ago, that on one cccaslon,
when the boys on the playground were
hotly dlscussing a certaln matter, and
there had been charges of falsehood
made and still more hotly refuted, one
of the boys said :

“ Let Harry M—— tell the straight of
the story. He knows all about it, and
he'll tell the exact truth.”

It {8 ¢ fine thing for a boy to have a
reputation like that in the community
in which he lves.

At another time, the zupils in Harry's
room had met to select some one of
their number to present a certain re-
quest to the dprincipal of the school, and
Harry was Immediately chosen, *“be-
cause he is so sort of gentlemanly,” as
one of the boys sald.

This w~as a tribute of the unfailing
power and influonce of real courtesy,
and true courtesy is a marked trait of.
Christian character,

Harry Is a Christian boy in a boyish
way, which Is quite as charming and
impressive as the grandmotherly way of
velng a Christian. Al Christlanity is !
based on right thinking and right lv- |

a

rude, turbutent, and lawless age, when

every mans hand was agatnst his fellow, |

thts crime was much more common than
it 13 now. The practice of duelling was
one esteemed honourable, now it is al-
most overywhere hated and prohibited.
Even the lives of those who have violeted
the law are protected in large degree.
Men were hanged for trivial crimes, and
in great Gumbers, whereas now it is only
upon clearest conviction of the crime of
murder that they are executed.

But, though we would shrink with horror
from the crimo of murde:, yet, says the
Saviour, he that hateth his brother is
a murdercr  Angry feelings in the soul
are tho veginnings frum which the crime
of murder has often sprung.

It 1s strange that Christian nations
who thipk (&t u crime to kil! a single

man, shall often think it right, and even
glorious, to kill a thousand men fo
batte; or, for a paltry galn to the re-

venue, to ficanse the guilty liguor traflle 1

which sends a hundred thousand men to
the drunkard's grave every year. 1a-
temperance,” satd Mr. Gladsione, ~ has
slaln more than war, pestilence, or
famino.” Now that Canada bes a
chaned: t0 ‘vois for-the abolition of this

4 ! that,” the ol fisberman sald- reluctantly, :
great sin and crlme, let ua hope that | uawhiling to be ungrateful or unclv;l.?!

ing, without regard to age. Each de-
iL the Christian life. They are all Gad-
joys of true Christlan boyhood.

JOE'S PREACHING.

Some: of the best germons ever preached !
have fallen from lips that were uncon-
sclous of their mission. !

Some wealthy young men in New York
who had been fishing and shooting last
summer at & lonely sea island off the
southern coast brought home their gulde
for a few days' visit, prompted partly by !
kindness and partly by a mischievous
desire to surpbrise the ignorant old sav-

age by the luxury and splendour of thelr | gperation of the -bumble-bee.
possible for the wind to bring about the
fertilization of the seed, as ‘it may do :
in the case of Indian -corn, graln, and 1
. The tube of Ted-
clover blogsoms, tuo, s so-long.that.other
Insects (including the.honey-bee) are not
1 regular - visitaats, ’

homes.

Joe, however, walked quietly about In i
his clean homespun suit, mzmltestlugl
little surprise and less admiration.

“Now. Joe.” sald one of the hoys,
nettled somewhat by his calmness, * tell 1
mo candidly what sou think of New
York ? 1Isn't it grand °*

[

** My cabin has nall outdoors behind it,
an’ ther sen In front.
call grand *

ke to glve up your drudgery and live
as Now Yorkers do ?"

as easy livin’ hero.

lean thoy iInterfere with our rights, we ! his bank all ther day, an' your father in
court, an’ [ set in my boat. They flsh

fer men, an’ I flsh fer mackerel.
hev to study an' fret to catch
fish; I don't.”

‘“ wouldn't you llke your wife to live in
a house like this 7' glancing around the
stately rooms fllled with costly bric-a-
brac.

scrubs our two rooms an' cleans them
up, an’ then she sets an’ rests, or has
some fun.
this house tidy.”

vants to do that.”
onbearablo weight an’ worry on her.”

‘“and have music and galety, and many
things to sce.”

burled.
round evenin's an’ tell storles an’ sing

you do at your big dinners.”

went on gravely, * an’ our famblies.
the same thing in ther long run.

preacher in that gilt pulpit said pretty
much the same words as ol’ Parson Mar-
tin ‘does.
as qulet under the grass.as under- them
thousan’-dollar monyments you showed

and feellngs of boyhood. They are not » . ¢

to be in the lenst grandmotherly or ;’:""né ’?.gg’,dul;’v‘;:ﬁ’; ;t'ﬁ’g;l?go“gggg;
1y, .

grandfatherly, but they are to be happy me. But it don't scem to make uch

a dift'rence between you an' me as I
thought it would.
much alike.”

preached to me,” the lad sald, laughing.

Joe
Times,

HOW A BIRD HELPED IN BATTLE.

fered very much.
long march they were so tired that they
lay down Zor a short slesp, when it
would have been wiser and better had
they remalned on the watch for the
enemy.

mer-boy, whose eyes, Hke those of his
clders, were fast shut. Just before he
fell asleep he had been eating his
rations, and some- cruinbs of bread had
dropped on the head .of his drum. :

of the trees saw thege crumbs and flew
dowp to .eat them.
on the drum the tapping of her beak
wakened the little drummer.
his eyes, and was startled to see the
enemy advancing. Quickly -he beat the
slgnal of ‘alarm, which roused ‘the sol--
diers and put them on thelr defence. .

Third, ‘won that day, July
Battle of the.-Boyne; _hwve ¢
boen for the Ijttle wren the foriune of

the day.-migh

ticle on ‘* The Bumble-Bee " for the June
y St. Nicholas. '
; work of the bumble-bee in bringing
cede of life has its own particular joys ; about ihe cross-fertillzation of flowers
is as Important as that of -the honey-bee,
glven, and none are sweeter than the ' ang these two stand at the head of the
list of insects useful in tdls respect,
Each has its flowers which it alone-
visits, but there are -muny flowers on
neutral ground, visited by both. So we
may say of the bumble-bee, as of the
honey-bee, the more bumble-bees the
more seeds; the more seeds thé more
flowers—especially wild fiowers, as the-
tall
mon's-sesl, gentian, Dutchman's-breeches,
and turtle-head. But probably the most-
important work this Insect does for agri-
| culture is upon the flelds of red-clover.
There {8 abundant proot that.this plant
will not produco seed without the co-

some forest trees.

It ‘pears too shut'$n for to call it :»hm}c- sisits from. the bumble-bes. This. arah’s. grown' near. e
‘jnsect fa-not a -natlve of Australia, and ] -I;hgv_e'.tolquga‘ahg.rp.rfor ‘fear-ghe'll ‘step

Ted-clover failed -to produce zeed thére :

‘Thet's wbat I

*Oh, certainly. But wouldn’t you

* No."” said Joe thoughtfully. *'Taln't
Your uncle sets in

They
thelr

‘“Well,”” sald the boy, discomfited,

**No,” said Joe, laughing. * Jane

She's never finish keepin’
*“Oh, my mother Las plenty of ser-
“Yes. An’ she told me they was a
”But we see pecple,” urged the lad,
‘“We have company, too; we ain't
Ther npighbours come an’ set
reckon wo enjoy ourselves as much as
There was a short silence.
“We've got friends, like you,” Joe
It's
Your

An’ when we die we rest jest

Inside we're pretty
“That’s a good sermon you hsve

“1 wasn't aweer I was preachin’,”
sald  anxiously.—Sunday-school
M

-

During the summer of 1690 there was
war in England, and the soldiers suf-
One evening after a

Among the soldlers was a little drum-

A little wren: perched overhead in one
she hopped about
¥le opened

The skill of the ing, Wlll!am,{.hhn]
19, 1o0v,"lhe
1t had Dot I

have been very different.

OUR. DEBT TO BUMBLE-BEES.
Barney Hoskin Standish writes an ar-

Mr. Standish says : *““The

bell-flower, touch-me-not, Solo-

It 13 fm-

Here 13 2 proof that-this plant must

untll bumble-bees were imported. As
soon as they became numerous the plant
could be depended upon for seed. Agaln,
the blossoms of the first crop of the
“ medium red-clover " of our own coun-
try are just as porfect as those of the
sccoud crop, but there are too fow bum.-
ble-bees in tho field, so carly in tho sea-
son, to produce fertilization; hence little
or no seed in this crop. If bumbdle-beas
were sgufllclently numerous there is no
reason why much larger yields of clovey
seed might not be expected than at
present.

Hero {8 what a well-informed farmer
says about {t:

It was formerly thought that the
world rested on the shoulders of Atlas,
1 can prove that its prosperity rests on
the bumble-bee. The world cannot
prosper without the farmer’s product.
The farm will not be productive without
clover. We cannot raise clove without
seed, nand we cannot have rlover-seed
without the bumble-bee, because it is
this insect that carrfes the pollen from
flower to flower, securing its davelop-
ment and continuance. Let us lesrn to
know and to protect our friends.”

AN INVISIBLE MONKEY,

One of tkLe strangest problems in
natural history ls that or * protective
coloration;” and in many cascs colouring
that is really profective seems to be
glaringly conspicuous. The black stripes
and vellow skin of tho tiger harmonize
with the long grasses of the jungle in
which it prowls:; the white and black
stripes of the zebra, though very con-
splcuous when close by, blend into a
gray tint resembling the sands of the
desert when furtuer off, and tend to con-
ceal {t from {ts enemies. But one would
scarcely think that a monkey clothed
‘n jong fur, arrayed iu strongly con.
trasted ‘patches of black and white, would
80 harmonize with its naturai surround-
ings as to be practically invisible.

We are told, however, that this-is the
case with the very pretty monkey of
which we are writing. It has long been

“known to science as the guereza (Colobus

gueresa), and has a coat of Jong silky
white and dlack hair, used fr military
trappings. ‘the dense forest. o Mount
Kilima Njaro, where it I8 jound, are
bearded with long white aua zray mosses
and lichens, which contrast with the
black limbs of the trees, and render the
monkey which lives in them practically:
invisible.

The monkey is a harmless creature,
and’ this protective colouring is almost
Its only safeguard. On the other hand,
there are animals, such as the malodor-
ous. skunk and certain polecats, which
are go well provided with a weapon of
defence that nature would seem to have
made them conspicuous by thelr bright
colours as if 'to warn other animals,
Moreover, there are creatures which,
though inoffensive in themselves, evl-
dently .profit by thelr likeness to some
formidable beast, In South Afrlea, for
example, there is a weasel which. i&

RS

often ,sa;ed byl being mistaken. ¢~
redoubtable polecat. .— . -
= il

b~ i, Stepping in Your Steps.

Climbing the mountain-wild and high,
Bold was the glance of his eagle eye,
Proud was the-spirit that knew no fear,
Reckless the tread of the mountaineer;
Up and up through the fieids of.snow,
Down and down -o’er the rocks below.
On and on o'er the pathway steep,—
On.o’er the chasms wide .and deep.

Hark ! o'er the mountain bleak and wild,
“Echoed the voice-of a little child;

““ Papa, look out! I'm coming, too,
Stepping v your steps. just ilke you!

{ Papa, O papa ! just see me !

Walking like papa—don’t you see ™

Pale was the cheek of the mountaineer.~
Pale with the thrill of an.awful fear;
Paused he quick, and with eager face,
Clagped the child- in his'strong embrace;
Backward glanced with his eye so.dim—
Back o'er the pathshe had followed him.

.Father, .pause ia' the path of life,
Rough with the’chasms of sln-and etrife;
When you walk with a step so free,
'Mong. the rocks where: the dangers-be,
List to the volce that i3 sounding sweet,
List 1 they are.coming—the little feet
‘Walk ‘with care; they are tomling,.too;
“Stepping in your steps, Just like you.”

A little fellow, with a tall, stalwart
wife, as asked by a-friend 12 the con:
.trast between -them -dign't offen..expose
‘him ‘to .mortifying remarks, *Gh, T
-aon't mind that” he sald, cheerfully:
“‘but since Sarah's..grown' near-sighted

on'm o
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