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NELSON RIVER.

Meo, lRn EV. J - S EM M ENS, eai/d .Vei£.o,;it ?r Dece'mbiv .7o/k, 1875.

have flot Zgrown fog1ulo h
fa-ct that occasional reports froîr, oi-
standing stations are lookzed for at
thle M\iSSionl Room1s. 'J'le long(, long(
Limie that lias elapscd since my last
ivas %written blas flot been the resit
of careless indifference. There are
certain scasons when the tra nsiniison
of lctters or messages froin this soli-
tude is an impossibility, and the past
four nionths have constituted a somie-
%what, protracted period of this lcind.
The lion. liludson's B3ay Company
,did not as usual send a caloe South-
ward in Septenlier, and tie conse-
quence lias been an entire cessation
of ail communication beîwecen our-
selves and the miter %vorîci for the
third part of a year. Now, however,
for reasons wliich iii soon be men-
tioned ive are preparing for a winter
trip to Norway House, and Nvili be
our own mail-carrier- to the extent of
two hiundred miles.

It seenis a late day now to be in-
formning you that the inission-bouse,
nt Nelson River %v'as completed. on
the 2oth of August last, and at once
taken possession of in thîe maine of
the M%,ethiodist M\-issionary-) Society.
It is a hîghi, rooiny, i'ell-liited and
substantial building, provided %vith
Igarret and cellar, pLastered %vith nmud
and roofed ivith bark. Thuhnot
the most handsoine of edifices. it is,
ail things considered, b%. no nicans
Uncouîh. Certain]%. tbis river lias
nothing ik-e it on al] its banks. 'l'le
entire cosi is $340i 677 an1 amounOtit
whlichi in a large mecasuire oiwes its
dwarfishiness to the personai exertionis
of the present occupani. WVe have
ailso erecteci a sinall fish-house close
by, wvith dog-yard attachied, ai no ex-
pense o Ille Society ;and aire ire-
paring, timber for a1 Litcheri on ilhe
saine ternis. So thal our successor
will find a conifortable hiomieawaiting
Min wbien lie arrives. 1

\Ve wvere greatly surprised anid

have been wonider-fully itnconvenienced
bv Ille non1-arrivai of our- supplies
las. sommner. Tlbey wvere ordered in
I)ecember, 1874, but fiiiled to reacli
Norway, Flouse in tinie thle for Nelson
River Brigade, whichl left foi- this
POst jul1Y î31st, 1875. It scems that it
wvas impossible to obtain shipînent
fr-on Red River ai a sufficiently early
date, oxving to somec confusion in
1- idsoWs Bay Company's trafflc
Roder ick. Ross, E-'sci., lcindly foi-%vardl-
ed us somne flour and sait beef to
k-eep) us fromn staî-vation iii our ex-
tremity, and iv'ell lie did, for our cir-
cunistances necessitated speedy re-
lief. Many tbanks are due to himn
for this and hiosts of othier kindnesses.
The simali supply thus thoughtfully
sent us %vas, liowever, insufficiera for
a %;,inter of eighit mnonthis duration,
and ive were conipeiied to have re-
course to a canoe voyage. Othier
reasons prompted tbis course as well.
\Ve hiad no cooking utensils, no table
or liouseliold furnîture of any kind
%%'hatever, no tools to inake whiat %vas
necessary to comfort. There seemied
no ollher w'ay open to uis tîxan ta bring
a few essentials froin our nearest
market. To avoid expense and for
other measons, ive %vent in person, and
paddled, andi portaged, and suffered
on the saine footing with our coin-
panions. In twenty days ive ivere
back withi neaîiy 500, Ibs of purchases,
but thie difficulties of ibie way w'ill.
îîever le forgotten. 1 %will not Wveary
)-ou %vitlî details. Suffice il to say thiat
tliougÏli 1 haci seen toil andi endured
harcislips, anîd been exposed to dan-
grers before, 1 neyer knew aughit like
that. \Ve concîuered, howvever ; we
accomplislied our- putrpose ; ive wvere
broug1ht to our desired liaven.

liniedliatelv afier our relurf i ve
began the faîl fishing. \Tery liiied
success croivned our- efforts. Fishing
lias been a failure with every one
hecre this year, and especially with us


