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;s l:now:î as the civil service. îXbout
20c>oon oi are permancntly emiployed.

lipon Confcdcration of the Provinces
ini '867, an Act known a'; the P1osit Office
Act, wvas paqseci 1w Dominion Pariai;en t.
Thbis Act took effect fi oni the i -,t of April
1 80<, andl froîn tlîat d;îîcra luiifornm ý;ytelli

Of post office Organix latiOni %Vas establislied
tluoughout the country'. Tlie domcestic
rate was redutcecl froni 5,c to 3c pcr hialf
oz' ; rate to L'nited States %vas redticedl
fromn toc to 6c the hlaf oz, andi reductions
%vere also madle in the rates on newq-
pa.pers, 1pcr;od icals, and miiscel laneo ts
inatter.

On i st J anuarv, 1869, thlere we-re 3,6-S
offices iii the D)ominion, and the revenue
rea.liy.ed Wvas $1,024,701.00.

On ist of january, iS7o, the rate of
p)ostage on letters froin Canntda to the
Uinitedi Kingdom w~as reduceci fromn i2c

Io 6c the-haif oi.
11Whlen the post offices of the D)ominion

came under'a 'central administration at
Ottawa in July,' 1867, it wvas found that
thiere wvas great d iversity in practice in
ilhe mode by wvhirli postmasters were
conipensated for their services, soe
being paid by a regular salary, soine by
commiiission on the business of tlieir
offices, 'and sonie part commission and
part salary. A generai scale of compen.
sation wvas therefore adopted, a minimiuin
salary of $10 a year t0 ail sinall officeb
%vhlere the business clid not wvarrant a
higlier paynient, anci in ail other cases a
salary ecluai to 4o% onl ail postal business
up to $8oo per year, andi 25. ail over
ilhat ainount, and a special allowvance iii
addition wvhere the work hiad to lbe done
dnring the niglit, and for forwarding or
distributing mails for otlier offices. This
change took place on the isî of january,
1870, salaries to be raised every tivo
years.

The-inclusion of the Provinces of Mani-
toba and Brîtisli Columbia -necessarily
involved the department in heayy expen-
chîurc to maintain tcoîhmunication %vith
the older Provinces throughout the vast

Cxtcnt of country lying bc'tween the great
lakes of Ontario and the Il>acific Ocean.
Onie <if the first routes establislied ivas
froni %Vinnipeg, --the known as Fort
Carry-to Pemibina, at a cost of Sî,000
a vcar ; another mas front Ncw~ XVet-
minster, to e kr uiniilri- Coluni-
hil, 486 miles, at an annual cost cif

1î6. ooo.
Poist cards 'vere flrst issued to the

Public ini J tne, 187 1. Their success Nvais
prov'ed in that 1,S00,c00 wvere issued
l)et%%veen Jue, 1871, aind Januiary, 1872.

ÙuJ73 the rate of postage upon letters
sent froni Canada to Ne%%'fouincillnd wvas
reduccd,froîn i2,1,c to 9cc per lialf oz, and
the rate of postage ipon other mnatter
mnade the saine as wiffhn ilhe D)ominion.

Prince Edward Island entered the
15biiinion in July, 1873, and arrange-
ments wvere ah once made for- hin2iinçl
the postal systemi of tliat Island inito har-
iiony ivit> the rest of tie Dominion.

The systeni of free delivery by letter
carriers wvas cornmenced iii 1874 in Ille
cities of Toronto and Montreal, and
street letter boxes were also introdticedl
in thîe larger cities and towvns, and persons
to 1e called stam-p s'endors authorized to
selI stanl)s to the public. Up to tins
timie postage stamips could onily lie oh-
tained froin postimasters.

1I1 1874 an1 important change wvas macle
ini the treatment of dead letters. Before,
onlv such letters as appeared ho 1e of
value or importance had been returneci to
the wvriters ; but it %vas decided thiat
o%% ing to thc unsatisfactory discrimination
which a cursory reading of the lethers
rendered possible, the systeni shiould lie
chianged. and ail letters in future retuî-ned
to the %vriters..

In 1874 a treahy for the formation of a
gieneral postal uînion~, and the adoption of
uniforni postage ratpg and regulations for
international corrospondence, took- place
in Berne, Switzerland, and %vas signed by
represen* tes of the different nations of
the tvorlcl. This trcaty did not include
the British possessions beyond ilie sca


