
P revirostris" would prove a valtiable
isiu foodi if it ivare possible for any Iciîîd

qfa fish ta, live in Elk Lake.

Nov ve canie to the "Delander
Acuticasta," of wlîiclî the abova is aL
spaakiî'.g likeness. lic is more ta bie
dreadeti tlîai any otitar nienîber o! the
collection. 0f course lie coiles frontî
Elk Lake. \Vlicn taken inta h uiruîîaii
systelli lit causes iiitici i ncasiness b)y
destroying the ejats of the stoîiiacli
Nvith bis shairp bcak and claws. ACter
destroyiîig the conts ai the stcuiacu le
starts ini an the %vaistcoat. Nie is îlot
affected by boiling wvater anti scenis to
thrive on vermifuge, bitter aloas, Poi-
son oak, etc.. huit suiipburic aciti ini
hecavy dosez before breaidast wili knack
lîinî colti even on a bot daY.

Miîe above eut is a very successful
rePresenitation of the "Manticora Lati-
pelinis." Boarn ini thîe iud lia reiliains
quiet for tan days. Tien lie begins
ta grow legs, Wigs. ciaîvs anld other
apparatus ncccssary in blis business.
His food cansists oi dacayei î'cgetable
niatter of vhiichli tera are iîimense de-
posits ini Elk L;tke. Whian full growNv

le aves the ivater andi gocs asiiore ta
liunt grasshoppers. If grasshoppcrs
are scarca hae turns bis attention to field
mice. cliicl:adees andi aven %voad-peck--
crs. In appearance lic clasciy resenîbles
the canînian alligator. A nieniber o!
the Britisli A ssaciation cxîîres-;ed the
a-pinian tiîat lie wvas ini fact a bana fide
alligator and %vould grow tu a lcîîgtlî -',
fotîrteen feet if trinsplanted to a tropi-
Çal climate. Ha ivas pirticularly inter-
cstcd in titis insect and offereti six bits
cash on tie uiail for a lieaitiiy full
grown specimien. He saiti furtiier:

"Thaugli 1 hiave frequnîtiy sen nieu-
tion muade in your daily papers af ex-
traordinary reptiles conîing tlirough
ivater pipes andi caupiei ivith sucli an-
nounicements a gooti deal of abuse of
your towvn council for flot making an
effort to procure a supply of pure
ivater for the city, yct 1 thîink, that tice
tiiscovery af a job lot of insects anti
reptiles sucli as we hanve sen to-day,
ail of theni entirely newî ta, science, en-
tities each member of the council to a
leatlier medal accompanied by at neat

TH1E 1-IONEST INJLYN.

spechl froîin sciaritific bodies o11 bot'
sides of the Atlantic. Thec ineonveni-
ence af dIrisiking water contailing alli-

g~ators, iîarnbugs anîd snaiIst or %vlat-
cvcr tlbcy nîay be called is slighit. andi
the danger to file iiiay ha avcrtcd by
taking a "«corkcr' of Leith wliiskcy Or
stipliuric acid on an eînpty stomnach
ini the nîrning; but aveil ii a liue should
bc lest niov and diien, ht is iioîling
eanîpared to %what science lias gained
l)y the discovery of so miany necw
spccs." lic also said lic hetard it
statcd îliat cadi nitlnîber of the counicil
owrîcd a, distillery, and therefore Nvant-
cd to discouragc îvatcr drinkcrs and
sîart tlieni drinikoî.g visky hefore
breakfast, a practice wliicli \vail( ini-
cvitabiy Icad to family distnrbaîicas
and gcnceral dcemoralization. Thîis. lie
Faid, %vas abstird. as the town îvas îlot
arge enough ta support sa maîîy dis-
tilleries. lie licard Ilînt the water ivas
so fui! of niud anîd organic inatter that
it was flot fit ta batie in. He saîd lie
did flnd the watcr pretty tliick but gat
ovcr the difficuity by standing arotînd
after bathing tintil lie got thoroughly
dry andi theti brushing himisclf off wîitiî a
wiîisk brooni. Ile %vent into the vhiole
question very thoroughly and exprcssad
lus intentioni of coming ont îîcxt spring
and camping at EIk Lakc for tha pur-
pase af studyinY the habits of the rep-
tiles. "artnc"saiti lie, "'catch al
yau can, and tell the boys at the livery
stables antd brcwaerics to save ail rare
specimens, andi I %vili pay spot cash
far themt %vlîca I conie back. l7vc got
a littie sciienie ini nîy licati. I believc

* ley carn be fl,,cd Up with a little vine-Igar and wviole peppers. anîd tlien îl
jfor claîia choivder. or put up iin caîls
and cxported to China; but iniWs the
word," andi %viî1i a wiilk full of Iccp
rneaning lie startcd off towards the

IProvincial Muscuii.
Tlie opinions of sucl a muan carry

mucu iveiglit, anîd Mvien lia camles back
next spring the resuits of bis experi-
mnits ivili bc awaited îvitl deep inter-
est b)y aur citizenls. Meantiie tlierc is
in the public bosam a deep distrust of
Eik Lake watcr. Citizenls of Victoria
are useti to the reptiles, but tiîey
friglîten the tinscietîtifie straiger. A
ycar or so ago a strang prohibitionist
came fraîn the East ta deliver lectures,
lind organize a tecmperance crusade. On
the evening o! bis first lecture lia ias
fond by a niemiber o! the eomnuittee
holding on ta an aîvning post on the
south end of Governrnent Street.
"«Slay, oie boy, lemîme two bits. No
uslhe preacu teniperanshi tiish town-
people can't drink, hlic, .vater-ý%vatersli
full of alligatorsli-svalowvcd two thislb
mornin'-ývliisiey'll kili 'cmn, bat yer
lifea-Lass have nather drink-Let lier
go, old socks. H-oorayl lîoorayl Elaven't
hie, cnjoyed mysli s0 much since 1

Icit homec," and liz subscqucntly rcfuscd
*point blalk to couc back and lecture
on tcmnpcrance tîntil the city found

*sonic ineans of procuring a supply of
pure wvater.
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Gem Restaurant
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